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ON the 26th of lad December his Majefty, by z 
gracious meflagc to both Houfes of Parliament, 
commuhicated, with the utmoft concern,* the abrupt 
tcrniination of the late negotiation with France, and 
fJircdcd the details of ihe' cmbaffy to be laid before 
4hem for their confideratioh/ ' ' ' ^ ' '- ^ 



t,-.. 



' Opon this occafion it appeared, that the negotiation 
had teittoinated upon a difference totally unconnefted 
with the original caufes of the war. It was tnanifcft, that 
this country had completely abandoned^ the principles 
which^^ in the faCe of all Europe, the great confedc* 
racy' a^ainft Fi-aQjf had affigned as thc^ juftificitidii 
of hoftilitieis. The return of peace (noi*^ removed t6 
an incalculable diftance) turned enwely upon terri- 
torial ceffions, neither in* fiiiSt nor in principle con- 
tcfted^t the tithe of the rupture, but whicH, as wifi 
lijSpcar by thp following pages, were put at^hc feet 



( 4 ) 

"'^ Great Britain,'" arthe arbitrcfs of univerfal tran- 
quillity. 

This was our conditiorv The objeft of the eon- 
teft totally funk, but the conteft continuing without 
profpeft of conclofi^ ; ^lie hundr^ millions of debt 
a4ded to the former grievous weight of national in- 
cumbrances I many chanoels of our commerce ob- 
Jftrufted, and our mariufaftures fuffering in pro- 
portion; objefts of revenue within the pale of luxury 
threatening unproduftion from the neceflity of ex- 
tending them beyond what luxuries will carry; whilft 
. the finews of the laborious poor were cracking under 
, the burdens already impofcd upon all the neceflarics 
pf iifc. . . . , - 

Thfi En^Wh ficpj^h^ii her^tefoire teen .^\^r4^ • 
riled b^. s^ PW^O)? j^auly pf their ^ggv^jcunqipt^^ 
.^^di{po|itiM.fa|fee/.;|Q^i^ i^nd esffiftJl^q^^il^ 

pnecMjih, than to fubn)||;^wjitbp|>t^c|wi^ |^ 
and unexampled cala&ities. A great public fenfa- 
p^m^hf^ v^eri6f«>rif, rfew^^qr^lpeSkqd Sfr<W0fi;ti|ch 

^Mm^m ^ .^xicpiacerfl^,. ..{^eaf x)f juy d^iip^p> 
y^W .^ ffafj:, pr tP pi^py^de. iw* <Jbe 4uciircv, i^ ap 
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feemingly exulting maxim, that government mutt 
be fupported ; mixed too with a confiSerable de- 
gree of bitternefs againft all who queftioncd its 
/ proceedingjs. 

That governnient muft be fupported is a maiim 
juft and incontrovertible, when properly underftood. , 
But the admfniflration and the government have tit 
late been confounded and identified. A change in 
the one is cohfidered as a fubverfion of the other ; 
and i difpofition to remove abufes, under any re- 
gulations, is accounted, even by thofe who admit 
and lament thdr exiftence, as an attack upon the 
conftitution which fufFers from them. 

It is from this wide-fpread fenfation that the 

authors of our prefent calamities are cherittied and 

"""^^SMfiipported, even by thofe who condemn them j 

^*^^Silfl; they, who with wifdom and perfeverance h^ve 

•oppofed all tl^g^jtneafures which produQcd them^ 

are difcountenaiiced and difttufted. 

Such an untl^qfal change in the feelings and. 



charaders of jEngK^hmen has naturally given rife to 
fpeculations upoarjts caufes. It is impoflible to^ 
afcribe it wholly, either to the general increafe of 
luxury, or to the enormous increafe of the crown's 
influence : chefe are capable, indeed, of producing 
gi'eat changes in the public charadter, and are faft 
producing them ; but their march is too flow to 
have reached fo fuddenty to the pitch we are ar- 

B ^ rived 
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rlycd at. The ftate of the public mind muft there-* 
fore be other wife accounted for, and another caufc 
has accordingly been afligned for it---thephenbmV 
faon of the French revolution, and its mighty influ- 
ence upon the higher orders of men. ' Yhis is tru4 
in part : the French revolution is the caufe, but not 
the only caufe ; it would have probably fubfided 
quickly/and with conf^quences extremely different^ 
but for the cotemporary phenomenon of the. power. 

and charifterof the Eritifh niiriifler. 

i '"* • ■ ■ .' • . t . . . i. . . 

" Within all our memories another great revolution 
has taken place, fcarcely lefs firiking and extraordi- 
i5ary,'as it applied to alai m the government of Great 
Britain* The foundation of republican America had 
a fimilar, if not an equal, tendency. to produce the 
fa^me; difpolition in the people to'an ihdifcriminate 
^ fuppoftof miniftcrs. If degrees of comparifons were 
heceilary to my argument, I might aflert, that the 
aera of the American war had even a more natural 
4nd obvious tendency than the later one in France 
to colleQ the landed and monied iritereft of England' 
in a blind fupport of the minifters of the day, 

.The revolution in America, like the revolution of 
France, exhibited to the world the danger of fufFer^ 
ing the general grievances of a people, real or ima- 
ginary, to remain unredrelTed ; but with this ftri* 
king difference — the revolution in France >^as the 
fubverfion of a foreign goveroment ; that of Ame-* 
rica was the deftruftion of our own : the difcon- 

tents 
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tents that provoked the French to refiftancc were 
abufes which could not be felt by Englilhraen un- 
der any mifgovernment ; but the Americans were 
revolted fubje<9:s> and the caufc of their revolt was 
the abufes and corruptions in our own conftitution.: 
the very abufes and corruptions which are com- 
plained of to this hour. Yet (6 impoffible is it to 
take any correft account of the events of the world, 
without attending to the charafters of tnen who arc 
the actors in them ; fb vain is it to think of tracing 
civil confequences from their caufes, as if we were 
dealing with the operations of matter, that, unlefs 
we look to the accidental impulfes arifing from in- 
dividual predominancy, we (hould be conftantly 
deceived. The American convulfion produced a 
fenfation in England diredlly thereverfe of what is 
felt at this moment ; and th.e fame man gave to the 
two events, fo calculated to have produced corref- 
ponding effeiks, a direftion and confequences dia- 
xpetrically oppofite. With the one he roufed the 
Britifh democracy to threaten the corruptions of the 
other orders vyhich had tainted and enflaved it ; 
with the other he now frightens the people into a 
fiirrender of their beft privileges, and claims the 
title of an upright minifter upon principles which 
he repeatedly and folemnly declared to be utterly 
inconfiftent with the very exiftence of an upright 
adminillration. 

It may be faid, that the two revolutions were very 
dtflTerent. — Very different indeed. — It is now too 

lare' 
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late to rail at or fight with the one^ and out railing 
and fighting have created almof! all the evils of the 
other. America and France began their revolutions 
upon the fame principles, but with very different 
fortunes. • America had no ancient interhal arifto- 
cracy — France had nothing elfe. America had to 
contend with England only* a contention which 
gave her France to proted her : France had to con- 
tend againft the world. When JEngland had ei- 
haufted and difgraced her{elf, America was therefore 
free; but France had to exhauft and difgrace the 
world, and in the dreadful effort has been driven to 
extremities which frequently has difgraced herfelf* 
But, with thefe accidental differences, the objedts 
"were the fanie : dlfcontent occafioried by abufes pro-' 
duced both revolntions. Both governments might 
have continued monarchical/if corrupt power would 
have fubmitred to corredion : they are now both 
free reprefentative republics ; and if corruption 
will not yet 'be corrected, let her look to herfelf* 

During the firfl of thefe great 2e.ras,Mr. Pitt began 
his public Jife» ynder circumftahces fo fplendid and 
fo honourable to himfelf, that, having no perfonal 
enmity tON^^ards him, it is painful to me to recur to 
them ; indeed, if any part of what is written here- 
after (hall appear to be difl:a|:ed'by fo unworthy a 
mo:ivc, I utterly and folemnly difclaim it. I make 
no attack upon his private character ; but the pub* 
lie exiftcnce is at (take : Mr. Pitt is a minifter in a 
m 3ft awful crifis; I feel a duty in examining his 

condu(5t 
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t09idu£|tin^jit cajpacity, and pay public conduft in 
oppoGng j>im is equally open to the animadverfion 
pf the worlds, It h only, by looking back to the paft 
^hat w^ jpan hope to correft the future; and whei^ 
4elQ|loi^ bas oyerfpread a nation^^ the illuminatioil 
of an aqgei wouW <jnly darken it, unlefs the caufcs 
^f it;Wer? ^rft jdetedted and expofed. To obtain fe- 
curity.for.Engl^nd, we muft look b^ck to the tini^: 
wl^n flie >yas at peace : we muft exanjine the caufe^ 
jjnd pfogr^s of the w^ar i muft retrajceall oyr ftepis, 
agd fe>pk, if. W d^re, , to \y hat they lead . 

•7-pw*i?4s 1^ plpfe of the Am^ Mr*Pi?t 

(? feoyal^aoft), fa?y;hje corrupt condition of PfirUa-i, 
4|r^^j;iirom |h^4e£e<a in tlie reprefentation of the 
rf^l^fp with fbe cyi^s^f a mature ftajefma.n : the.ca* 
gle eyes of his fathjpjr hacJ Jfeisn it ,befpr^^ hirn^ and the 
thunder of his eloquence had made it tremble* Lord 
jCJ^fel^5a4^d .dete^ expofed the rank cor - 

^^upt|on f>f l;be ^[Qufeof Conimons as the fole caufc 
gf .tIisttifi,taUqi|arrel^ and left it as a legacy to his fon 
tg^^cnjs^m^ XQ forxcQ. them. The youthful ex-s. 
fttipAS of Mir^Pitt w^^ worthy of the delegation. 
-rrfj^i^. apjquaifitance with him, both before ^nd 
ijpjW ^s jRc^ c;atranpe into public life, I have ,no 
dfttj^ pf his peifed fincerity in the caufe he then 
yo^gplpok; a^ud the maturity of liis judgment^ even 
q^ ,tbat tipie^ with which I was well acquainted, 
j^pgj^f::s his conduft froin the raftwefs of unthinking 
ypwth- . -His e^prtjs are. in the memory of the whole 
public, ^Qd theif mifc*rdage at Jhat time are nor, 
^joiy <^^inMm^ io itpputed to him* 

1 Cor^ 



J Corruption and abufe, alwrays 4iniform, *dppofe4 
toMrrPitt*s propofitions of reformation theidenti* 
cal objeftions which, under his own an/pices^ they 
-oppofe to all reformation now ; and Parliamedt at 
that time, like the late Parliament, for motives 
which 1 leave. to every man's own reflefti<m> rejcft- . 
..cd reformation in all its fhapes. Within the walls 
of the Houfe of Commons, th^ propjfietpfs :of bo- 
roughs expreffed their indignation (as they ha^fc 
lately, and as they would tg-morrow) thawt fueh a 
|>rep(5fl:ei:ou!S time (hould be chofen for alteration, 
however wife or regulated, as the con<Jiufipij;of ^hc 
American war; the empire, they faid, had been 
jfent afunder by the fermentation of political opi- 
Bions; that our colonifts had become republicans; 
a^nd that if the cjoor were once opened to-changeSj 
who fhoUld prefcribe their limits^ ./ :: : 



. ^. .* ,. 



Tli^fe arguments triumphed in the Houfe of Com -* 
n;oas, but Mr. Pitt triumphed with tfac xlifintcrcftci 
part of the nation. His arguments for chufing thatt 
Crifis were convincing and unanfweraWe. , The caufe oC 
I'eform was highly popular, and nriBn of the greatcfl: 

jan.k and fortune took the lead in it- ^Irregularities of 
comk were committed, but /the jpubHc rnind was 
found. Libels on Parliament at that tim^i, as fince, 

^ were written; but Mf. PItt> were uhqael^dnably the 
fbrongeft and the bcft. Public >ifet^ings, 4<> take th? 
ienfc of the people ilpon the condiift of th.c Houfe of 
Comnhons in rejeflihg the propofitipn, %yere uniycr* 
<^-"i,r r>r0fnoted i but thdfe of Mr. I^itt, at tlie Thatched 
£ ' ^^'ipefted frott\his talents 

^ and 
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and the influence of his fupporters) were by mach' 
the riSSft ^cnnatical, arid the moft alarming to go* 
vern'm^fiti. - ' * 

Soon after this period Mr. Pitt becamd prime mi- 
nifter, ah "objeft of overfetting ambition for a very 
y'oubg perlbn, and indeed, independently of that, it 
is but juftice to remark, that whatever difpolition he 
rftight have had to ferve the King, and rule theBritifli 
parliaments according to the liberal principles mih 
which I^^ began his public life, his Majefty, without 
Very eOential changes, could not be fb fcrved, nor a 
^rMlH parliament bie ib conduced. 

^t would be unfair, in a publication addrefled to 
the -neorid, to prciume to trace the infcnfible changes 
in the ftiihd of this fnfnifter upor^the favourite ob*- 
je£k of his youth, the nurfe of his ' ifame, and his cpn- 
du£l:or to power ; I know enough of the corruptions 
ihieparable from the adminiftration of a government 
wiiicJh muft be managed upon the' principles of our 
own at prefent, to be able to make many allowances. 
It is 'enough for my prefent purpofe, that Mr. Pitt 
firfrtotilly abandoned his own opripion$, and after- 
wards bdrahne the bppofer^ and even thi perfecutor 
pf ili WiSo cofttinued to preferye them. 

I will not leave it to his advocates to remark, thlit 

though he had indeed abandoned the caufe of reform, 

yet thA the condition of things was in ibmc relpefts 

changed when he made his grand attack upon the 

'- " ^ C reformers: 
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reforx?er5: that the Fr.cnqh rcvplytjojti had intervened} 
th^ \l had c^ufcd a great feripentation m the mind^ 
of men; that it. appeared to have given to the zcal 
of (omc Britifli reformers a tinge of republicaniirri ; 
^ngl that |Ji£ ieffe(£ls ^ftd eonfegueqccs of thai grm 
fv^gt M rf?4: JWJ'^>8'fi>l teflon to the wprld. H44 
|k|r.; pifit j^4 with J^od faijh. upon thcfe" con- 
fei^ersdppf^ if h^e r??J'y fpteitaiiied thcm^ 1 know 
({JBoiJig^ of the cbar^der of his ^nderftandinj; to be- 
llfyi^ .ij^f his cpndufl; woi^ld have been different 5 
fs4 hi* original principle,. 1^^ which hc rcfted the 
yih9^ ?f ,his ipcippr^ble argynicnt for the refpron of 
Parljameiit:, confirpus pne 11^ th^t belief. Mrr I^itt'iS 
prl/iciplc, illuftrated by the Aoicrican conteft, was, ' 
t|i^ ||ie holdup high th^ sbufes of gov^r«ment had 
^^fithjelpi^.njdjitionpf ^11 dp^PScr and violeneq to i^ 
j«j^h§rity.. He vf^ylid therefore haye again hrpqght 
iprw4f(|;the ISiruiM. ^QAftitution in it^ pyrity^yaj afi _ 
4nt)(Jpte fo jeputjljcaa fpeculatiqns i qofifid^pt t))At 
-ffpe^. hk .fitufLtjpnjf and froqi thp double hold fee ' 
W9u}4 ki^^ b^d \^y ^, over thf natiop, he might 
4i*y«giv?P % fpkit pf reform hi? «wn diredlipq, 
.|»dyi|\puJdfd ^, tp bis-Qwn vjWl Biit wafprtviwjtc^ 
-fc^- ]^9gland, be ppwld pot do thi? withpvt: at 

AS MINISTER J .I^r, |^itt|, the|refer<;, ehpfc tp rern«ia 
iqjiisftation upon the only principles in wbicli, with- 
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diiftcd hiolfcff with the mafterly fkill, and with a bold* 
pcfs without example in the hillory of the tifihxft^f 
oiF.any reguW g6veriinlerit. f he erithudafm. fo^ 
ttrfglii reform, anirtiatfed in its 2:eal fironl the ftrug'^ 
gfes of tht ffrff reformers 6f France, when the Baftild 
fell, and when the Parfiament of Paris opened hi 
doors to the reprefcntativcs of the nation, bc^an to 
atfame M energy of which wilHom artd virtue miglrf 
have cafeen the fefe diredionr, but -which, I atJmiVi** 
the iatne trme, required eithei' Wbcmanagcd' by * 
Kberai fopport from governnhenf, or to be Chtdkid 
tn Its excetfcS by a prudent arid conrfitutionil re^ 
ftr^nt^ Theftritilh rtiinifter toDk* tickhit 6f the^ 
Courfes.. Too old in office to piit his fituatioh to hA*^ 
2ard; by fbpporting the liberal principfes wHich1;><f-' 
ftoMred' it ; too bold and too ftrongfy Supported t?> 
employ caution in his remedy; Embittered, perftips; 
with jhe refleftion of his own dcfeftion, atid with the 
reproa:ches levelled at him, he leems to have rei&lved 
to cut the Gordian knot with a fword. Alathlgrflif ^ 
tlie contagion of liberty from France, he determirtedl' 
to cut off all communication^ between the ti;^o* nil* 
ridns,' and to keep them fepatated at the chance, <Sf 
rather the certainty, from his o^n cr^atiorf;^ of if 
general war in Europe* ; . . i. •: 



'\ -' 



For this pufpofe the fiorfcft but irregblaf" tzfeaV 
of fome focieties, inftituted (of the reforni of J'ar-" 
liamient, furniflied a feafonable but a ponteniptible' 
pretext^ they had fcnt congratulations" tb the l^rencJi 
govcroment when it had dcafed to be nionaFcfiical s 

C a ift 
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in their- corrcfpondcncics through the country- 6tt 
tlj«..abufcs:aml corruptions of the Biitifli confti- 
tution, they had unfortunately oiixcd many ill-tinned 
and extravagant encomiums upon the revolution 
. t)f JFf«nce, whilft . its praftice,. for; die tinrie, had 
broke .loofe from the principles which deferved them ; 
and^ in their juft indignation towards the con-* 
fcderacies. then . forming in Europe, they wrote 
many feverc ftriftures againft their monarciiical cft^- 
bJiftiments; from which the mixed principles of our 
iwvn government were not flridly or prudently le- 
paraiedv • They wi^ptc bcfidts, as an incitcnient to 
the tcferm of: Parliament, many bitier oUervatfor» 
upon the dcfcftive conftit.mion, and the confcqucnf 
corrupttoos of the Houfe of Commons; feme >of 
fhkK according to the juft theory of the lawy wcMf 
unqucftionably libcL& 



* Thefc irregularities and exceflfes- were, ^ for a coa-* 
0(Jerabk length of time, wholly overlooked by 
government. Mr, Painc'5 works had befn,cxtca-p 
jRvfily and induftrioufly circulated throughout Eng«i 
fend, and Scotland; the .correfpondendes, which 
^bQve ^ year afterwards- became the fubjeft of this 
ftate trials, h^d been printed in every- newfpapciv 
a^ fold without qucftion or interruption in cvcuy 
lliog in the kingdom j when, a circumftance took 
plaqe^.not calculated, one would imagine, to have 
occafioncd any additionat alarm to the country, but 
which (mixed with. the pfFcftson the public frpm Mr. 
Bt^ke's firft celebrated publication on the* French 

Revo- 
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llevolutiQnj)/feemsr,to have given rrifr^td the Klng^s 
l^roclamation, the firft ^£t q{ government regarding 
JFranceao4.heraff^it. -: 

. .A few- gentlenien, not above fifty in^ number, and 
^onfifting -principally of perfons of rank,' taleiits;. and 
chiirafter, formed themfclvcs into a fociety, under the 
aame of, the Friends of the People.. They had 
Ofofcrved with concern, as they profcffed in thir pub.-, 
lifeed rootives of their affociation, the grofsly unequal 
rcprefcntation of the people in the Houfe of Caax^ 
mon3^^; its effefts upon the meafures of gwernt 
tncnt; but, above all, its apparent tclideticy to 
lower therdignity of Parliament, and to dcpriVe it pf 
the opinion of the people. Their avowed 6bj«fi;*wis; 
therefore, to bring the' very canfe, which Mr. Pitt 
had fo recently taken the Icid in, fairly 'and^refpj^-* 
fully before the Houfe of Commons ; in hopes, as 
daey declared, to tranquilift the agitated part ofrthe 
pdblic,' to reftore affeflion. and refpedt for thd fej^i^ 
flature, fo neceffary to fecure fubmiffiort. to its au* 
^lipriiy ;^ arjd, by concentrating the views of all rc- 
fcrmerstothe preiervation of our invaluable coaftitu-^ 
tioii, to prevent that fermentation of political dpinio^i 
which the French revolution had undoubtedly giVeti 
infe (k)j from taking a republican dire(ftion in Great 
Britaiilr.^ - Thefe were not only the: profeflTed obji^ 
of this affociation, but the truth and good faith of 
h \ ' ' " ' - • ' ' 

' ^^ I declare, upon my honour, theft were my reafons for be- 
coBmog rinctnbcr. of that fociety;. . .. , 

them ■ 



them teceived afterwards the fanftion of jircficiaf 
authority, when their pfocetJdings were brought for« 
ward by government in the courfc of the ftate trials, 

- Neverthefefs, on the very diay that Mr» Grey, at 
the dtfire of this firiafi fociety, gave notice of his? 
intended motion in the Houfe of Commons, there- 
was an mftantaneoti* movement amongft mfniffers, 
as if a great national confpiracy had' been difcover-' 
ed. No atft of government appeared to havd 
been in agitation before that period, although the 
Contflpondcncies before alluded to had, for months, 
been p«Wic and noQxieus, and there was fcarcelf 
an information, even for a libel, upon the file of the 
Court of King's Bcneh. Neirer thelefs, a cotmcif 
^as almoft immediately held, and his M^efty was^ 
advif^d to iffue his royal prodamatiori of the ^ifll 
^f May, i792> to roufe the vigikncc and attention of 
die magiftrates throog|hout the kingdom to the vigo^. 
rbysdifcharge of their duties^' 

If tfei^ had been the only object of the proclatxiation/ 
and if ii had been followed up by no other proctftd* 
iiigs than the fgpfKeflion of libels, and a cocreivtf 
jarfpaft . for the authorities of Parliament, it would 
have been happy for England; unfortuiutely it 
fcemed CO have other obje&s, i(?hich,' if as a fubjedt 
of the country I have ik) righ^ to cbfldemri,'! may at 
lealt, with the freedom of Ipiftory, be now allowed 
to lamcm*' / . ' , 

The 
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. The ppod^atipn had unqueftioDably for its ob** 
je(9: to fprcad thq alarm againft French principles; 
and^ to dp it effcdually, ajl principles were confidercd. 
as French by his Majcfty's miniftcrs which queftioned 
the infallibility of their own government, or wbkh 
looked towards the lead change in the reprefentatioo 
of the people in Parliaments 

If it had iflued, however, under the authority of 
the Briti(h miniftry only, it probably could not 
have produced its important and unfortunate effc&s* 
But the minifter, before he adviied the meafure JjiAd* 
taken care to fecure the difunion of the Whig party, 
which had hitherto firmly and uniformly oppofcd 
both the principles and praftice of his adminiftratioiv 
To this body 1 gloried to belong, as I ftill do tp 
cjirig even to the weather-beaten pieces of the wreclj; 
which remains of it. Neither am I alhamed of . thjp 
appcllatioh of party, when the phrafc is properly un^ 
derttood^ for without parties, cemented by the unioa 
of found principles, evil men and evil principles 
cannot be fuccefsfully refifted. 1 flatter myfclf that 
the people of England will not haftily beheve, that 
rhave'cver been aftuated in my public conduct by. 
ihtericft or ambition. 

The Whig party, as it has been called> w^. 

infiijiiificant indeed frorn its numbers, and weak 

roiqp 'the. Torniidablc V^ of the trpwn in the 

hanasolTitsadveffariesi* but formidable, ncverthelefs, 

from illgftriQus rank, great property^ and fplendid 

talents; 
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talents; ftijl more from an opinion of public integ-i 
rity, which formed a ftrong hbid upon the mind$ 
of the country, I loojc back with the moft heart- 
felt and dilpiriting forrow to the divifion of thii 
Ihtle phalanx, whole union upon the principles 
which fii ft bound them together might, in fpite of 
differences of opinion in matters concerning which 
good men^may fairly differ, have preferyed the peace 
of the world, re-animated the forms of our own cbn-. 
ftitution, and averted calamities, the eiid of which t 
tremble to think of. Reflefting, however, as I do, 
npoti the frailties of human nature, adverting to the 
deceptions which may be praflifed upon it, and which 
meni^by infenfible degrees, unco^ifgioufly pradlifc 
tipon thenfifclves j compelled by candour to keep ja 
view the unexampled crifis of the French revolution; 
the horrors which disfigured it, the alarms-infeparable 
froni it, but, above all, the dexterous artifices, which it 
fiirnrfhed to inflame and to miflead i I wilh, to draw 
a veil over the flages which divided ftatefmen ^and 
friends, at they very moment of all others when they 
ought to have drawn clofcr together, and when their 
union rtiight have preferved their country. I (hall, 
thefefoVe, content myfelfwith obfervrng, that before 
tfie-King^s Proclamation was ifibed, the fupport of 
tffc. puK^c of Portland had not only probably been 
fc(3)red to1t,- but the afjcnt of fpme of the mpft dif- 
tfliguifhed perfons in the pppoCtion hafd been wctl 
undefflobd^o the whole of that lyftcai of meafurcs 
which ended in the war with France. 

The 



tjir ^iijQl]t^^ciiMin^^ of Ipgr^y thmu^un tht 

aimvQ{>Qaiter faqi!: itasot^ii^ profecuooos^ were qvoi^ 
^i^r^in^riiucedtf ^ Socileiy/ vms rcm.afundqry and diiet 
Iw^twojr «d irepdom q£ En^tft maoocrsi were, foo 
^ic^Uffn^ tofiaUf deftvojrecL . 

It ittm at thb perbd that the feeds ofwar.wcn: 
fyy»r^ ^hicii ev^r finoe we have besa unfi»ra)xntel)nr 
i^iflgt Nothing is inofe difiant fixun mjic tempor^^ 
o/*: Pn]^/ purpoftiy than to feftditfae^ d)»gQ eiiiber.o£ 
Q^l^ttQii^ or felljr upon ail who were feiaed wkh^ 
tl^.alannt 0r who eimv coiunbuted to its pwpaga*- 
tywi, ,Maiif worthy and incdl^ent pei^ansi fiip^or* 
tiipomoipb wesJcnefltey ^and'aloof ft^m kll fidoaiiB^r 
^Qi^ i^)dDiib«cdly^ burned away ^b^ its influeiictf. is 
if Car : more . plca&nt to me' tQ^ hppey thi^ .ma^bfi 
t^i9% who^ w^re a&ive in fpveadhig the dehifibn wew 
t^cmfi^t^ce ddaded^ than co fcatter tmputation iipoa 
il^yfya^ wh<^ may be wifer and better than myfei^- 
'I'j^er pubUc>.in a .cooler hour, will be prepared tO' 
^ mak^, the prqpeirdiftiniStieos, aaxl id %wat&AC'm«- 
ij^^jn^ frooi ,ihe ^'^Ity. But the effe% wcm jioi. 
^e Jl,^$f .mifcb^vo^whatever ralgbt have been the- 
i^^|}F9.& J ^^ ^ dqUiiionj, howei^er it may be y^ 
d^i^d b^ ine <rS^s whk^ pt^daocd tt^ wiU ajM^-i 
pe^f in^di^ ^.^I'c hjAmy of England as- a biet in tho^ 
app9]A:9CaQ enlightened a^ and c^ a free country, 

■' '^a" ■ ' "."'Thr. 
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^ The ijpirit which became prevalent about this time, 
H^ich bore d6wn every thing before it^ and prepared 
tiie nation for war, was an abfolute horror of every 
fhing connefted with France, and even for liberty 
itkif, becaufe France avowed to be contending for 
it. It<?onfounded the ca&al intemperance of an en-* 
larged and warm zeal for the freedom, and happinels 
of mankind with a tendency to univerfal anarchy, 
and to a refiftance of all governments : it confidered 
an irritable fcnfe of the evils attending the Chriftian 
fi^pa*ftitions, and a complacency under their rapid 
declenfion, as a decided apoftacy from the church, 
and as' the fure teft of irreligion, and even of atheifm 
itielf. It let: down as a declared enemy to monarchy, 
however exifting by confent, and poized, like our 
own, by the balances of a popular conftitution, every 
firan who did not throw up his cap when comtrined 
defpotifm was trampling upon ^the eftablilhments, and 
eaftirig -lots for the tctriwries of free men, or who 
dared to exult and triumph when a murderous ma- 
nifcfto wgs thruft down the throats of the tyrants who 
uttered it, and when a great people, determined to be 
free, fucceedcd in repelling the lawlcfs invaders of 
their country. ' 

- Thefe were the feelings which minifters.at this 
period imputed to large claffes of the people of Great 
Britain, and of our filler kingdom. 

The imputadon was made with truth: the infe* 
jehcc only was fallacipws and wicked, Jf the wdl- 

founded 



^nded imputad|>n of the(e ienfatsons^ and the faibfis 
of publicly edcprefiing theifi^ be political guilt^: I for 
one plead ga^itji and I thank God, above all bis 
other blel&igs, that he has indelibly lotprefled them 
\^n my uaderftanding and my hesut* But let Us 
examine what were the public fruits of thefe <lange-> 
rous emotions^ which rendered it neceffary to convert 
^c nation, as it were, into a large priibn, by reftridtivc 
iaws, by internal military flations^ and by thefepa* 
rations of external war. 

Conliderat^e bodi^ of die people wiere defirom of 
ftirring the qudftion of reform at a time whcn-Mr. 
Pitt had laid it down> and the followers of the IXike 
cf Richmond (then a cabinet minifter of the King) 
were hot only the moft ntiitierous> but were difttn^ 
guifhed b;^ the. lengths to which (bey feemed to puih 
^dieii- views upon thcfubjcd: ; viewa which I admitrto 
JiaVc been very link Jhrt of^thofc which the Duke 
himfelf had avowed and afted up(m a few years 
before* 

Whilft it continues :ito be ithe dfice of courts^of 
juftide to decide upon evidence^ I ihall maintain this 
to have been the extent x^ die defigns which at the 
date of the proclamation^ or which at any tinf)tmfcec^ 
ward8> ^prevailed in t3iis ^ouncry« Not a man ixad 
been then convi(Stcd, nor his how, whilft J am^wuiuiffg^ 
for ?ny trcafon againft the ftate, though the laws 
havfe been new .caft and ^9tianii£ii£tured to reach^aicS 
which the venerable inOitutioQS of our.fqre&th^^did 

D a not 



.iM*^ io«fehi :wdi -QD ::mi£fijM^Bffix^ -die jgbvern* . 
ii^efic,^h«d thni^. nr tiiks, ito idiia Horn, ^hcdsk .^toe^^ 
liibbls^ JQdee4 {»i>ih: ibm isM.SxiC^ iu.ait -all oriMr 
rpetfod% 39ere: findoubtsedly writfirh fay snttfefaievdiD^ 
?tU9bitloiit, addmnfifgindti in^bviiahnlsb dBut th^ to^-. 

:the :KaLoBieficc was ryiituom liodiauflablcw >It was 
to tcfocai the ^'j^eloimiiMiiof tbe Hpu^^isx^ 
•m(m% by tbe wtys of die txmi&Mion^ i)y an CN^CjiwiiF 
to coUed the public fentimenc> and to firadticc it fao* 
fore Parliament. Three Englilh juries determined this 
ito imt tkeenathe 6l9e^>.fiind Ac enkicd »ev<er iQ^ited 
a ^artlivto t3ontradi£b itbnni ^Tdie iH^eft^ thereforb^ 
5ria5 ivtrtudus^^nd iMdflbl^^ aad if the c<>riflMtudidci 
ds itor^ be iprtfaiN^dy i th)^ tn^newdl pqjrfciit %ill idotie 
in!aTtirv!fei&;^^d ic mlgiit tten fcaite. bued ieourcd 
"^it^otntim.iftnig^e; it^idioist a ^r with>Fipancev aod . 
dvithobt ieab 6f J)i«r:revtiQiBibh-^f ^^lOfe ^ftfho kwt 
sUo 6eofttft iifiiffe^ in uho ftarfc hid hot beeti nfraki^df 
JBawjLMrft'lifeensy^ ' :^- *- - 

I never (hall be the defender of popular estceflfes^ 
koE iif-^coitinnsffions^hkfa jaux-smSBofgitrihcipctttk of 
th)r oduiacyr; !Gdti Sq^^xdjiDbia l(fl|oul3it obutilikuaiiF 
«Utfyifi«KereQBngi&V i^inc^JwliDcftsnSontibe vantage 
§rQtttid.\ih ^e^i ^tt iQn|y.i)briiaihc^.wicb. comtnoh 
boicfyf.^nd izfjnbmoa^&nfi^ it is bot :yet ftqo >la«e 
fpnieihe/hiehiriiibiirckrs o£ tfaJs:oou*tiyk0iConfid(srrv9eU 
tSm'SiAI^Q^^ ddct jviciaiplorit tbcqaiovfaile'yittipraci- 
tiiQftblc\>^ (gire. a ii^idioeiStioiii^^to.^'i^^ 

i)ic$t1icr Ii^wEi^hcr .Wars ivili 

This 



Tkisrlpint^ at :pi«fent liigili ifi flt:hatd^ ^ ^fc 
3teatt trfal of. that braw aMl viWiiows people ^ 
<onip]^ely d6Ud)r«d (tte ^ft-Wd pemictotfs calum- 
.Tfti«lJp«l>1k)«k <da*^P^^ ft 'hais demoriftritea ft* 
4acder«% to Reform Aiift^ in the gov^rnffihctt is 'ncJt ii 

ttil At +frftar*5«tt b( a fltc tdriffitutiofi by the ^- 
^det«i'toa^t 6fft.{)i^on}m6no=bffi^nce^W^^^ buv 
)<i^^'tilfe <eto€rer]% *h iilt^ly^bditWt to & iubrnfffion 

tift^ttAltc thfe'dtcpeft ithprdfibh. upoh tht govern-' 
4iil(fft^£fi^lld< T4ifeV^yftnlation^cafidift;d% 
^4bia^r cdngr^ttflaiioils ^poii i11« ^fiipptfft 6( tlft 
%tein^ts^ is-^ itBAf a cofiSimhatieli <>f -^e ^Yieatfbit^ 

: If Ireland were conduftcd as ^fhi <k:ght to hty Wh^ 
dependence, in God's name, could we have to place 
^}on ttec if($(ids ? Could ti^proce<^i^'g6veVftm«ik of 
i^tk tiu)lidns i6f h)6fi, h^py ^fiider ^e i^ijby oitilt tif 
Ciir'^(T^t4i6fAkm9ih liav^ 'Odcafkiti 1^0 -bbk to a Wtii^ 
ttatighk^^tsSifyty ^gaiuft t^HtjrK^u^ild )ini»ii<? 
or r^mild My- ^hkg 'but ^ ^htipe of difuhkfii, ^htU 
ddt'^o^ ^Ai .^ricmy by «hc *fl^6 df ^a W&rrd# ^Iky, 
have-ibj^eftcd & ^idak^atrdlSBeblls Hn ^«K^dtei6n I' ^ 

:^fl%ald.3s'a iiope dist iviH rnndn. iuncisiit!^ in 

"Franoe; .andi'wbtbh faoay ^.be CKpeAed'^to .piaodaoe 
Aiturerjsndxilore ditogehius: cx|iodi!dQiis^ .unlcfi> iai(% 

faaioB 



( *^ ) 

f^dion be given to' the fcdlngs of that country* It 
is a dangerous ipode of reckoning, that Bkeiufe the 
people have not manifefted their difcontent by invif- 
utg an cnemy^ they are therefore to be corifidered as 
contented; or, that their wifhes may be the mofc 
Ikfely negtefted. It is juftly obfefved by Locke, 
thdt nations, inftead of being^ prone to refiftr tktk 
governments without cauie, require long condnuetl 
negleft and. provocation to roufe them even to a 
reaipnable and juflifiable refiftance* But he foHows 
this obfervation by reminding the rulers of dates and 
Jkingdonis, that this difpofition leaves them neithfer 
juftification nor proteAion when their authorities are 
iubverted ; and that the degree of difguft, ivhich Will 
at la^ fiirely overturn them, is not matter of fafc Or 
national calculation : that the progreis of difafiedtion 
ik infenfible and invifible, and that ic is frequently 
Hurried on to the fatal concluHon by accidents neither 
tp be forcfeeh nor rdifted* 

* ' . ■ • ' * .' ■ \ 

Thefe Vcfl€<aiorts ought to fuggeft the propiriety <£ 
fecuring this moft valuable part of the empire ftdfti 
the poinble danger of abetter concerted attacks This 
oiight to be done, not merely by more Watchful opcrai'^ 
lions (as I have purpofely (hunned all confideratiofi 
pi -the details ofdepartmentsj, but by fecting the watcli 
in the intierefts ami aflfe^dns of the Irifti people* 

Nothing can accQmpli(h this but the abibhite rc- 
nunciatron of that jcalpiis and feftriaivc fyftem of 
govemmenr, which charaftcrifes the prefent adminif* 

tration 
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tratloi) every ^yb^rc, butjtiQre thao^y where it^tbtf 
Jq/ig<3Qaii To rule wkh fecurity over that people, 
gr over, wy other, in the prefcnt conditio^ of the 
WQrjd^ they mufl: b^kt at their eafe^ atid m^4e happy 
by every indulgence wjthin the com{>aft of their 
goveroment* To make the. intereft of fuppctrtlog 
any civil eftablifliment uniyerfal^ the privileges it 
>tConfers mufi; be made uniyerlal zVo^ To infpire 
the multitude with indignation at a foreign eneqiy", 
^ey muft be made to feel pradically the privileges 
which his invaiion ftrikes at^ and the fociaJ^ blefliiigs . 
if would deftroyt 
>*, " , , _ 

It is ptidj that when peace arrives it may be prudeni 
to confider thefe great obje£ts. But without in&ant 
qonfideration of thenti, peace may never arrive at 
^* .. If I had the princely dominion of Irelaiui^ 
ja^ were lord of all her foil, I nvould chodcHiihat 
momcflt for reforming her parliannem, 4nd fercom^ 
plete emancipation, when the enemy was plying 
lu^an her .coafls : not as a&s of fudden fear, .but of 
iound wifdom and critical juftice. To withhold 
fronn great bodies of a people :the freed and fulkft 
comoiunications of all the privileges, of their govett^ 
ment when its exiftcnce is externally threatened^ ^f 
to bandage up the right arm when an enemy is a|;- 
proaching^ and, by robbing it of its circuUtiOfif ti 
deprive it of its ftrcngth* 

gut the Irifli people flocked with loyalty to the 
^^pdard of thcjr coiaitry* For that very reaibn it 
1 ' (hould . 
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firMTORft. ' Let the p^iii moment be Mii^ ' of 
Mkiog re^mnactoii a''^oA«&in«<ii»''2d! oP )lbd-af ^d 
cttf^tcficd poBcy^ mftead of bekig liercaftcF ah ^"blf 
^Mk>us pn9^^C9y wtkicll may <feAroy ii^ grace aricf 
cifl^ift^ jLet alt the concellldM of gcyv^ftitneht ki 
%6tll e^Rtrks i)e the ee^n^effiofid^ o# wifikto »rxl^be^' 
oefiireffce; and wot, as was happify'fkpreil^d ^f-V 
grtat wrker, Kfce the rrfHtiitiOn of rfcSeti good*/ 
liCe the people of both coiwitnes receive the greatcft^ 
A^ree of freedom wMch the true ^irit of* bur corf-' 
lUtution IS capable of difpenfing, anJi^we-may^^tfiert 
iinile at all invafions^ whatever reach of coaft our 
ntrmies ihay pofie& Under fuch a fySxm^ inftead 
cf riots and nf)iiFmtirings, by coercive a£ls of piflia^ 
mtnt^ every nfian would be a volunteer wkh a' fe^tsii^' 
rage which no muikiy bitt can infpiw^' skidf ereif*'' 
hiMi& and cottage in Girat Bt^kaia and Ii^dand muidi 
fae a barrack fcfn the &ldie& of< tbi^i^ eountrjiC * 

'Thefe aift unfetunancly not abftraflt and fpeeolsiUnnh' 
nfMAoas y tiiey wdold. have been fe formerly : hM 
thtf aire now taught by the awful tioias nc HreriR;. 
it is dheufe of hiftQr)i and obfcn?ation to Wa^ffiido:' 
iiir the Aicure. . w- 

'•• ^' ' •• ^ / / - - ^' _' •••:. -. 

It^wM a reftrj^e fyftem of g(iw«n(itnr ip lioJ^r 
land and the Netherlands, and the eoBTpqato^ divU > . 
fions arnongft their iphabicants, that has fuddenly al- 
ii^ the fece'of Etrrope bythw. fabj^g^on^ aiid it 
is" tte? difference' between the noble and indeppnd^ r: 
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pride of a free government and the vaifala^ ^f^^^"^ 
bltrary 6^er> that is wrefting at this moment fr^ 
the hands of the Emperor the fceptre of his Italian 
ilat^4 

The French fyflem of fraternization, the effect of 
tvhich we have feen with fo much horror, could have 
had no other foundation. If the free governments 
which they fubverted had not fallen off from the 
ends of their inftitutions, their fubverfions would 
have been impracticable, and the memorable decree 
of the 1 9th of November would have been the de- 
rilion, inftead of tlie terror pf Europe. 

I apa forry indeed to remark, that this decree, and' 
tlae fyflem of which it was a part, exifi:ed only upon 
{Aper, atad in the inflammatory fpeeches of enthiifiai^ 
tic men, until confederated Europe began the atSlual 
and forcible fraternization of the monarchical parf 
t>f France* When that nation had effeCled an inter- 
tsal revolution, no matter upon what principle or with 
what crimes, it fliould have occurred to her invaders, 
who could not have looked to fubjugation but by 
tibe divifioiis of civil fury, that they were themfelves 
praAically purfuing that very fpecies of hoftility, the 
theory only of which had been an obje6t of their exe- 
cration, and the foundation of their confederacy. The 
jfame rede6lion ought to have deterred Great Britain 
from the mercileis and impolitic expedition toQuibe- 
ton. The government of France had then aflumed a 
regular form> and was in theexerciic of a regular le^ 

£ galized 



. . ' - I ^6 ) 

'^alizccJ authority> The cfevoted handful of unhappy 
fujgitives from their country could do nothic^ by the 
fword. The expedition, therefore, was to rekindle 
the torch of difcord amidft twentj^-fivc millions of 
men beginning to efcape (vpm its farmer fury, and 
fettled under an eftablifhed governirient. Our inva- 
sion was to wojfk by oonfufion againft eftablifti^d 
authority ; to flir tip all the elements of mifery and 
mifchief amongft the. innocent part of the commu- 
nity, incapable of underftanding tlie caufe for which 
they fought, and without even the hope on our part 
of protedling them from the fury of tire government 
againft which tliey rebelled. 

Wliat was this pK)ceeding but the very fyftem we 
liad imputed to t'rance, and proclaimed with hor- 
ror to the univerfe? 

1 hojpc,.In<Jeed, alt. civilized nations will hereafter 
"cbftc|if in Itigiiiatifing this horrible and barbarous 
lyilemolf hoftilities : a iftranger even to that heroifm 
Wtiich has.unforUmalely cQnvgried the crimes of con- 
^fcieftarito ttie mofl fafcinating triumphs of mankind. 
Il: is . a ^ftem which i* drrcc^lcd againft llie firft 
ptincipte bf fbcial hdnour and happinefs. It beats 
Hlfpior every T5ady degrading^ and dangerous pafllon 
"bf thi tiutnan mind. It does not raife "tbfe open, 
Hh^niy ua'ndard of nation againft nation, bnt.in ttie 
wv^^ia^icebtwafMe, whic^ dilTolves its only inchanl- 
'liienT, divides a hatibn a^ainA itfclF. It makes up 
ah arnrtiy ol" public crime and private difcontttit, 
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l>f honeft error and felfe opinion, of dcfpcratc vice 
and virtuous poverty driven to defpcration. It 
fets free the vi<ftims of the laws to imprifon and 
enflave ih^ ftatej brings into the ^cld againflpne 
another men v/hom the fam? Ui^i and th^ fat^c 
fathej^ have bed, and which, inftw4 pf fcl^rfing this 
. horrible conflift by the cannon aod. thc.fwQc.4 tl|c 
fliorteft cure for the mifcries i: hw ei\g«Klerfi^, 
and extending no further than tP th<? a&us^l cqh?- 
batants, fpreads wide the defoUtiqn by the (Jowfr 
weapons of jealoufy and diftryft, gf terrpr ai^ vw- 
geance; fcowers the laiKl with difr^fe and famine^j and 
by tlie dtilruftien of public credit, public cpnfidiea5^, 
and public opinion, dc^ftroys for the p^^Jiritf , »and pvits 
CO the die of chanc& hereafter, thie existence and 
evea the name of a country, ^ 

When my fubjeft is attended to, I have no apo- 
logy to make for this digreffion. Indeed it can 
hardly be called one; becaufe the fafts .which gave 
; rife to it fVand in their proper places as coon^ftcd 
with the origin of the war againft France, and he- 
caufe the refteftions from thenn are not i|>ontan^us, 
being diftated by public duty to the biftoriaa of 
fuch events. 

The exceflfes which ..unfortunately diftingvfiflied 
the French revolution, foon after the proclama- 
tion, further favoured the fyftem of antipathy againft 
France, and the death of her unhappy monarch yet 
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%tlHPi; Hpftii^ tte plaiMof government already In 

Before this, menwiableaera. there was z vifiWe dif- 
pofitioh m minifters t6 a rupture with France, but the 
ftiife <)f her fituation infpired the French councils with 
a prudence which difappointcd it. Minifters had 
liotoriotrfijr ebnnived at, if not affiffed in fomenting 
the confpiracy then foroiing throughout Europe ; 
they had covertly libelled France in the proclamation 
which M, Chauvclin, by order from his court, had 
t^nly mildly complained of i they had withdrawn Lord 
Gqwcr fronti Paris i they had fet on foot a corre- 
Ipondence between the fecrctary of ftate and her ny- 
nifter'^hc^e^in the mod imperious language, and uppn 
complaints which Ihe either difavowed, or to the rc- 
i^Qval jsf which ftc fecmed to fubqfiit, 

•'v 

•' AH thcfe provocations wer« refifted by France, 
ttd the conceiSons which Ihe made before and after 
Odi^rtfbfal to acknowledge her ambaflador woqld 
fckrcely be believed, if it did not remain on record in 
the correlpondence. as it was laid before the Houfc of 
Gommons by minifters thernfclves^ to vindicate their 
conduft in difmiffing M. Chauvelin, and to juftify 
Ae war which it produced* 

This corrcfpondence is ftarccly known to, or re- 
colle^ed by^ the English public^ Its authenticity is 
vnqueilionable, and the examination of it will place 
|fae ambors of the war |n their proper colours. 

5 . . ;. Pi* 



( ^9 ) 
H^imiSonof M. Chauvelin, a^amfnTfiador^mi 
file King of the French, commenced in the ^«ing 
of ly^z i and his fir ft note, as appears by thecorrc^ 
Iporidence with Lord Grcnvillej bears date the 1 2th 
of May in that year. It had for its objedl to cxpkin 
to the coqrt of Great Britain (as will appear by re- 
ference to it) the reafbns which had determined 
France to a war with the Emperor. 

It ftated, in the name of the Fjrench King, that a 
great confpiracy had been formed^^in JEufope againft; 
France to .deftroy her new conftitution, .which Ixe 
bad fworn to maintain, malking for a p^a^n the^ 
preparations of its defigns by an infujting pity i&tf* 
his perfon and a zeal for his authority* 

It fet forth theremonHrances which he (the French 
King) had made upon theiiibjciSl: of this caafition, 
firft to the Emperor Leopold, and afterw&rds to 
Francis, who fucceeded him. He informed Great 
Britain, that it had at laft been avowed, and a dc*\ 
claration made, that it ihould not ceafe *^ wti^ 
^^ France Jhotdd remove the ferious caufes which had, 
^^^ ghmtife h it'' The note added, that this dfe-^ 
claration had been accompanied with the aflembliiig 
of troops upon all the frontiers of France, evidently 
for the purpofe of conftraining her inhabitants to 
gitcf the forn) of the goYernment they had cholen, 

Jlaving thus ftated the ca^es of the war with iJici 
H^perpr, the French King appe^ed to theBritifti 

govern- 
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^QVipromeut/ojc the juftice ctf his daufe; and, tare- 

jmavie all jealoufies refpeding this country which liad 

bee4 i^dufiriQufly circulated, Moiifieur Chauvelin^ 

ia bis najpae^ aftd by his authority, further declared, 

*5 ibaiwhaievtr might be th fate of arms in that toflr^ 

^^Fr^ttjce rejj^Bed all ideas of aggrandifement \ that fl?e 

\f^ mmld preferw ber liberty ^ her conjlitution, her un* 

'^y alienable right of reforming herfelf whenever Jhe 

^^^ might think proper \ that fhe never would allow other 

'/^.powers to uQurifb hope of dij£lating laxvs to her. 

'^^ Mul thai that very pride^ fo natural dndfojyjly was 

*^ a jfure pledge to all the powers from whom fhe fhot4d 

^^ receive no provoeation^ not only of her conjanf pa* 

-^\dfic difpofition^ but alfo of the rejpe£l which France 

: -** wouldj^em at all times for the laws, the cufioms, apd 

^^ fhe forms 0/ governments, of different nations J"' 

\ As at this time much had beeafaid of attempts 

^'tnade by Fraisce to produoe difturbances in this 

-cdOlit^y, the notefurther declared, ",/Aa/ the Frewh 

'^^* Kitig''deftredt0 have it [known ^ that he would publicly 

^^ find fever ely difavow all agents at foreign courts ^ in 

^^ peace with France y whojhould dare to depart an injlant 

• -^^from that refpe&y either by fomenting' or favouring 

• ^^'ihjuife&ion agamfi the eftablifhedotdier^ or bymUr^ 
-'^^-fof'fkg'in any manner whatever in the inferior poli^ of 

^ '^^fucb 'Ji(^es, under pretence, of 4. ptiifetyfifmy ipkich^ 
"■"■ ^^^'e»drcljki'itt^ the d&minions of friendly paw^^h' ^Qtild be 
. . 4t^^. f^al violation of the law of nations/': ■ > 
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'f his note wa^ dated, as 1 have obferved, on the 
1 2th of May, 1792. ^o anfwer was given to it, 
until the 24th of the fame month, whfcn Lord Gren-» 
ville, parting by the cau(es of the war with the Em- 
peror, declared, *' that Great Britain j faithful to her 
^' engagement Sy would pay the Jlri£lejl attention to pre* 
^' ferve that' good underjlanding 7vhichfo happily fubfifiei 
^* between his Mdjejly and the Mojt Chrijlian King'^ 
But notwithftanding this declaration, the royal pro- 
clamation had iffued only three days before, and in 
the very interval between M. Chauvelin's note and 
tbis anfwer to it. 

The proclamation, it is true, took no dire<?l: notice 
of !Prance ; and being an a6l of national police, 
France had, in ftridtnefs, no right to complain of it 
Yet tire period of its ifluing being fo critical, 
M. Chauvelin repeated to Lord Grenyille, the day 
afterwards, the aiTurances he had made on the 1 2th 
of May preceding ; and- in another letter, received 
by Lord Grenville in June, expreflCbd himfelf a3 
follows : V 

^' If certain individuals of this country have ifiahtijhei 
^* a correfpondence abroad, tending to exdte ^ troubles 
'^therein, and if as the proclamation feems to infinuate\ 
^* certain Frenchmen have come into their viewsy thai ts 
** a proceeding wholly foreign to the French nalhfy to 
^^ 'the i^i/lative body, to the King, and to his minifiersi 
** // is a proceeding of which they are entirely ignoranf^ 
'* which militates againft every principle of jujlice, and 

" which 



^ which, whenever it became known 4 pjouU be. nni^ 
** Wr/ally condemned in France. , Independently of, thofi\ 
^^ principles of jufiice^ fr^m which a free people ou^bi 
*\never.to deviate, is it not evident, frof^K a diie]C(int* 
^[jderation of the tfue interejs .of the French nc^tioHf 
*\th4t Jhe ought to defire the interior tranquillity^ :tks^ 
" continuance andtheforceofjheconjliiutmofacounfrp, 
*} which Jhe already looks upon as f;er n^turMt allyf ^1a- 
*.* not this thekonly. reafoncd?le wijh wMch^ people ca^r^fo^m, 
*^ who fees fo mar^ efforts united againjl its liberty '?^,_ , 

. /* The minijier plenipotentiary, deeply fe^fthk ofjhffe. 
** truths, and of the maxims of univerfal morality ,uppii. 
^^ which they are founded, had^ Mlrea^^ reprefented. then^ 
** in an official note, which he tranfmitted to the Britijh 
** mnijlry the i^th of this month, by theexpref^deirs 
^^ of his court; and he thinks it .his duty to repeat, on^ 
** the prefent occajon^ the important declarations whi^b . 
^^ it contains.^'* . . ^ ,^ ^ 

in the month of'July, \vheii the vafl CQftfeJ^eracy . 
fcegun in Europe was mofe vifibly extending itfelf . 
againil France^ M. CbauTclin, in the name of the 
pjrench King, carneftly applied for the mediation of 
Great Britain upon the fubjedl. A|ler rtating the, 
public proceedfings of the di^erent nations^ tlie noje,. 
CQOciuded as follows : 

** The Jleps taken by the cabinet of P^enna amongjf 

H the different pozvers, and principally amongjl the flllies,^ 

*^ */ hii Britmnk Majejly, i^ order to engage ^ th^m in,, 

' ' ./, . • ' ' ^ d qUar- 
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**% jitikefftsdithicom prefori de^y^lfiir 

y^ithifrtn M Vm:€dl^incis\ thi iifriais Sfldhi 
^tQ-'jS^ ili^reiti 'iAmiers if ^i Qermnic kod^ to mtki^ 
,^JkiM deviate from that wi^e setUkdR^^t^l^ iheir 
^pQlttkd Jtnaiion, and rBeir dtartfit inkr^^^.pr^ihe 
"^to ibem ; the arraHgen^m taken t0itb diferent foi/e^ 
"^rei^Mt of bdl^y to dnermu ihm to 4^ bo0ely 
^^^SM^ f^a»c€ ;' Otti, kfilyi' the-itttiri^ui^ fy^^Hek 
f *%J?w^ has Jufi: bfjtn it$dtk:ed ti arm agahlft thf.iPHfiit^- 
fV ttOion of Ppiand\ t^ery thing points out frejh marks ^ 
'^ o/a/voJH co/fj[pira0 agahift f^^ j^t^^^ which fifffls 3to; 
^ threaten to fre^fm Europf in unil^effal «s£^r, 

' y fbe. confeamces of fuph a^ cQnf^ratyyf&rmed by 
^"^fhe cmcurren(;e^pf powers wb^hafuehtinfohn^Hvak^ 
«« wilibi edjilyfelf by his Britannic. Majefy: ^behi^iie^ 
** ofBurppe^ thi independence of the ^mnt poimy^ il^e 
ygeneraLpeace-y every CQj^^deratio^^whiiih at^U^fin^s 
^fJb^s fixed the attention, of thtEngli/h gov^rnnfet^j^ y is . 
^* at ptice exp(^ed and threat£nedji . , ; • v- * * -^ 



5^ The^^JKing pf the Frm>B prc/mts thefe ferlm ami ^ 
'^^'jmpin;tant .^^Jl'Itratiofii^M ,the foUdtuJe 'and'to t^& 
'^^fri^ndjhip of hu Britmrnc Maj^Jly.. Stroti^ly pfne^ ^ 
*■' trated withtj^marks of interejl and of affection wVitb ^ 
^ he has rtceivid fr4>i9i hinf; he invit^ ^jm t^, fe^ ^ 
^^ his xioifdontj in his fipudiion, and in his infiuenc^f^ FH^^^ 
*^ comp^tiblHjifith the kt^ndence of the French ntftipk^^ 
/^ to ftopywhiljtit isjilltimei the pro^efs Sf ^Jadt cttih- 

F ^^ federacy^ 



^^ukmy'^ w^k equ^, ihriatens ' ^ J^A '^^ ^^-^ 

^4f^^.Jrp0j^ to ibii pro/eS ibpfif 0f\bU 

f^ 4£i^f ^wbm k magf be vAfiaiu^Jr^ intot if^. q% ^ff^- 
^^jfii0 bfiu^^^ idi^oi^ drmm itUo^^ii ^(m-fiixi^ Jf* 
^v4kJ^^ priuxii^f tb€:fai^ as^mll di 

4|B |||ieiSt8'4e^<Ji4yy in litliik^/ alid' rvpe^ingfornMa* 
•aObt^hcjes .o^.:^ie^dflMp «b!«^^ France, ai^ oP» 
Jifpofktofi 'e» niaijtt^tii tfe: frappy harmony whick 

^«doi|i.lra&j«6^ in th< .fellowmg \irords : 

'^. ■ , Vi .-r .' ■. . . , . . . ■< 

* . > V • . - <« ..'.-_ f : . ■ . ' . -• 

' ifWiM^m^^^ to mem kihtpre^ 

f^firvMtiwoff'e-^^fiineiitafiadce'ht^^ ike otyr 

-**^^kli-<ihat. efftSti ' ani are (omfamU'^ifMiis %»d^ 
,**: »n£wi^ tise pHacip^^^^ ^huh lotern its &t«4ii$, 
*' Sat the Jim fettti'mnutbhicb hdw dttimintd. him 
iff «oe A>. talte A: fart in theititihui dfJinofPrmcf, 
f^'oas^itqua^ id- induce Mm t&^^^ 

r.'^rha^-ifiihetmi % mJthk M^iJly'*itstmtgMBi^ . 

'i*fi§^. 'mttrveM-jfiiieotmeiUi ■ or of W'^ikhti^Sa^ 

'^fdriiaiaft^dr '■ '■; -■ ■ ■ * ' / • ..;•;■ '1 ■ 'b-* ^s- .. ' 

'•■' ••-■ '■•■.■ ■ '. '■. '., ■^"- . :•.. • ...:'. ■..'».•'.'%'/,. " 



'file ttpreiOiort of xhis jskcidfrnmation^;^ to. intar^ 
fei^With th(^ ifiterml ^HSiirs pf Fnmce^ was^ ^i^i^fetti • 
i)n}y;ia few days beliH^ O^auvcltn w«»;or^iit(i:tQ^ 
quit ihe^ klbgdom> undef iht drcumftanca of ^HSt 
iiKofcnknce wKich will preTciidy s^pear.ltD hjiirit at^ ^ 
tcnd^ his difrniilion; and the refufsU to loediftte ynk 
the jEmpcrtir for the i^ftoratian of peace, .riti>out.l.U 
concurrence with France in her defire of oiedi^tiQOt 
ir^srgiven ztJthit very &mcxfMtMtfL t)uit» witliout 
farmg^^^.aK d^fired by HoUaod tpimef^Rffddte^in >Mr 
afi^f^ we^^were involving her in tint hpirors of^v^r - 

- Tlw.prcw^ terminated dl h^pe$<)^. 

tranquillity in £urQ|>e| fiirniftdf the tttie eyf^ i» 
explain every fuccteding z£k, of has 14^jefty*s prel^t 
cgipi|ciis« , We fliatt find them uoifcM^noly zai Icni* 
^^ovip^ pl^ecyaQt of the moft novel pvn&ilioB»^Iuch 

but ov^rteapjiiilg every r^Jbkberto adc^od by^ngu* 
j^j^yejbn^^ in feektng^Jui^csKu^ t» «war; <* / 

.j^i^afori^ki <l^ <Mihippf.Kiitg>of Fjrsnee.%!u ' 
|^|p^i|i^yi(irikiH«Si And d(q|^ivcd«bf dut funjStiottt'' 

,^^.« .Mid M. Cil^vdiit tyt^ ilill caoitiiMcch ^r 

I" 4 '*• ThAugh 




l^cimie^ '3*if h the ftcfcttry -rf ftatc ; and- it appfawfsi 
by refemiig to «, dial Ihc fJimrges mar*' hy.thh 
cao&tT)r to tii6 eopdvrd^ of JKranc* w*re j^tiheifMf 

fhcfc;:.^ ' -. • ' > 

^ * it mtdttmd ' «ttavk npttn Holland, aWd at all^ 
tTCfit* i viblatioii of hi^r rigfttsi ni^^ithfeutdiog hct^ 
' netttrditi^, by the procccdtngs of the Convention rc- 
ij>e6tifig fte' SdScHe, and the dpmrog a jjiffige 
through it to attack t\ie citadel of Antwerp i the 
FrexKh inyaiioit ah* pofleffion of the Kttherfands, 
-4 \^ i!hc emroara^c^ In othet 
• c^urrtriesjT not orrly bf erni2artes in this cbuntiy^' 
' bo\:bf thedeeree oF the 19th of Ndvetnber/ Urhich 
ip6ntairied a formal ^laratiori to cxttnd utiwetMly 
<hA new ^inc^^s of gorerntoent adbptcicf in PtSiftfce, 
andjlo e^nioer^ n^Tt in aH coiwitricsr ^«rt iA thofe 
^yhich.-v^cttcwcral** , 

< M. Cbauvdin had a^mtd hivn/kif vjm ififeTe 
f fxjkjc&s m fl^ e^lj pm of tke corrc^endetKe ; but 
^ W;iiis bfrnsA eJiamfler of amb<»flad<ir v(ra$ ibea ' CiWi** 
' fidereil^ ta 4iey vkcked^^ I ^porpofely pafs ihtirn 0^«» 
:fce«:ai4is thicy ,w^re aftenMnrds fottnaliy repeatbly.^ Md 
- : nnixlfi m .jthe ^ fime woi^^ i«^He» iMf, -Cfi^ v^difi^ ^ 
rift^aiuanr, i^^^jr, piijftnied Juar kttcjrsi ojf en^^M^ 
%^frw» tiie ««c|(SMtivc.pouncil oiF France^ the ^^i^Mice 
. of which were forDaally rcfufcd by Lprd Gf eovilki. 
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i Iir tWr rtdfe tfetticctitiY* ooitmcJI i^h 1h ttrrm 
dedaftdi ^^ that J^ran^e wwU-fiff^'thr fiif^ 
^^M&oktwBUjl^tiny^p^^^ thiiifhi' 

^^'hai^befin timmcid^ and a^iH reitouHcedy i^etj'coh'^ 
-* ift^i }ind that hit occttpation of the Loii; tZuntries 
^^JhcuU qnfy continue during t^e waXy and the time 
^f which .might he necejfary for the JBelgimx to conjoti'- 
HiiofiJheir Ubertiis\ after ivBich let them heha^ff^ 
H f'rance i^olddfini her recompince in their feticiiy.^* 

With regard to the Scheldt^ Ihe confidcred that 7& 
Z matter be^tweeh England and Belgiutn, as inde^ 
{lehd^nt. nadons^ upon the. principle of her former 
dl^d^atioq regarding that.couhtry^ expfeiiing herfelf 

<? iSl&e executive council declares^ not with a view qf 
^^ yielding tofome expreffions of threatening language^ hft 
^Jolely to render homage h truth y that the French fe\ 
*^pubBc does, not intend to ereSl itfelfAnto an univerfai 
'* arbitrator of the treaties which bind nations^. , She 
- ^ wiU Imw how to refpeS other governmentSyasJhe will, 
*^ take' Care to snake her own . refpeSled. She does not. 
^ Wifhto impoje laws upon at^ one, and wfll.not^ft0^r 
-^ar^ one to Utipofe laws upon her. She has renounced^ 
^^.and again r\nJounces every conquejl^ and her pccupafipi^ , 
^^of 'the Xow Countries Jhall only continue, t^img^ 
^the^War^ and the time which maybe necefaryt tg ti>e. ^ 
'^' Belgians i& iiifure at^ confoUdfttejheir liberty 
^^^whicttVl .them "be inci^peddini and happy f^J^rance will 
. *^£nd her rectmpence in tbeit felicity. 
•*'^ ^'men 



\^ifb^ that natmjbtt^ iitfiuniinthefu^ehjey'^ 
^-ww«f «/ M^trty^jf^ken it^ geim'/d.'fi^Ucml^ 
^i^4bsnt0^ithutj^^ then^Eit^atdand Heir 
<f JM^jCi//«fC^>d^ mpm^nce to JM op^mttg ofjie 
•* Seb^^ ib^ m<^fut the affair into a direS nfg/^tia-- 
*^^iifnwih Silpa. If the BeipanSj^ ly atcf fmtifoe . 
^ «5&tf«rti*r, cotife0 to iipri^e, tbemfelves cf the navi^ 
^ pUim ^ frame will mt <^^fe it I i^ 

^wii kmm^ him to rejpe9 their independence^ even in . 
^^thmm^rir ' '''^ f •''/''• ;,^ 

' The charge /dT fhoo^iraging Ic^uion againft g^ 
m»uhi^ |-epe%d*i^id^ijlidtgnation in the . 

hogiM^ cif her fomier dedarations en i\i€ iubjei^i ' 
WB&ii^tti^ the wnilru^lloii put upon the de^r^e 

^u0Bt»iioky tmUfs-to tbe-fi0 eafe tniicihich thi ge^ 
^erityi^ ^ t^e natieni cttisfr^^^ 
^^p!^e3,J^ <aU the Firench ifat^n io its 
** at^ fraternity* Section em certaijifynwer he i 
^^JfrMed iiio the general will, ^fi (m ideas tf^f^^liU^ 
«*Jw^ mtb^otbery'^ci a^/editkn hmji^m^^^ be 

^ttwf 0tht^ than themvemekt cf a frnail nmbei' MgMfi 
^fhtmi^n at Ur^eX Mdtlns movemint ivo0xe0J^h; 
*^ #^(2ki^ ihcmembm^'ajfbe^^^^ 

^'ftVt^ fifty eii^l^Mre^ Wff, 

^^^^^i^»/fffm ^^ V ^ 




^J(i^ 1^:^]^^ Fr,$mt^ it «w mt xe^t^^trimt 
. ^' in Memy /^ F^rth^ ^r in Elimbttb of E^gkmif M 

f 1 i^ssfj^ Ufi^ned, ta ibfm. fbt knmdg^ . p/ the gmx^ 
^f wiU^jsthe onfy baju oftbt tra%fitSii^nii4 n^km 9^\ 
If §acb other ; andw€ can mfy tre^il wltb^my gsv^mm^A , 
^J whatever on this prineipk^ that fucb a gofmrnmem is 
^ deemed the organ of the general wiU of the naiim\g$^^ 
^^ verned. . ..- ^ 

•' 5^ Thus, when by this natural interpritation^ 4eMnt 
^^of the 1 ^thofNavemker is redmedtowbMit imtfhtm 
9 f^Ues^it^ zuil.be found tbM it onmnMcHrmtiie^mmfM 

. ^UhanamdS^f the general. will, and ibttJ^epnd:M0 

^ ^^ doubt, 4iHdJo effeSually founded in righi^ ^ thai it wan 
^* 0drcely worth, the trouble ta expre/s iL 0» this «- 
^f <:<?if«/jr the -ex^k^iUivc coimfil thmks tbstrJb^i^^ 

, *i tbi§ right mighty perhaps^ have betn difpenJiuiwi^Jy 
^/ike JSloiumal yCotfvention^ and did not deferw'M be, 
^^.made.the 4d?je3 of a particnlar decree. But ^^iih jAt 
tT. interpretation which precedes if, it cannot ghk mifi^ 

ii^fs.fo.4^ nation whatever J* 

JK^^ipg adv4^^^ tbc fWtcrialpam a£:4be 

05rc#c«)df'acey I defirc :very, diftinflly to fee undnr^ 
ijtood,. that I am iK»: i^indertaking the. jtiftificacw^vof 
the <^J)ri<}uft of France, at this period, thouKb J (feaH- 

. With xt^^jrd to this decree qi the ij(^h^lS[<iyea:d>.W' 

,;- - ' ^ ^ ^ no 



0mi;:4kthm^^iKimm- m$r jiai&m i^log ^ii|ir 
1f3m^»m9^t, «s J^ttg lyK^ittui did W^0§te»d^ olt^ 

kMW^i^ich ;Witjari% ifi^pasoct^ dietoi^ 

£dpglitod ihould have rcfted fccure /rom the an^j^temt*^ 
^QQ,:;plrt|)ie oihcr poincs in diffcri^c^ aa thcj^arc 

:4|l^)lAi|M^ ii)r.th^ c^ire^tcMxfeace,::»ft Ids tluit Bie 
i^qtll^ ^as^ If lord upon (6t^^iinri% oC^cm^^ctt' tl^ 

.l^lfif^^^ eo«t)(^ "ta^iv^. finc^t^^r 

u9hmh I vp^f^ly .fraid^^ but I h^ard the Jifltfikyn> 

aifDiii^ t^rit^e)»<^ioi^^ the 

utffamtnlboqdatioiis pof wary as j(^r^ffioii6.iw!hiiE:b dd^ 
mktcii aa/ctjdetM»t^v w df iiegolvatmri 

itpa»^tcrai&'cgisfift<)m i»kk d%tt% 

LfJSxiti unfiKtwnatcly* nckSer ef ^hefe cotirfes;«fte. 
plirfiicdf V We neidier ^nade war uponihrfe J^^^^ 

||iriM«mptalj^ nor weu^ ^e eonfc^t 16 ptft tbcir^ n^^ 

. I^i :&tters .of > cre&Q^ \^nt . fijr' ^e vitpulffie' 
refufcd, nw becawfe of thifc enomtraicd a^g- 
Z " greifiom^ 



|i^0^^ or oJf any oih^, but bccaUfc' Ac wa^a 
t-qftrtjJic ; aidd in a fc\f days aftemard$> Monfietjk 
tklbiMiyfS^^ who pre&ntdi tlieffl, was alio di&nist^ 
&mi, ike iingdbfflf; iiotl)e6ai^e tBe anfwcrs of tiS 
j^O^ni^nt ^ere ifcciax^ed linfatJitfaiElcr^r on. A^ 
fkinitaoig<e&e(lto, btit bccabfetheTVracKnKma^^^^ . 
liftd teliil finally tcrmmated by the dellifudioh of 
iltf^r iLing. Oh that account folely iVfonlteu^ 
C%Mli¥^Iill !fais ^ireac4 oh the 24th of Jariuaiyj 
l^^Jyto-qiih this kingdom ; thfe King having d^i 
timtd^hy the fecretarjr of ftate, « That afUrfuthak 
^^tvmi'^'his Mojefty could no longer petmU UsrefidSnci 
^*^Mere/^ And the cdaimunicalidh of that order to 
AA; Rirli^ent oti the iBth of January following^ 
eigt^flly flated his difmiiffibn td;be '•* (m dccodnt of 
*f ^t'kft^ d^ocitms aSi perpetrated at ParUT 



re this period, France watj, uridbiibtedly, fo-' 
lanfoos &r peace* She had' done noi]^ of the a<^ir 
ai^pIaiSed of In the cdrrei|^dehcey until, bet ind$^ 
peodchce had Beeit threatened by a hoftileoonfis^- 
deracy/ She had prayed the m<^ialibh of Greal^ 
Bnfaih to diffolvethat confederacy/ iand to avert its 
coi&fcquentosV .. She had drfavo^^cd donicjucfl: ahd 
aggr^li^ixeotentV and the! only ^^eps ihe had takbni 
iacttofifi^twith that deciaratido,. were invaiions.<^t 
tferaiories of pHnces comf^ confele-: 

xiled'againllher. She offered tocefpcStlieii^tfah 
ofHoIUnd/ iaind*fcte 
- M^v*v , '^\*^^^ Ihe ^vernmibnt bTX3reat Britain'. 

G ^ Tbi$, 
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This poflure of things, which, if not wholly iktii^ 
la<5toty, was certainly a poftiire for sCmicablc arid 
commanding fettlemen tj the Br iti fh governrhant thus 
diilurlied by an a<5t which may be termed an interfe- 
Ycncc with the internal gdvernmen t of France ; accom- 
panied befides with what cannot well be denied to be 
ail infiilt by thofewho maintain that LordMalmes- 
Bukt WAS INSULTED. Monfieur Chauvelin was dii^ 
inifTed from this kingdom, liot as Lord Malmelbury 
Was from France, becaufe his terms of negotiation 
were inadmiffible ; but becaufe no intercourfe ti^tm 
any terms could be admitted to a nation which with 
cruelty or injuftice had put her king to death. I am 
not juflifying or extenuating the regicide — tut 
\vhat had this nation, as a nation, to do with it? 
Woulrf any one of thofe who,^ in confidering it as 
a murder to be avenged by England, have been ac- 
ceffary to the deaths of above a million of innocent 
unoffending men, and to the mifery and dcvallatioB 
of Europe, venture now to confider it as a frefli caufe 
of hoftilities, if all the crowned heads in Europe were 
to be cut of by their fubjedls ? — I believe not. In^ 
deed fuch a caufe of war has been lince abandoned :, 
but by what (iages, upon what principles, and with 
what cbnfeqiiences, I ihall examine hereafter; 

In this ftate of things the king met the parliament 
ontheiizthofDecernber, 1792; when notwithiland- 
ing the conciliatory declarations detailed inihe prece- 
ding corre^ondcnce (to the whole af which ^fiarJia* 
ment was.Jiilla nentireftranger},\m Majefty was ad- 
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vifed by his tnipifters to repeat the fame three dircA 
charges againfl France, which had been before made 
to her ambaffador, and upon the footing of thefe 
complaints, without fabmitting the, anfvvers which 
had be^n given to them to the conlidcration of parlia- 
ment, they called upon the country to enable them 
to augment our forces, and mixed in their addrefs 
to the throne, but flill more In the debates which led 
io It, a language of reproach and infult wholly un- 
exampled in . the proceeding of any public council 
to the government of an. independent nation, 

, To fave the country rushing down this precipice 
pf ruin in. the phrenzy of alarm, which every nerve 
of government had been flrained to propagatie, Mr. 
Fox^ on the 1 5th of December, when the Speaker 
pf the Houfe of Commons had reported the King^s 
anfwer to the addi:efs of the'Houfe, and whilft M. 
Chauvelia w;is yet in England, propofed, " That 
^^ an htmbh addrefs Jhould be prefented to his Majefiy^ 
<« fraying that he would he pleafed to apfomt a nunifter 
^^^'to be fent to Paris to treat with the persons 

*^ H^BRGISING PROVISIONALLY THE FUNCTIONS OP 

** GOVERNMENT IN France, touching Jtifh ^in$s as 
^^ might be in- difference belweeri his Majefty and his 
^ ailies and the French nation J*, 

At this time the French govcrnraent had done jpd 
one a(5t which even minifters themfelves confidered 
a$ ^\ faundatibn for war ; fince war was not even 
propofed in tfce King's fpeech ; but, on the cqntrary, 

G 2 the 
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^Kteh was gomg on af tiis very periody^ cpntint^i^i tp 

«prcf9 THE MOST rACliriC BlSPQSfTIQKS. 

The propofition tva^ therefore the mpftimpprtaf^ 
'ip ippitit of matter, and the moft critical in point ^ 
time, ever o^ered to the confideratipn pf parliamenti 
^nd it was made in a manner the moft fimple an4 
ftffeifting; afraid of irrifating where the objjed wa? 
to jpcrfuade, and fuhdued by the dreadfully impend:? 
Jng calamiti^, Mr/ Fox put the rein upon tha| 
overpowering eloquence which fo eminently diftin-* 
^ifhes him, and in a very few, plain, un^nfwer-* 
Ible fentcnce§, beieeched the Houie to try the cSeiSt 
trf ii^gotiatioh before ftcps were takep \ypich woul^ 
lienritialjjly firing on "hoflilities : tP prepare vifitl^ 
Tigour and firranefs fpr war, bi^t with ' pruddhee 
arid gentlenefs to cultivate peace. 

> Whf n this propofition was ma^e, thb ANN^SfA- 
. Tiow OF Belgixjij/i, now thp m^in obftacle to pea^^ 
\^ras diikvow^ by Erane^ ;. and, as fhe was a fuitqr tq 
.: Vf. befides ior. our mediation- with the Einperof, ,it 
tis^jcaf^- to^ ho^y furejbe roj^d was to its return tq 
t ^ (QJ5°u?ar. gijiretnni^fJt . - Ttie /Ccurit}; . p£ Hollapdjj 
i/iprfiitft ihi: pfitfeTY^. her |ieytrality, ^ya^ P^ci^, 
r iMf in * mant^r guaranteed- ^ Th^ anciiqut limita pf 
^-Poance. w^ece pirppoffd fks^her^ dpjnimQH, ^d impjiicit 
rcfpedi: was manilp^ed to the independence ^nd con* 
:fe^of^W ;j^tfoirT^ft^ew^ 

force of 4elufioi3 and infatuation* tbajt Mn^Fpx a&n>- 

pofition^ 
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l^fij^iT, thou^ its 6b}^SL W9ai't(> iwtP^-^Tfr^^ 
^bilfl it conceded iK^^hiogj^ and though j^t cf^^a^ j|;fpL 
a perfop long'tbc fiiyaOTite,^Qdtftt|^^ 
^ill the favourite of the Houfe of Commons, yet it 
^was tccmvtd amhM almoft uniA^r^^^ burfts of diS^p- 
ij^nAi^tipta^ fcarccly rnfieed with the.Qhierygijp^ pf 
.jnrliamentajry decoruib. Some perfoAS'loDg att^ch^ 
.j?d to thi3 great irmn^ by friendship, as well as opi- 
:|aioa^ foemfxi to forget their reverence ^or bis taJ^^Q^s 
and integrity, and one went the length of lampjptwpg 
*'fvmlw former political attachment to him, r, r, 

- : For having njadc this prapofition I v^l not yij}-» 
i^t^e Mr. Fox i his own eloquent and ma^rty 
ivindicatipii of it, ^i$ prediiSlionSi, too fatally a©* 
"^^othplifhedi arid the grdans of a fuffpriqg^jarcffJd, 
l^j^ar liwful tcflimony for hiirn* 

At the time this motion was made, the correfpon- 
dtnce betwfecn Lord Grenvilk and M. Cbaiia^dih 
tl^bg ftill Icept back from tbe Haufc of Ckmw^Vj 
^INJh Fox himfeif did not kdow the additipnal fsmti'^ 

''dations he had for bis propoiitioii : it refied up^n 
ms own wife Forecaff at' the time he made if ; *irt, 
!h a few day a afierwards, tbe wboJe detaHBtMrtare 
torriiniinicated by a ineffage- from thi^ Kingi* iaod 

^ iK^fe'^e'Hbafe ^(iommbhs^fouiid iirthelubim^ 



'^ Sccj>icjtmg^$Wffai;c to the feofif-of t^^iaion^ "^^^ 
iK>n.>>- when 



( -46 ) 

"Afien they refufed ne^ofiating) fla additional juftifi- 
iation for the war. They thanked his Majefty for 
his gracious communication, and pledged their 
lives and fortunes to fuppprt hoflilities. 

It is impoflible not to papfe here, fpr a njoment, to 
contemplate the probable confequewces, if wehadai* 
tended to the counfels of this exalted and difinterefled 
flatefinan at that critical and momjsntous period* 

The regular governments of Europe, as if they 
were one power, furrounded Great Britain with ijn- 
broken force and refources ; a confederacy which 
would have been infinitely more awful and command* 
ing, if the principles of its union had only been com* 
anion fecurity^ Had Great Britain, the firft amongfl: 
the nations, and enjoying herfelf a free conftitution, 
accepted the offer of being the arbitrefs of the repofe 
of JEurope, with what a commanding voice might 
Ihe haTe fpoken to France whilft her fadlions wero 
tearing one another to pieces, and her government 
eould fcarcely fupport itfelf during peace ! ^ 

• If, inftead of inciting and encouraging the princes^ 
of Europe to invade France, for Ihe purpoie ofdifr. 
fciying her^eftabjilbojent,, we had become her fccurit^ 
againft th,eii:.iiiyafi.Qns, whilft her revolution flxould. 
Ik confined to.hQr own ]Liipit5,aGd.fu.l^e<Sj5, it is uoJ^ 
ppflible to believcf upon any reafoning from-huiiiiin- 
life Or experience, t^4t Europe CQuIdMvc now bj:ea 
iirits prefent condition. But ii*, inftead of this //t^-v^ 

and 
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and merely prevmtivt. influencc/Grcat ^i;it^nji mjSx 
true fpirit and in the full rijpenefs of civil wifdomi 
hadifelt ajuii and generous compaffion fortheiufifei:- 
•ings of the French people; if, feeing, thena ,tbirfHiig 
for liberty, but ignorant of the thoufand difficulties 
.^vhich attend its eliablifhment^ fhe ;.had taken a 
friendly, yet a commanding part ; if, not contenting 
hcrfelf with a cold acknowledgnaent of the king of 
the French, by the iniidious forms of an cmbafly, 
Ihe had become the faithful, but at the. fame time 
the cautious protector of the firll revolution ; if fhc 
had put the rein upon Europe to prjevent its inter- 
fcrence, inflead of countenancing the confederacy of 
it? powers againfl: it, the unhappy Louis might now 
have been reigning, according to his oath, over a 
free people ; the horrors of fucceeding rievolution* 
might have been averted, and much of that rival 
jealoufy, the fcourge of both nations for fo many 
centuries, might, without a^cdling the happy ba- 
lances of our mixed conftitution, have been gradu 
ally and hapjpily extinguiflied. 

. The powers that then exiAed in France, however 
infinccre, or however unfettled in their authority, 
having proffered the continuance of peace, and hav- 
ing afked our mediation with the Emperor, upon the 
iphunciation of conqueft and aggrandizement, and 
upon the difavowal of interference wdth the govern- 
ments of other countries, we should ha-ve taken 
THEM AT THEiJ^ WORDS. The poJUblc infinccrity oC 
tiae ofier, or the weakhefs of perhaps an expiring 

fa3idn 
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Ilij36fi' & ^Mlie^S^i^'aaU have cAiIy aHde^fd 
t!B^^<&£bt6ttancy bf fiirkt'liA The magn^iii- 

irt^'^^H }i6jk&ieht c6niSaGi ot d |>oweifui nation 
jbi^iAlt^^tfftee go^^kilmtent, addlittingthe right of 
se^btfiisrtmtlbtitdbii!^, 6iiknng its countienalii^ t6 
ta^i^ (t6edsStx\'y laiiienting the departure fcota ite 
itis^'g^d^i, aliddfemafidingonlyfecurity agaiu^ 
ik tirSbcbcetd difturb heVfeK would have been irrfe- 
iflftit)fe hi its effeds. Atnidft the tyrannies of quidt 
jticcfecfifing faftioris, the united foi-ce of this country 
itid her allies exerted upon futh a found priiiciple; 
and thrown into the fcale of any patty in Prancd 
tliat might have hdti willing to ptefetre the peace, 
would have given to that party an overruling 
aicendaricy. 

This is lb true, that we know the Ihare which 
evfen Briflbt had in the commencement of hoftilities, 
amidft all the provocations to them, was the principal 
c&feof his deftrudibn, and the root of Robefpierre*$ 
popularity, which enabled him to become the tyratot 
of France. Nothing, indeed, could* have withftood, 
in the ientiments of that nation, the iiriking a;iK| 
iklutarycontrafl between being left iQ the confolidar ^ 
tion of her own cohftitution, without any obftaclfe' 
but the vices and pailions of her own fubje<5i3, and' 
the ^ful provocation of the whole civilized vvoHd? 
^icompafiing her territcMies with a force ajpparently 
fiifficielit ta crufh to pieces'her eftablifliment, cveii 
if^t kail not been totlOTJiig upon its own balts-frbctt 
ijnrtcrnarcaufes; ^ - 

-- > 4; But 
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JBut fu^pofing liie ipraftic^baky/- or ih^ eflfeiSte. !&ft 
fuch a fyftem in Great Britaia-io be:aiiX)gcth3Mf-fiiMc" 
^ad yifionary j adm i tting,> for ihe fake of argum^ait^ 
tlifii JE^te? agitation of tke. French Revolution w^$^6©- 
yiolenti.an(lit9 priucipfesy irota the xery b^innin^.;. 
. tQD djifargaiuij/ig^and rnifcbievous for regial^. g<j wra-;^ 
nwxts^: iiiJf{dsK.sj^y xeftraints, to have intejrnWKidlfti. 
widi.orevea, acknowledged, nothing would- fQllow.. 
from .the. admiflion in favour, of the war;^bcca\ife^i. 
fin,(3erajRet^arme;d neutrality on thc.parcof Ewof^cij: 
would ;havc bfijen the fgf^ft and thermoft ^oljyfotis. . 
^owif^/or. dij(i^lying; the ,n0vv republic, or, at^ ilji,: 
ey^tSj.oif recalling it the. fooneft to forr>e focial ;~ 
or^er: of thingSfc : r- 

. , France was at ;tbat time (according to the au*- 
. tWj^oOf; ^he. war)' to»-n to pieces by the,moft fu- 
riqu$ and nearly balanced- fadtions, which «iadc her « 
. goreran^e^nt a mere phantom, competent only to 
evtly and J incapable of good. Be it fo* — For thai 
ver^ reafon we (hould have obferved the moft per- 
fe<^, arid even the moft foothing neutrality, Het^-. 
i^ogoi^ous bodies, having no principle of \3fniQn.ca- 
jgatjjecof coiiftit^iting a fubft^nce, and which,; if left 
to.tfaWfelves/ would feparateand difpcrfe, may b^ 
boiiod together by external force, and pafled thiwigh . 
^h^tsfurowcr. till they unite and rncprporate^ This. 
w^,^^cccijr^ly , %hk cafe wnh France* She, was 
r€jift.aiiieL<j^^^^ the imerial divifi^^s of herowi^ 
pecijfi|?^ but .^^naeift^. 4gaija:.by: the cpn^mcy ©f 
kings. Her great leaders were banded ag4i»ft eacb 
. V ' H ©ther 



dtlicr, ftii't oiiif fireitt t!w? ttioft' ifciiHy HatVed' Jnd 
die l^ bf rf^ftiirii^ri,- febt "fepai'Si!cd' % -thcf iSM 
iStmigihtied fdttotitpM'ikoif thc&tes of ^^ 
Vinmrif^ ^hill^ ifie peb^ld w<il-c wlftd tW aJrid frd, dil^ 
^ftei^natevialmsoffepiiign^tdrid^feftlkthi^gcbarif^^^^^ 
Irt" tRls Un^xarfi'pltd' eHfis, pcrfbfe, catpaBle M-j^ii 
dtfier ocdailfdAs'dfjiidgifl^ v^ith afceurafcj^' arid tkmi- ' 
nefs, were l6ofeing by every malt fortfi^ titter dew 
ftrdAion of the f'rdrich govel-nttient ; but! A'ey ha4 ' 
loft tfie clbe totfi^ rri^dry, or rather tb the pliifii ' 
principle \)ifHich pfeferved it: the feritilfi liiinifter vfiM 
t'hi guardian artgeitiiat hdverefd oVcV Prance, and tfc'e 
fote^^ crektor of her ominotis and porterifoas ftrengtii." 
The neceffity of refilling by combihafiori the ^-" 
ternal war with which lie furrfunded her, counter* ' 
a<ftad the feparation arifing from hfer irit'errial coin- 
nio^ibti's^ It railed tip a proud,- warll-ke;' alid ftipcrior 
fpirit, at: die call of national itidepeiide'riti, tboftrdh^ 
fd^r the Ihferibr Ipirl'ts, whofe InchantniferitSi were dJC 
folvini her as a hkthn '; AiiA by the'dypcfratitiii'biF i!h% 
fiMJ^ttti 'principles" of' untlterabfd ind univei^ai tii-' 
tifrfe; 'raX^ir' ifliti Wbttr irty- .tfflr% pecMia* hi M 
c|i2raa^J-irttt 6f¥v^nyim?iiy coril^Kaktedher tiifgky 
^eJubliV,'-'kfid (fkhibi'ted a Career dficoiiqu^ M^ ' 

glb/^ \iWaiiaUedirt the antttfe of AiinMfid. 

Tnirvi.-:./ ,-- '.■..-;.• r.- ..•.-.:>.■: • ■.■.-■.■ 

^A thtfihVe fhtttner tlft'^i'uft^ Cchi^ft^diH^k 
j-u3tcikl mucd^f^i^ <vjti}£fi,'* uhd^r the' fame fyr*irfJfcV 
d'e^Jyifil One'tAbtKfer; d%afced ihi ^aJrlifet jferto 
6(iiii republica^resfeltltioiV, A^ay b'e triainf^ albrife^/ 
{otheTatee t)red«5itfinakt ckbfes. If France had bee'S 
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le|; kyMhfX ^4<3(ps to ifec ^P^^X pU pf Jicr r^wn 
cj^gp^,,th,^ prp^zrijf^tiAi^s^^^^^ % a Jlftn|; 

agy^f^iy^^ifc^ A^^P^i Aor even in 4 oa,t,icHi ^f buip^fl 
beings V b^t |.l3,e,reiga.pf Cprrpr (#s it was weU f alle.|4^ 
raMftbealw^^ace^gnjgf-b b.ecaufe tbqrc is^jo 

pr>^ip^eojf Uic jt)wp^an njiin^ fo^pp^eAP.orfo ^ercjief? 
asjcfir. In proportion ^j .therefore^ ^as.the ^oyerijsp^nt 
p£,Fi:ance w^s Ihaking by e^.crnal qonQpK^cies, and 
ireq[ibli^ fojc its exigence, k bjeqaqie of cov^rfc oiore 
iub^9^ tp intprnaj agii;ation by t)>e reypUs of its own 
(ubje(9L3, Had it, not thei:e/ore.been for our .unbappy 
int€i;fj?reiice^royalilJ:sof,theold fchool, a^qd i^pyaliiip 
of thetnon^chical rcyplptiqn, beading befpre.ttp 
Jtlorp pf,flation^ opinjpn^ indl feeing np great ftan* 
4%cd ^9Klpd. for their protc;dipp, wpuld have really 
jpr^^^jup^ aqf^uidcpd in tjbe^^ order of' things^ 
.tbgi; Jfcpjjjid hav.e given Uule 9ffenc/e ox jealoufy tpth? 
fl^4tg^ ^,\wbat isf^rmore iiBportaqtj tj>e.ftate itfej^ 
UAiknpislled by the terrors of rej^cjuUand tbje .ej^pe.nces 
Q^yf^r^ would nqt Jiaye had tl^e fapip ii:ref^llb.le mor 
'tmf i(5^ f^iz;^ uppn the pej^fons ajxd |5trqperty c^f 
ii^s.|bl^i9:«; and thi^s numerous da^ pf ^jijen., 
W^^P§ digpi ties and property, wWjcJh have b^ep 
ch^ed J&om^-tbeir country, or (wept off the fac^ pf 
the earth, would have jjcmained within the bofop 
o^^.^r^pcj,. inaaiyei Jindp^d^. /or the prefent' but 
.vhi^jfj, fd i^auencc ^ereaftcr 

.i»i^^,hay|3 gjyatly j^^^ the. temper^ if not ,tlK 

^Pi9^}f'^^<^^?^W^?f^.f ^tAoyery distant pperib^- 

.-..,. '■.*"■/ Hz This 



^^Thiis was p/ccifcly. the cafe in England upon't'he 
3eath' of Charles thePirft; the rtobles and great iiiea 
6f the reahn fubmitt^d to the^roteftbrfhip of (5i^dm- 
virell, and Europe acquiefced in it. Cromwell, there- 
fore, executed his authority according to the new 
foi-rris; but without any fyftem of profcripiion. iThe 
high' men of the former period continued to exift, 
(ind with all the infloetices of property, which re- 
maincd with its ancient poffeffors ; the monarchy 
Xiiight, . therefore, be faid to have been rather in 
abeyance than abollQied, and when the return of 
Cliarles was planned and executed, every ihihg flood 
In Its place, and confpired to favour lli^ reftoration/ 
Butlfthe nations of Europe had then unfuccefsfully 
cpmbined to reftore monarchy in England, as' they 
have iktely tp reftore it in France, the confe'c^oences 
Vould have been exadly llnfiilar. The'rnortkfchical. 
party in England-would" have undbubtedly Adc'^edto 
'the ftandard : they wotild have endeavoured by fdf'ce, 
or by intrigue, to diffolve the commonwealth ;lhbfc 
who were taken would have been executed as trai- 
tors ; others would have been driven cftit of England 
^as emigrants ;' t he] r great eftatcs would'haVe paffed 
4nto other hands ; a title to them would have been 
made by the new government to thbfe Who, as in 
^France, became the creditors* of the public during 
"ait exhaufting war J the whole body of ndbiHfy and 
'great landed proprietors would have perifticd in 
^England; and CHarles rhe Second could no more 
have landed at Dover than Louis the Eighteenth 
^ could ofier biiplclf before Caiai* at this moment. 

It 
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It may b.e afked, why'the fagacity ofthat atch 
ftatefman Cromwell did not forefee the confequenoes 
I have appealed to? and the application of my whole 
argument is concluded, and becomes invulnerable by 
theanfwer. The anfwer is-^he could not do it, Thfe 
powers of Europe and his own fubjefts, through their 
interference, did not furnifli him with the occafion, 
'Neither in England, nor in France, nor in any other 
country, will men bear bloody murders, or cruel 
confifcations, but under the preflure ot fdrne aftual 
or apparent neceffity to form the tyrant's plea. This 
plaqfible and unfortunate plea was given by con- 
federated Europe, but principally by England, to 
the tyrants of France; and thus the Republic became 
not only confolidated for the prcfent, but th6 return 
of fuch a ftate of things was inevitably prevented, as 
might have led to a reftoration in France like that 
\vhich followed the commonwealth in England, 

Jn the firft ftages of the revolution, the French 
people, like the Englifli in the laft century, had no 
intereft in their government more folid, nor more 
permanent, than the theories which had given it 
birth. The French Republic, therefore, like the 
Englifli commonwealth, had but a precarious and 
•doubtful foundation. But how ftands it now, in 
confequence of our unprincipled and impolitic in- 
terference ? It ftands upon arock. — It exifts no longer 
from force, but from will. It depends no- longer 
-upon opinion, but leans upon intereft; and not 
merely upon tkit general intereft, vihkh^ after a ftate 

of 
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9^§r^^ jiguatjon, D^u^a^^y iacjicies^ .n^^iqn tpff ft, . 
,b,\3t y^on^ji paitiiculAr and individual .i9t,ei:e|t.ui^ix§iEr 
jfaily fprevd. l^bevery e^iliepce of ^U- .Qlp^fles pjf ^ 
jp^gple now depencjs wholly upon the ^owqf ^rid t^i^ 
^CQiKiriyance of thp ft^t^. Tber:e i^ (cf^vcely m^^prj^r 
perty in prance, re^Ur.perfQn^^ ^^^^^^e, ip-tbeiiafx^? 
of the prefqpt ^po^ifeflbrSji b^ atry other foun^#j^ft^ 
'J^hcrc is no ancient ' vipdifputed poffeiiioo of !^iM^> 
jwhich has ever beep a title in linoii cbas^es of hu- 
^a,nj^oycrfi«ients,: tliereis noinpAey^, which wyJi^ 
.buded tiJl the ftorii;i is o-verblown. On,ih^fontx^ty^ 
t.be Jand is ,almpil univ^rially -Jield by xhfi f^i^bUp 
creditors againft t,^ forojer ppjffeffgars, either }^pf 
^ fale from the government, or as a jxledgc fprxppjity 
Jieiit to it ; an^ the paper curre^y of ^t^ j^'^ioa 
(Wl^ich is its perfonal eftate) jn.ay^ withpi^ k>6.4i9 thp 
jprppriepors^ beiCorninto a thou&n^l piecf s> unl^ 
the Republic cqntinues to l^ pNc ^a^kp f^^Pi-^ 

VISIBLE, \ 

)tn the very point in diffistence at tlijsniopjgijtt, , 
iv.hichttands^SjailumbllngJ^^^ tjhe|vay;of pe^^^, 
the force of this - im|ioi:tanc tr\^ ,iiiay f|^^J^ . ^. ^ 

4n^de manifoflu With. ^1, the inj^Vffyp^ 9^*1?^^ §*'#l?4^ • 
jpinifter,' he c?,nftpt probably continue , the .^ar jft|r 
AnyJongXeafon antJb.efcpj« of ^elgiyjji^; ai^d^ri^lBs 
jilain reafonj the mterefl jw^ch.tl^ 
•taiiie in its fepp^r^don 6:901 J?xawe, be^p i^o j-^i^io^l ^ 
^9p6rji;ion to tbe^P^f ce at wiuCjh it n^jiift be|^u^d^^ 
.tlwotigK .w^,. fugpofing: tbj^^yeijvt fo t>e ejjeri^cQri^g, V 
The peopk tlknqfore will ^eedily xfturnaurj^ ^ftipd jta ^ 
Mr. Ktt muft either abandon Betgiura or his fitua^ 

tion. 
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ffori^ it IS cafy to* anticTpatc^ the €leS;l6fi fe'^Jll t^W.' 
Frahce, bfl t!ie dthfef handr >*ni ind fewer tiJIfidiikiifsf 
wit'H her fuftj^fts. The wrfdom- ol mihifters hfes' prb-' 
rided agaihtt ifc Belgium,- throughf the B^beflitiea oi 
»^r, has bfeWi pledged to the public oi^^ditdf/ and 
Ae fiirrendeF 6f it upon any ^rtriciple fhort of a rie- 
ceffity vfhich ftiperfedes all choice, would be a fiir-J . 
refh'der of the ^i^f ekiftence of h#h republic. 

faift not defi5}id!r1g f'ranceVl am ftating her a<?i?ua! 
fituatioH, hef vieWi, and h^r capaciries, and am ert^ 
deavburing to trace them to their original' and obvi- 

But It \?as a cont^fti le fe'em^y to feve religiort sWd, 
its' holy altars fronA pi*bfinanoR artd arinihilaclOH,' 
Of aW th^ pretences by whitH die ^bufed zeal of 
the jieople of Eftgland has bfeen hurried oh to a blind, 
fiiifipbrr of minifters, this alarm for the Chriftian reli-* 
giori is ibt trioft inrtpuderit arid prepbfterous. floM^ 
ft^ "ik^W ftifected, ft)r d moment, in arh enllghterte^ 
<^, 4Bd vtfith a nation of CHriflSans, will probably bid 
6dntk}@n^' "hereafter as one of the moft remarkaWte 
t*«t§^*^hf<th hto diftihgiiiriicd this agfe ot woiideh. 

'H^oife tliis dffco^er)^ of the prcfirnt rffinlfters, who 
B^ 'd*%r heard of the Chriftianiry oF tlie FfeHeh 
tbiirt!, ittd iik iliVrouridrbg iioblcs, tbWards whom th6 
hWfiHde 6ir evolution Was pVfrieipaHy direfifed ? 
\¥^*fiad a^'d- K^ai^d of thieit cVah^eli^al chara<a^ft fd 
fe^ Vlttiif to aft appnehenfioii thaft: Ghrifi^ianity siuft 
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bt isxtinguilhed with th^ir extia^Sioo ?' . ^hac tliat 
^ineir nml)^ .pra£fibd the Cariflian TeUgiori^nafx^tbe 
tuihes gf t^eapoi^ks to.tljc prcfcqtjTiOfmcait* fvsdi^ 
iDefore\con(idered ic a& a human cft^bUftifiiseiiC^ ^dik 
vork of particular «*eii or ratibra, ibbjfdli^rbid^rii^ 
wkh'thetTtchiBges, pr to perifli with tfecirfclfeJl:' Ni* 
mun ever exiftedJwhb is more aliv€ txi'tvety tbltig^ 
(Sonnefted With, the Ghrtftiati forth than the 9Utk(^*l^ 
thtfe pstgcsy or more unaterably impreflfed #i(fe 'Its' 
truths ; -but tf^r^ r^ry^impreffldn^ deprive mt^fimf 
flitire in that anxious concei-n of the cabin^f'ftt 
St. James's for- the prefervation of rtUgiMj wtik'hf 
was going to ruin, it feems, with the fall of the 
grofs iuperftitidn^ and abominable corruptions ' of 
^e priefthood and monarchy of. France. ^W**^ 
men-, not to have remembered, before they diftorbed: 
therepofe of the world by their pious apprebc^fiofts^ 
tfeatTihe fabric of Cjiriftianity was raifrd in dire££ opw 
pd^ion to all^ the powers andeftablitbnienl&of ^tfc^ 
irwlc^-and that we. have the authomj^ ^ Qddkkp:^^ 
Ptl^-ihk all the; nations of the ear^ fbAlfr^l^ fiik% 
^fieJ^Jitbgeth^ wider its ftia(^cw^.^ -^ Rafli ilft^ril^ «&? 
to.haverefled^tefore ikty embarteed In thU^^t^^di^^ 
of.defolation, that however good may be* attained 
Ifer^gh eviC in the ImyferiOTTs 4> ft^rtiM:^^ D1iSi*^o- 
rM©i^y4f -is p$t "for-in^nf tb;/up^oft that^^feSgil^n^ 
«4ilch €?)l*®[iaftd* peaW afld g(?>od>ilt\ip€m eartRv':^$)J 
a ''dinj>era"te ^nd* Seep laid^fyflfem^^f Btoodfltea^'-ftv 
#nn^,- trid' de\ra(lation. I % 66 ^leansi^eiia' ttHh-t 
£ei€4c«;%y.^f^ <4;>fervaH0^^^ 
1i\^ IS k1>e^&^cd:|r^«rdih^ %^^knald^ j^iU 
^^^-'^ vail 
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ri&i over all bppoJStion^ that theref<ire ChriflSan na«' 
cloiis, or Chriftian individuals, are abfolved from their 
^▼ides ill its defence; or in its propagation. Inr 
fiiis^ as in all other hbn^ian difpfeniations^ the Supremef 
Being aS& bf mcins tfadt are Hufnan; and our duties 
are oiiH" eiaUied inftdtd of being weakened by thit 
4wftfl cbnfider&dbn : But thefe duties^ ^hilft thef 
ftfw^o quicken Our zeal in what is good. Can in nc^ 
iliilahce involve us in whdt is evil. They digfeify 
that pietjr which propttgates the gofpel by Chriftiaii 
charities^ but condemn that ralhiiefs which would 
iftabtiiK or extend it by force; r 

This condemnationj froai the very eflenceof Chrif- 
tiaiiicy^ muft fall eVen upon hbneft error aileirting ica 
dottunlon by the fword : but if the tondeiiinatioii 
ftould ever hippen to range more widely, fo as to 
inyoWe annbidon, dealing coldly in bloody for its owri 
felitidalous purpofe^, under the garb of meeknefs and 
tr^y I dare not admit into my mind even an idea 
of the punifiiment which ought to follow* I would 
ftttlier fix^m humanity invoke the patience of God 
aad m^n, thim iovice ^r ^ireft their veiigearice; 

,lihc^ pretence of a war wi^ed againft opinions tor 
«lm)|i;k^ as itwasalledged, the contagion of their prq> 
p^atiopi is equally fenftleis and extravagant. The 
iinieTe^foa might equally have united all n^tio^s, in 
aU t}cncs> againft t^e progrefllve changes whi^h bavfi 
t:<^ndu&ed nations frooti barbarifm to Isgbt, and frona 
de^Hmfm t^'fircedooi. It ought iodiflplubly to Bavc 

X- . I com" 
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comhined th« catholic kingdoms tt> wage eternal vrttt, 
ull the jp^inciples of xhe reformation, leading to a 
»cw civil cftablifhmcxni had been abandoned. It- 
'ftould have kept the Avord unfheatbed until the 
United Provinces returned to the fubjeflipn of Spain> 
Vntil King Williani/s title and the, eftablillirnent of 
the Britifh revolution had given way to the perfons 
and prerogatives of the Stuarts, and until Wafhing* 
ton, rnftiead of yielding up the cares of a republican 
empire to a virtuous and free people, in the face of 
an admiring and aftonifhed world, Ihould have been 
dragged as a trahor to the bar of the Old Bailey, and 
his body quartered upon Tower Hill. 

; All thcfc changes were alike in their turns caluni* 
iiiated and reprobated, and fought with by tbeabufas 
which they dilgraced and trampled on. Time h^a 
liow placed in the ftiade the arguments and the deeds 
by vyhichr wifdom and valour triumphed : they art 
there 9»ly vicwe4 by learning and retirement^ which 
cnabks: cowardice and folly; by artifices formerly de- 
feaxed,^tbe eafier to impofe upon a bufy or a» Un- 
thinking world. ; 

, ^ But it is maintained, that independent of the gtlic- 
ri\ Initefeft 6( ^1 nation^ t6 fupprefs irreligiori arid 
HflSrchy/ the c^ifterfce of thfe French revolution had^a 
direft. iind immediate bearing on the ftcurity of the 
Brifijh^governmefn} that the political principles whifch 
:©f did divided the country, and formed a falutary op- 
-^fitioh to the' crown, h^ .taken an entirely new an3 
. ,'\ ;< .. ^ : dangerous 
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tlangerou-s Airc&ion; tiiat tbfe firil prihcipte3-6f ov 
inixed and balanced govern rtient were field up fp 
derifion and repfoach ; that the privHcgcd ordqrs of 
the fiate were mocked and infulled ; wMfl the rclgn 
X)jf liberty, under a repub^i(^an form, was itnti^lpat^^ 
with enthufiaftn'b}^ large' clafle^o!* thd people. '*' 

"' Without at all admitting this 'to' have been the 
fcafe in the extent contended for^ and relyin^g, 'as'| 
^ave already done^ upon the|udgments of our folenia . 
tribunals for the. refutatioa of it; yet, for tlie fake 
of the argument, afluming it to be true, I aqi agam 
utterly at 4 lofs tO difcover what is gained from the 
admiffion by the advocates for the war. Sucb ft dif- 
jpolition in any conHderable clafles pf the ppQjplc 
fljight have called for particular prudence in goyern- 
jment, and might have juftified particular exej*li6hs 
X)f police. It might, in the hofliefl: opinion of many, 
h^vebeen a ftrong argument ag^inft yielding to any 
reforms at that particular moment ; it might* have 
^fuggefted fonie refefves in the cornmunications with 
France, even in times of peace, during the cri^'s^pf 
Jier political explofion ; and it might have juftrfied 
vigorous projfecutions, carried on ija the ipirit and 
Recording to the practice of the laws. But I demand^ 
of the returning reafpri of the country, how the appre- 
hended danger from tliccontagiba Of ppiaions coul^ 
rjppfublybe averted by wAk, of by 'the concomitant 
jgnieaf^res whieb were ap.infeparsiblepart of Ihe f)l- 
^tem/ Were the f^rnis of our 'free government litely 
A<) be better recpiiciled \o the minds of alienated fab- 
• * I 2 je<5ls 



jeftsbj^licpriyiDgthem of thi dfiaal ftftrflaiiceof 

freedom, whicsh it i§ the cbjctft <jf ail govttflmc!3(fi> ta ' 

Yf*ufe? If they were difpqiitcntcd i?nA fbc Efiglifh 

tonfBtution/ was it lil^ely that an Attack upcm "tte 

rights of jurieJB^ the alteration of tl^e facrcd laws of 

King Edwani the Th^rd, and thcf^^fpenfion pf tfe? 

arft of Habeas Corpus, wbuld bring them back to 

thfeit fbnner aseal' and admiration qf it ? If ^ ctft- 

tcmplffar their reprcfentativcs was the crime lmpiit64 

*fc thm, aiiii a di^ofition to invade their authotity 

Was the danger to be averted, was it the wifeft courie 

to ereft the Houfe of Commons into a grand jury 

4o find capitar 4>iHs of indidlmept for the crown 

'la^inff the people^ and to prejudge their 6aufcs by 

JnAfi^ffiing the acqufing evidence under the crulhing 

weight of their authority ? If the ariftocratic part pf 

the flate was unhappily lofing its due eflimation in 

"popular opinion, was it prudent, at that palrlifcular 

^inoment, to deftroy all that was venerable in the pS^rT 

%g6,* froin anci^^^ arid names pf Tehdwh'iiji 

"thebefi times 0^ jEngfand, by filling the Hoiife ?of 

'' iprd with the proprietors of contemptible bOT 

"witHottt even apriet^nce 6^ public fervice; and ^7 

vancing to higli titles; ovet the he^d^ 4^ We indit 

ancient peers in thfe kingdom^ nidn faimW Wchif 

rccoUedion in very Subordinate ^flttiat?dn!^,tod^ 

' during their whole lives by thiir*iR^l*^e^ndeac^ 

upon ali miniftfctSj atid odibtf? 46 fl*J pfe^^ ite 

their notondus alfachment t6 arftitary*^?^ 

government ? If it be ^iotfiMel fe^^fid tt/lW8*lltfBi3f 

of folly; w^i if'reafetoaUW (o ^^i'^'hyHiihkni^ 

^-' , ^ ^ yindly 



aB?eto oetj^3£^ bgdno|onp^ily.ci:^pd^ 

Y^ifeiMiqn, t^uit the Freflcb n^?iiai¥;h^,|lr4^^ 
J)^ r<?ek of reyQlutign ? j -^ .. . . «, cr, , 

iiv c? defire pnljf to be refpeft^ or deIpifed,io^ 
1 ,$oM.d€!r«4 4s a i^n of common ]Gpnf<^pr.a Jiif4gt9|!, 

:^f(k\tM-ff'^ fi^Hc V9ifie of England i§ '"'P^Wc^' 
•ipw^tofnfwpr thefe.qqefUons. , .. .%,;^^;;^ 

i..; r.>; .-. .--•,.; • . .. ,. ..:"^nr^ 

i.L Thefaufe (^ tbis bold appeal to an enlightcn^ia 
-tS^^Btiy is. obvious.. Jf the4|uefiioo be a&edjJa 
niy{)i^t.^be cjj:ipeUepce of evety hpnaan goTcrngi^t 
( r|iWafl;OQnJ6ft ; the anfwer frona. civilized m^n ^hrpy^- 
.j^t,^ world, i&ufi be invariable andunlyeilkU I^tt 
,:j^art«?hicb Secures the en<is of civil fociety witb.fbe 
f v|?ye(l rcilfaints and at i^p Irail epcpenpe. Tlw^is M^; 
^ii^OSbt^dlyt^e^g^ernroerit This.is.Jh|it fyft^^^of 
bJftW.?nd oT^f^ifP lo'cifilJJ* ati1ftipg:by,e^^"or: t|Sit 
j:|i!WM?»tj ho;y^v?|r^ j$,nf^y, We at ^^:^f^i^'jQi^ 

:.'l(*i^.fe4»mM>ifijg^«?t?A :0»'!P^ ot .benefits;]^ 



( 6z ) 

thdfe which a found, moral, and a wife police ought 
to Ibggfeft in every country, and which leaves the 
ftibje^^ in full pofleflion of all that induftry or harm- 
lefs chance can bring along with them, fubje<!l only 
to the ordinary internal expences of a frugal govefn- 
0)$nt, an<l the extraordinary contributions, to fecure 
its prefervation and independence. This was once 
^e cmphatical de(cription of the Englifli govern.- 
xpent, but it is infenfibly ceafing to be fo : not that 
the conftitution is loft ; but that its ineflimable objeA 
is in the courfe of being facrificed to a falfe and pre- 
tetided zeal for its prefervation. Taxation, as I have 
3uftobferved,is the univerfal price which niuft univer- 
sally be paid as a feciirity for a national eftablifliment • 
but there are limits to jBvei^ thing; if by raih an<J 
xmneceflary wars, and by a -venal fyftem of expen- 
diture, even in times of peace the revenue gets to the 
point which, without infiant re^entame and refofT 
nrntibrij is faft Approaching ; the nation (by which I 
ifiean the great mafs and body of the people) can 
have no longer any poffible intereft in the defence or 
prefervation of their government : for if this fyffem 
of finance is perlifled in, what has government in the 
end to fecure ? Not the property of the people de- 
rived from their induflry, but the property of .the 
public creditor, to whom that indifftry is pledged ; 
4nd ihvis dl the majefty and dignity of the flate may^ 
Regenerate ijbto a mere machinery, neccfiary^ to pro- 
te<St the legalized ipciimbranjpe by further burdeiispii' 
jthc fuj)je*6tj whofe labour and exiilencc are inof t- 
gi^eSJ * In fuch a Situation, ia governra4nl: may too ' 
/" '■ " '' late 
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late difcover its error and infecurityi liecaufe A0 
very.zeal of the higher orders which, encourages it hi 
its extravagance^ is^ upon the firft principle of humall 
naturei an inducement to the lower orders to revolt^ 
Adverting to this awful confideration^ I have been 
fliocked in the extreme at the late oftentatioiii 
triumph of the loan by fubfcription. Very manf 
perfonSi I am perfuadcd, have fubfcribed to it frocft 
real motives cf public fpirit, and their exertion waSjt 
moft feafonable and critical relief to thefiate; but 
pafliftg by the condition to which tninifters hav* 
reduced their country, when public fpirit may b« 
really manifefted towards a govcrhment by a Iqcui 
which would condudt a private lender to a prilbn as 
an ufurcr, what mull be the reflexions of. the middte 
clafles and the labpliring poor of England ^pon ^ 
facility of taxation, which this ibrt of patriotifm pro- 
duces ? The rich lend their money at ten per ccntv 
but the public induftry is mortgaged for the payment 
of fhe intereft, and every article of confumptton is. 
already almoft beyond. the reach of the artificer and 
hufbandman, fere wed up as they are in proportiim. 
as they happen to coine within the vOrtex ()f tto 
icctimulating revenue. ^ 

To what length this fyftem may extend widv» 
out a great public calamity, I purpofely avoid 
difcuffing; but the fuppon given by the del^on 
of the h^her clafles of the public. to a fyftem 0f 
meafui-es at once fo weak and fo deftruftive^ (oxxtir 
j^{( tp the people^ and Jo deftrqi^ve to.th^infiilvc% 

pofterity. 
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pottmty, if not the prefeoc gcimatton, majf^ have 
oecidon to hunmt in unavailing fackcloth. Thef- 
dmgirtotht montod intereft and the propfietors of 
the fiJiidSi by the prtfcnt unoamfded experidicurC) i^ 
ccrcairily tfa» moft prominent and imthinent; A 
danger *hich flcy have themfcl^cs provoked, and 
ivhich is becoming critical by their own idfatiudon. 
But the pirppri^tors of lands wb^ld do w^U ta recok : 
left alio that their fituation i$ fcarpely prderabk;. 
The war could neither have been begian nw con- 
^ued to tl^shour^ if the great reprefentatives of the; 
Imded intereft had not iupported the miolfttr$ ivhoi 
profcfted it; and I cannot believe that the people c^ 
Great Britain^ whcie fortunes depend upon publie: . 
ertdkj or the Parliament reprefenting that people^ 
wiH ever confent either to a bankruptcy or WiMy 
iniblvenc compofition with the governments without, 
a proGcfs, which in the horrors of revolution would 
be a diigraceful conBfcation ; but which in the legal 
^forau^tiofis^ inopoTed by neceffity and'^jufiice upOD 
die oodbcik of a moral and intdligentpoeple^ would 
tMch eyery (£ftind.cla(s and order of. n^nkind^ that 
their interefts arc infcparably interwoven with. ifet 
intereft of ihc whok ccmrmunity 5 and that they 0U^ 
always beur their contingent in die final fetdement of 
a naiional accoi^m. ^ . ^ 

Amongil 1^. public firpporters in Paf li^tni^nt of 
theii? measures I ^un comf^imng of> and agriongft die 
i^i^^ ch&sti q£ xMth who wkh equal aeal have 
privity fupportcd them^ I know there are vomfn 

»4^ very 
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very rmxsf pwftini of tfie firfr honfewr, 4P tfie.ettftft 
intqgrity^ affd thr bcft gcncfhl fenfej howeyef'ftjHV "^ 
guided^upoil this particular fub}«^. Ihc^ied, it k if ^ 
mM€^^gi?€attdmfort {€1 me to UeKevet^- as I dd^ 
moft fiiaxify, that noto^khftandin^ tliejwide range K)f? *^ 
luinf^ittd cdrroptbn, the nation is ^plightched aod'^ 
vi.iQ»»ls^ Idefirc, indeed, fo! ftftert^ronal igho*- 
nuayW mprooch upon no individiiaT/ public or pri-^ ^ 
va«&rieave. every manVniottves to Ills own cbnTct- 
enoe>and'toHim who alone can. ftarch . tfeem* But 
th#fe' cenceflions, wivich privatie bofloor and public ^ 
detetity alike exaA from me, leave me nevertheless' 
in -ftol! pofiefiion of the privilege of a Briti&fubjefty - 
wfikh i ihall fearkfsly proceed to exerctTe^ by charg* 
iH^ttefuU^ cxdufive^ and confiitmional pHpoBififai^ 
IkfM all confequences upon thofci miotifierB who havr^ 
ofileiidfya4vifed andxondudnltfae meafairfis whicfe • 
pr^Aieed'them. . > 

T^SlSma^ ri^tly the extent of this fscfpWrfilMliiyi "^ 
letM^'Ibdk atthe^^ompamciveeoiiditioh 6£^GpSk^ ^^ 
Bn tatn^ if even fortitiade and pauehce can befir t^ '^' 
lodK at kj^ had the prefent war been abided by pniv^ ^ 
de^eOiiiKrlbf and if ohe o»e hundraEl mlUicmaof- 
money «kttfohi¥ely ^r^^wn away ^upMtt4t; x$# #vt* hSAf ^ 
of that fumhad been railed by a vigoltMB ^nd'po^tt^ ^ 
lar adminiftration for the redo^ioii of the natidhal 
deist. ¥kt\ty eafi>har4iy fwbeaf ooci^ddjge In'fiM^ 
Ttmvf^g Iceoe c^ profperi^^ u iaM» wlikti*aiiha^ r: 
p\tfMs mow b«r exelufive and cnctan^bo^ fit^ifiS^ 
to MiMt to^' ' V • '^ • * -*. "^■' *5^ r 

K We 



We flionld have feen a morale ingenuous, and 
induftridus people,- confenting to an encreafe of bur- 
dens to repair the.ertors of their fathers, and to' ward 
off their confequences from cruihing their p6fterity ♦ 
bm enjoying undo: the preflure of them the virtuous 
cbnfolation, that they' were laying the foundation o€ 
a-*long career .of natiotial happinefs; feeing everjr 
related and wearied finew of the government coming 
back to irs vigour, not by fudden reft, which is an 
enemy to convalefcence, but by the gradual diminu- 
tion of the weight which overpreflcd them^ Obferv*'' 
ing new fources of trade and manufafture burfting 
forth like the buds of the fpring, as tke froftsof win- 
ter are gradually chafed away, and feeing with pride 
and fatisfeftion, in the bands of a wife and frugal gow 
Vcrnment, a large and growing capital for the refreft- 
merit of all its dependencies. To encourage and to 
extend marine eftablifliments, our only real. fecurity 
agamft the hour when ambition might difturb the re- 
piofe of nations. To give vigour to arts and mand- 
fafturfesy by large rewards and bounties. To feed an<l 
to rm.pl6y the poor, by grand and extenfivc plans of- 
imtional improvement. To remove by degrees th^l 
prefflbtQ of compHcattd revenue, and with it the com-' 
pHcafted and galling penalties infcparabfc from its? 
ctille^ohi 'To form a fund, to bring' juflice -withta' 
the reach and to the vbry doors' of the poor, and, by a; - 
lirge public revenii^' at the command of the magif-^ 
tracy, to ward off the miferies, the rieikdioB of wbiclr, 
under the bed fyftem of laws in the world, and under 
their pureftadminiftratioii, have wrung with frequent 

forrow 
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forrow the heart of the ^writer of thpfe pages. Apd, 
fioally, to CMble -this great, benevolent,, aijd en- 
lighitmd country i with a iiiore liberal ^nd ea^bauft^ 
lefs haad, to a4^ance in her glorious career pf.humar 
nifing the world, and fprcadingthe lights, pf the gofr 
pel to the utternaj^ corners of the earth. All thel^ 
aumiating vifions are, I am afraid, fled forever. It 
wilt, be. happy now if Great Britain, atnidft the fufFpcr 
ii^gs and diflrcfles of her inbabitaau, can maintaip 
her prefent trade, and i-refcrve, even with all its de-f 
fc^s, hctr prefent ioeftimable conttitution- . 

. 'Having (hewn the origin of the war, and the exerr 
ti^s made by the fmall minority in ParUamept, I 
now proceed to. expofe to the nation- the bliqdnels 
and 0l>ftinacy wirh which it was purfued ; in fpitec^jf. 
a- feri^ of the moft favourable opportunities to ter- 
mim^P it with advantage in the beginning, ^nd m 
de^aqpe afterwards of a jchain of events in t:apid a^nd 
difa&rous fucc^ffion, which manifefted the, utter im- 
pra^ticftbilit)' of the objcds for which it was perfe^ 
yeredin. I will do this from a ihprt rcvijew. of (he 
prifncipal proceedings of Parliarp^nt y pon the fubje^b, 
which fpeak for themfelves ; their exiftence cannot 
biC dfi^rpdj.ixor their contents, mifrfpr^ftnted withef-, 
fe|& 1 fe.l©a:thofe of the Houfc pf Commons^,, n^ 
oplyjbecaufe I was perfonally prefent at moft of theiTJ» 
but^becaufe t^ey are nQtorioiiifly the foundatipi) of 41 
th^ l^aj^fs^Siow of government. , , > . 
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Hoftilitfes had fcatxrdy tieen corD««5hooci, wbe* 
tilt fubgeft was again brdught before tfce Houfe of 
^Cotamons by Mr. Grey; a gentleraari who h«s juftly 
linaearea hitnfelf to bis coumry by his able atifl in- 
deifetigabie txeitbris throughout cv^ry ftagc of thk 
^itrkordinary cohjundtbre, ^tid who has fecur^d to 
tiimfclf rbc well-earned fafme of a mod accompKfecd 
oirator, and, what is better, of a-n honefk ftat^fman, i<i 
times of unexamj>led profligacy and corrupciofi. 

• . ■ i 

• f 

On the aift of February, 17-9^3, Mr. Grey pm-^- 
pofed an addrefs tb the King, expofing the mifton- 
-Avid of his miniflers in plunging the nation into war 
wiChout any adequa^ neceffity, ^i>d lamewiing th6 
pretexts by Whidh its popularity was promoted, ift 
f&rprifing the humanity of Englilbmeh into me^fureft 
^hich their deliberate judgements woald condtemti^ 
and by influencing their moft virtuous fenfibilitim 
into a blind atid'furious zeal for a war of vengeance. 
The ooficlufiOft *•* imphrrJ Ms-Majefty to fei^e Hlot 
♦^ fMjt immedian vppmtmity ^/ ptkUng a f^p ie 4hs 
1^* ' hqftiiitw ^inch thrt^atentd alt Europe ^fh ihe. 
** greateft eatamifies/' 

No other tofwer was given to this fcafonaWc pro- 
pdfition, than that theHoufe had alrea:dy and rfew 
ccfntly decided upon the qudftion ; and trot only lid 
ftep was taken to open the way to negotkition, btrt, 
oh the contrary, afitr mofry o^er ffuifkfi nmmpts 
towards the fame ehjeSl^ his Mejefty^s miniftcrs, at tlie 

opening 



ope n ucg of the fbiiowmg feifion^ on the tiilof Jar 
nooiy^ 17941 with grettterfmcerky than iias in genr^ 
ral cbamderized their proceedings^ boldly .aBd 
pbinly \avowed the principle oin which the wiar hsti 
been hegtn^ and was to be pn>rectited, Vtz* ^* To cp* 
*^ pofi fhMt wild and deftruQivt fyfttm ofrapim, tmm-r 
^^ ciy^ impiety T^ and irrelipon ; the effeSs ofxvbich^ a$ 
*^ tkey had itenmmfefiedin Franct^furnifi^td a drmd^ 
•^ fid ita ujtfui Itjfan to the.prefeni age and pefierityJ* 
This was the avowed principie of continuing the 
w^^ ts^ appears by a referetKe to fais Maje&y't 
^ech "^^--^Not a wotd was (aid updm the faotrngof 
tertatory and conqiaeft^ although all the Auftrian 
NechserJanda had then been rednced under the s€>* 
rernioent of theEnLperor, although Meoftz had beei| 
fe^capt^ured, and foon after Valenciennes^ Cand^ 
aad <^efi|oy, taken; and although Holland had 
been delivered &om an impending iayafioiu 

\ . Undfcr ribefc circunsftanceay fo favoura;ble f or ^o- 
jgotmrioii^ fo QrioifCdl for terminating cbe war ,on ^terma 
advantageous to England and her Mlies, {if it had- 
prccieded 74poM mny rational intdtigtile famdation) not, 
^nly no motion waa ixiade towards an afmicable ar« 
rangsment^ but a principle of hoftdities 'was rthtis 
openly developed^ wkiofa vviK%^ and ahdblutely piy&- 
eluded the return of peace- 

This declarsfctton of min?fters, as coutahred in- the 
^King's Speech, was the more ftrifcing and e^raor" 

* Vide the King** Speech, 21ft Jan, 1 7^4* 

dinary, 
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dihary, as it dircdly refuted their own imfonnded 
aflelrtion, that the war had proc^^eded from Ff»iK3e. 
Mr.1 Pi(t had continued to affcrt in parliamentj long 
after ibe difmiffion of Cbauvelin^ that tb^J^mih^d 
Jiill left ibi door epen to negociaiion and amicabU ^ 
jnftment I yet no fooner was. the war begun th^n 
its continuance was avowed and fupported iipon ii 
principle) which Ihcwed that peace could, under op 
conceffipns of France, have been prefer vcd. Eot.^s 
the M^ar was to be waged to fubdtie principles. ^nd 
o^nipos; to change the government and nottopuaiih 
overt ads of infult ; or to enforce rcftiriition ; it .U 
p^)in,.'/^^ t&/, door had never been left open at all, a9. 
the minifte^ had pretended, iince France was pre^ 
ci£^y in the fame (late at ttiis moment as. wh^ 
M, Chauvelin was ordered to quit the kingdotn^ (^nd 
if the return of peace was at the opening of the feffion 
declared ta be inadmiffible, whilft the priaciples pf 
hergcvernment continued, it follows, that theorjginal.. 
prefervation of peace mull have been equally -j^ac^-. 
miffihie, whatever conceffions might have been iOjacJbe 
by France to preferve it; fince the fe|f -fame fjrftem 
exiftcd at the commencement of the war, whicH wa^ 
now pronaunced to be an infuperabje obftacle to ne- . 
gociation. I hope the time is now ajcriycd, or atjefiftl 
isr ra^^idly arriving, when the calm tromrapn feafc,(^„ 
the country will deteft f«h palpable duplicity. \ ,/ 

This new and fatal principle of hoftiHty was rea- 
dered ftill more clear frooi the pofture of the debate 
upon the addrefs ; which was led, on the part of the. 

govern- 
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government/ by the Earl of Mornirigton, hi a v^ff 
able and complicated fpecch, the Tcfult of cnucb' 
t&ought and labour, and delivered with great force* 
k was afterwards publiflied as a fort of creed of mU 
nifters dpdii t^e fubjeft of the war. Towards the 
conclufioh of this fpeech, as far as I could bear 
diftindly from the cntbufiaftic approbation which .the 
femiment produced, it contained thefc expreffionss 
^^'TSat whitft the prefanty or any Jacobin governmeni- 
•^ imttinutditt France\ no prepqfition for peace could h 
'^ received or prcpofed by England** I forbear to re-^ 
mark upon the fallacy of the means by which this 
If out propdfition was j uftificd ; time has unfortunately 
beeti beforehand with me upon the fubjcd ; events- 
have already trampled upon the principles, and re- 
futed the calculations. • " 

'Upon this occafion the Minifter, the Houfe, and 
the Nation, received anothar folemn warning from 
Wt: Fay, again ft the phrenzy bf thus purfuing a 
cbn'tcfft big with the mod ruinous confequences, witb^ 
out any defined or definable objeSf. This extraordinary 
nian, fummoning up all the mighty powers of his ca- 
pacious mind, in a fpeech of unparalleled depth, com- 
prehenfion, and eloquence, derailed the inevitable 
cbhfequences of fuch a proceeding': he prcdfftcd'- 
the future confolidation of France from our very 
efforts to deftroy her : be anticipated the diflblutipn 
of a confederacy cemented by no intelligible princii>le 
o^pommon intercft : he looked forward to the de- 
fci^ion of (bme, to the fubjugation of others, aiid 

• ' with 
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"mk a too prc^Ketic pencil (wouli tp Qod he. had 
bcM penaitted to expvmye the £xQe again bjF hb 
cvi^A councils !) painted the melancholy and difa&rou$. 
ftate to which his country would ia the end. te. r^ 
duced) and' which I af&it to be nearly her condition at 
this momcvit^ Left almoft fingle as we are upon the 
theatre of war—afking &r peace,, but afting for it i^ 
vsrin/upon terms which without war wer^ not 6^ 
within our reach to obtain, hut left to us todi<^^t^!~ 
aikiftg for peace in France^ under the preffure of a 
xieceffity creatediby our own folly— aiking it of the 
regicide Dineftory, whofc exiftence (I appeal to M^. 
Burke and Lord Fitzwilliam) was pronounced, tp be 
perpetuai war. Silent upon the fubj^ of religjooiy 
withbut my atoMnicnt to its violated aUars--<and 
fceking by a thoufand fubterfuges a^d s^rtificfs un- 
worthy of a great nation (and which muft and will 
certainly be unfuQcefsful) td rcftore peace without 
httoifcliipg the. pride of ihi: min|fters who provok^jl, 
the war, by coofentiog to <erms which nothing^ \mt 
their own imbecility could have railed France t)^>, thp 
condition, of offering, or hi^ye reduced England tp. 
the raortific^rion of accepting* 

In order to relieve the country front the horrible^ 
oondition of thus waging a war \5rtth0ut a defined ob-^ 
jeft, and confcqpently without a profpedt of termi- 
nation, Mr. Grey, on the 26th of January, 'i;^95, 

> ^ A modoa for peace vKas. alib nudtf in t}>e iiGii&. <^ Z^»cf|» 
^on.tlic j<7th of ]^cbi:M«ry, .by/the Matquif of.l-#ndfdwra^ iji|- 
pprted by ft.rooft cnli^^htened ^n^ qo^Tipcin^ fpeeclvupdn the- cot*. 
' fenjRcfg qf that confederacy which has fince faUcn to' pieces. 

. made 



( n ) 

made a motion -^yto declare it 'to le the cpinion of the 
f* Haufe of Commons^ that the exijtence of the frejent 
^* government of France ought not to be conftdered as 
** precluding at that time a negotiation for feace!^ 

At this time his Majefty*s minifters bad begun to 
open their eyes to the improbability of reftoring the 
French Monarchy, or, indeed, any monarchical efta* 
blifliment in Fiance, and had begun to fee alfo the 
dfnger of being pledged to war during the cxiftencc 
of her republican conftitution. For although Mr* 
Grc^*s propofition had been dtflinEily fiated^ and as 
clearly and diJlinSlly accepted for debate by the miniper^ 
as if it had been an iflue framed by lawyers for judi- 
ciaf decifion, yet on the day of the motion he fled 
from the difcuffion thus tendered and received, and 
interpofed the following dexterous, but difaftrous, 
amendment—" Declaring the determination of the 
^' Houfe to fupport the King in the projecution ofthejujl 
^, and nfceffary war^ and praying his Majejly to employ 
^^ fhr fefources'^ the country toprofecute it with vigour 
^^ and^e^e^ trvfiL a pacification could bb 

*• EFFECTED OiN jUST AND HONOURABLE TERMS 
*'^yiTa.ANY OOVER^MfiNT QF FraNCE CAPABLE 
*^'q)EL, MAI.N'!tAINIird\ rH£ ACGUS.XOMED REJUA- 
*^ TIONS OF PEACE AKp. AH^ITX WITH OTHER 
•* COUNTRIES/* 

The objeA of this amendmettt which the late 
Houfe of Commons adopted is almofl: too plam-for 
commentary. The minifter, unable to jufii^ an ab- 
iQlsic refufal of negotiation upon anj^term^ with the 

L * exifting 
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cxifKng French government, but being rtfeifcij'nrt: 
i^o negotiate for the pkese^jt, nor to pfed^ tifti- 
felf to any FimritE period when he woiiltf negodatc, 
nor ta an'yx diffiinft principles or circurriftances by 
which he might ftand in any degree pledged at any 
time upon the fubjcft, hadrecourfe to the alilfeltitely 
general terms of his own atnendtnent to evade Kir. 
Grq''s propofition. What fort of governtiidnr it 
was, or might be, which (hould* create or lecorc tftts 
capacity of maintaining the relatims of amhyhittt^ 
fcrved for his ownfiiTgle determination, to be aft'ejr- 
wards exerciftd juft as it might fuitliis cdrivenitiiic 
from the contingencies of adverfity or fuccefi. -If 
fijjccigfs attended the war, he might continue to^eny 

. the capacity of preferving amity^ and purliie the/yf- 
tem of fubjugation or utter extermination ; wbilfton 
the other band, if the adverfity foretold to him oVeV* 

..t^ok him, he might fecede from his Tiaught]^ jpiie- 
teijitons without inqonfiftency or humiliatio'h,^ and, 
.wirHput: any change of the principles to be ^bdbed 
by war, d^ecUre the return of a fotial anrf ciVif capa- 

. city of. his^ own mere creation. . 

' * ' ■ • '• ft ''•-*•' • ' • ' ■ • * 7 ■"' '^ 

^y. If .this:;tranfeaion, pregnant with fo many da^ng^ers, 
. ttrerc not thus ttuthentickreci by the very''j'6urh£t^"of 

Parjiament, thc^hiftorian who ibould venture 'to 
^ tianfmit it to future times woul4 fcarcely firid^cr^tlit 
, for his narration. . ' ' '' 

Wc fee a 'mighty and' Warlike natiort, wiA k pq;^ 

,/puiation of twenty-five million^ of 'fouI^/fiti&te^Tlpo 

at bur very dooNf, and with which therefore fooncr or 

later 
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later wfjnuft either cultivaie a friendly ii>tercourfc, 

oi: live m a perpetual ftate of warfare ; we fee 

fijch a community put with a fingle ftroke of the 

^n oiu of the pale and communioji of civilized na- 

^ns, . We fee her (whilft, ftrange to tell! peace wa» 

,4vou-xd to'be our objcA) branded in the face of Ml 

^i^rope as a {landing plague; abdnvination, and rc* 

prqachj not upon any recent aft of aggreffio« in: 

ifffxxU^ opr upon any aftual or alledged rcftftance to 

fir{y>o(iciofis of peace and amky from oorfelves c»r 

^^ji^ptjier nations, but only upon tht$ arrogant «nj8 

^ipfp\i\r}^ pretext of ^ polkic incapacity wliolly 'and 

^ipurj^clj undc&ied. ' 



ir 



. Py this unparalleled proceduijc, the French natioA^ 
. iiqitead of bapg drawn infenfibly back to the hutha;&e 

^ ^(^ (^^dl ordtr from which the' pto>kyfiiis of ber 

Involution had diverted her— ^nftcad of being set 

^ce,aw|sd by and reconciled tt)Gr:eat Britain, '^froni 

i^^^ir^het purfuinga fyftem aftive only as it iregarded 
-Jt?r. owa iecurlty, but in all other refjieds necrcral, 
and even complacent, (be has been brought i?o k tem- 
per of rooted jealoufy and difguft : and, as an animal 
.^fued. beyood. the ordinary courfe for which its 

J., common- powefs: and inftindts are beftbited, rife to a 
p\tcl2^ of fagacity^ ftrcngth, and boldnefs, whith the 

,. jpSj^turalhiftoriah can take no account of,5— fo Fwnte, 
thus baited and inCulted, tlius furrounded byiiatiOns 
with the arm of death lifted againff her, h^s equally 

-k>P^I ^/f^ulj: the offdismry calculations of riatioiVal ex- 
p^i^iA^^ bf^ught this ra^fli; and dangerous mi- 
. ,,,.'. ' L 2 '" nifter 
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nifter to a ftatc of repentance unfortunately too, late 
for his d6uBtry. • ' • / 

- The charge which this tranraftion cftabliihe^ 
againft Mtn- is of the moft ferious and heavy com* 
pieiion* We are now'deflrcd by this very minifter 
t^iraifethe cry againil the ambition of France; againljk 
her iiiWent demeanour on the fubjed: of peace, .a?i.d ; 
h^ .contempt of the balances which treaties have • 
eftablilhed in Europe. If to obey this call would ^ 
fcrvethe irttereffes of my country, I lhould-.think.it a,- 
pious fraud to burn thefe p^ges, and to join in the . 
abwfe. But as railing at our enemies will neithet :, 
conciliate nor fubdue them, it is fit to recollect tha^-- 
theiinrolence of ^^r deportment has beeji didatcdi if r 
notgnftified, by our own. It is the Britifli, nVmiftef •_ 
who has enabled France to hold a language which it .: 
may nor, perhaps, be in our power to filencejattd r* 
which, under fimilar circumftances, would be the -r 
uniyerfal language of man from the Pole to tl^ / 
Equator, if French principles, French opinionSi'and ..- 
Frejichrevblutioh, had never exifted in the World. -*m 

Every people, fo abfurdly and Impoliticly outragedji - 
would bold this language to us : — Yoir^ ,who row -^ 
froii?} lib juftice or good- will towafd^ us, but wdec : 
the piseffure of a neceffity created by yourfelves^ pre^ 
fent yoaiTelVes at Paris with the balance of Europe 
in yoqr hands, which you call upon ustor^fptft} , 
Youm&t the' firft to break it to pieces for 9,uit de« , 
ftrycftifm, : Tqu expunged us cvea from a|?iopgft: tl|#;. , 
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•nltiof\s whSCe aggregate compofe that Europe you 
would thusadjuft and balance ; and ycu invited all the 
nations, which (hould be poifed in its fcales for conl- 
thvh Security, to put themfclves together into onir 
fcale'fo cfiifli and overwhelm us. fn the refiftancfe 
oT iii\k unprincrpled confpiracy, and for our owk 
ft*cnrity agairift its effefts; we havefcized upcm.tht 
terrttorieis of the principal confpirator, and we witL 
pfeffifVethem as a barrier againft the dangers we Have 
fxn4tibunted> which, under other clrcun^ftances, might 
hivt been fatal. You now talk to us of your treaty . 
with tKis Emperor, and we have no right to queftion 
the rtiefit of that fidelity which binds you to eachf 
otBtr.' If you agreed not to lay down the fword but 
by" common conferit, it is not for France to afgye 
Greil: 'Britain into a breach of her obligations. But 
wh^t have we to do with the terms of a treaty between 
the^'Etnpcror and England which had our utter de- 
flrtBftlon as a natioh for its foundation ; and if, as 
yoif'Afl^?t, '^(perhaps witK reafon) that it is inadmiffi- 
"bleif&f Ffance to fet up the annexation of Belgium, 
and the'^demands o/^er conjiitution as a bar to the 
propofcd retroceffion, it is ho lefs inadmifSble foi 
Grea^lBritirifr to iet up her ozt^» treaties with belli* 
ger^t'hatTohs nrtade without the confcntof France^ 
andlttade only for her deftruftion, as her ultimatuni 
for the reftotatiori of the peace which^ propefes* 

Wo&fd t<9 God this were the language of fpecuhitiw 
only-^ftVeiit fo, it fhould not be publicJy mine--i 
but it is'thciftt^l knguage of thetouncils of ]^rance^^ 
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jtjuiiifti^rsij: is an i^rgurneijit of^wrigjl«5L.fe\g:itJwfi<p 

^feoyW have lx:en heW^iand .woirid»ft0^(ej«{»(|xfisr tie 

Jhcld ktih^hmp extentpr iniWj&jmc t^^ 

^he Britifh nation mit&.did^ Jmj^ p9E^^l.,«Wl»aa- 
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', . Mlnifters caijaot hereafter fee iWt^^jcJ.fr^OT^t^ 
je^onfibility of thefe proccedi;)g5 I3jp,9a;.t;fer5>lfiaj5>f 
iqiadvertency or miikke. Tiujir^ila^gj&r iD^ ftlBPp- 
pky^ ap4 their catam cffeft tio produpi: ihp VfijfCfWr 
jrin^ure jy^are at rthistiiomentpfeced jn^ .wa§,|fi^[fld 
;pn before the kteP^iJaijieixt.io .bqth I^^^frs 4^^.^ 
f^jcs pf motions, :oae after: aaoiiier^. 4w:iQg.^illc> 
l^iwle feflion^^ cojaduQ^ed ^ wUh fiji:h gr^^ .ftfe^^i^, 

' ^nd , fupported hsf fucb xdmiw? .p^i^y, ihi^tfiho^h 
they h^d no effedt sdthia ^aors* ^«y ^^wsfej^ip' 
jfeiifihleeffeft tipontheipuhlic^ whicb> i^ixgd ^^Itj^jre 

^^fee^$jof the Tmr, :^md xh^ kx^v^^i^ni^j jii^ 

mz^ ^t J^fl: he abwdcwxcdj aad.led hvft, ,3KH#:^e 
ftruggJes of obftyiacy ^nd ijecdjity, to purfoe that 

ypkh has plac«l..us^ «j€Ogsti,. i^mfkW^simhi^^i^ 

On the ^th of February^ 1795, Mr. Grey moved 
f j^$Jr!i«ipny, t^t.wiiihput jp«?iiiroii)||f J^OjJJf^ to 
liiggeft. tjsie :triin(^ oaor ;thc .flwd^i 5>q^ 

by 



by ^ acftiiGwferfgment of' a. power inf.Frahce ciomjtefi 
t*edtto*negcJtiater/*atid^p|)crfnig for that cbmpe- 
**' ttnfey ndt otiljT to ffe univcrfai pa^inciples^dn whii!:^ 
'^ «ft^'nf4^ofl5 had ever aiftcd towards each ot;hdr, but 
^* ta the pratJtideand expmcncfe of the United ISt&tes 
-**^ <Jf Amerita, attdof fcveral powers of Europe in 
** amity with the French repuSKc/' 

-'^ '"PSisf^refdltidoii wa^ confidefed By the mimfter td 

WlW fdbftaiiee the faitiei^hich had been made in the 

jafltiary pHrtiedt^j and was dif^ofed of accordingty 

bf tfee ptevimwf qiicftion. Bur Mn Wilberforcrei 

mymhdr'fyr Tf^otklhife, ftruck I muft fuppofe by tlie 

' nttatrfwerable'priftciple and moderation of the propo- 

fition', divided wh:h the ramtjpity ; declaririg that die 

Knguage in the addrefs to Ms^M^jcfty's fpeech, and 

oM't^arious other octiafions hav^ing held out to the 

Fr^ttich, that we* would not treat with their prefent 

- ibl&i, ''It was fitth« that' infurmdunia^te obfta^le to 

*- ^dacif ^^lMdihlmedial:ely ber removed. And' th^cfas 

' iM* fel^W part df the rfefolution hsid no' other ^obje^, 

tte'ftlOBld give ir his fapport. : . : 

'^titrcm^ tirfe ^ircumftance, 'bec^uafe it provfe* to 
^'%c!l!ltt&'ftrari<m, • thdr indipendentty of^ aU'.Hrms of 
nej^vtiationi fbe incapacity of France to negotiate tonfi- 
meito Be the ruling principle of the war. 

'-' 11!«^^'ftU|br might notpafs away, leaving; ijie 

'atfters-'^^*i?^abliritt:a cdndition fo unexampl^, 

' jhfi^^fc-efptcidly^:^ «r.i^ thoufand cfir- 

". ' cumftances^ 



the condition of Great. Britaixi would be JdTs cooit 
.^jaaafiding, Mr. Fox, oa the 24th .of Mvcb, luoyed 
XhdX rhe Houfc. might rcfblye Jtielf jaw 4 xomqai|l;cc 
pf, tjhe.vi'jjojcj Houfc, to.c(mfi.dcr of the ^epft^e fl^*^ 
fjpn. i ^^d vf he good fortune to hear thc.iioblc,qni- 
tion by which this motion, was fupported.. It«,j^^n» 
.cipal heads and arguments the public is hOj^pily pof- 
iS^fled of,;, but, not of all. the fubordinate parts jwhi^ph 
cp^^ieded then;i tpgether, much left of thatawf^l 
and commaading eloquence which brought hgn^c 
.every |?art p^ it to tljie underftanding and, the faeai^^ 
It did nor, however, add a fingle najme to the div^« 
fion, and ^ilthough the internal commotions of .FranQC 
.were tb?n faft fubfiding, though her prefent.conftiti|-r 
tion was In a Hare of organization, though the King^^f 
Pr]uffia*s condudt was more than a.mbig.q.ous, . thpugji^ 
xhQ French had penetrated into the heart of Catalopi^^, 
and a peace of neceffity with Spain was inevitably 
approaching, and though we were jproceeding by rc- 
monftrance a^ainft the Swifs cantqns, Tufeafty,.a|id 
Genoa, on the fubjed of their .neutrality ; yet tjje 
Parliament was prorogued without any inquiry intp 
the ^a|t,."^or pUn or objeft for the future ; ai^ A^ik- 
perable obftacle of peace was wantonly prcft:rvcdf 
and France was left under the ban of excommuni- 
cation to exhapft pur^refource§, to fep^rate us .frpni 
.our allies, to extend her cogquefts, and upon the un* 
^terable and uniyerfal principles of human ponduA, 
. to nourifla that fpirit of diftruft and animofity, at which 
we now affed to. be furprifed, 

_ "^ * When 
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. -^ Wti^h the faiiamrnt mcr, on the t^kh of O^tibr, 

1 7^5, fdme of the changes in the affiiifs of Eiiroprf; 

Whith ^li thfe world,' except mintftcrs, hadfcen'rtfc 

certain approsrch of, had arrived, and the reft were 

following. The dedeftablc cicpedkibti at Quiberon 

had failed; and covered its authors with everiafting 

*lhame ; all profpcft of keeping up rebellion in L% 

Vendee had vaniftied, and France was far advanced 

i&'tbe orgn nidation of her prefent conftirUtion; many 

gf 6\it ^flfeffions in the Weft Itidies had been crver- 

^fuii and ^riaged, the King of Pru(Ea had totally 

ile^rted fforh his alliance, a^d Spain had been for* 

cffoly ^detached from it; the dominion of the Stadt- 

^bkler bad pafled aw^y, and his Majefty declared to 

us to be in a ftate of war with fubjugated Holland. 

'^iniftcrs, however, faw nothing in all this, difaftrous 

Of dlarniing— <«n the contrary, his Majefty's fpeech 

begM liji^ith the following encouraging declaration : 

^ h is d guat JmifdEtien tx) me to reflet, tiat 
** i^otwithftanUng tb^ many events unfavourable to 
^ €h^ common eauftj the profpeS refulting from the 
^* general Juration ef affairs has, in Many refpe^s^ 
•' i^^H materially improved in' tie courfeofihefre/eht 

Amongft the enumerated Impfovcments, the alte- 
ration in the affairs of France was not omitted, and 
tw^qijld pfotoably have appeared the moft fb-iking and 
jjpm^ffcatel^ if it h^ not been wholly eclipfed by tht 
i^Q^ijifion whtch was ^Wn^rdm if. 

M France 
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France had nonorganized her fieWccfeftirtltten, 
and aa the country was looking with encrciafed anxiety 
to the mome^nt when Ihc might be declared! capabk of 
• negotiation, it might have been expeded that Mifti-* 
ilers would have advifed his Majefty to conne<9: the 
communication of this important event with the prb(2: 
ped: of iriioiediate peace, • *• 

. If, Uy the praftice of the conftitution, ifee fp^^ecti 
of the Sovereign proceeded perforially from himfelf^ 
it is impoflible they could have been fepacateid i but 
the fpeech of the King is the fp^eh of his miniHer, 
arid is always fo confidered by the Parliament ^nd the 
nation, arid in good truth the prefcnt one beam- the 
moft indelible and genuine marks of ic$ aut&or^ 

, As the anarchy of France was in a manner ad naitted 
to.be at an end, what was to c(>aie riext ? A goverft* 
ment undoubtedly capable of maintaining the tela- 
tions of amity — no— 'this conclufion would hainB beea 
1 00^ rapid a motion towards a negotiation.^^ We .were 
therefore told, *^ that the difiraSiion and MHorck^ 
*^ which had prevailed in France bad led to a. cr^^ 
\' of which it zvas as yet impoj^ble to forefee the ifue; 
^^ but which, in all htmian prohakility, wufr pfx^utt 
^^. xonjeqmnai highly important to the snUreftS sfB^-- 
f^ rope. ; ' ' /•••-.-:. v.»:: 

X''^ ^' •' ■ " ' ' "■? -.. ^ a: -^t 

^ Thisibold a^id penetrating^eclamtkm ledtbe wa]pt^ 
ji&ight beexpe<3j^, to the old neoeifitjr of prpfeciidng 
the war with vigour and alacrity ; md ^Kxotd3i%l$.^ 
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with the^pmmonication of new treaties, this was tli^ 
QQQcluHon af.his Majefty's fpei ch, which, in the forni' 
of a fuitab!e adAef*, received again the fan^lon of 
ih^ lftt< Houl^ of Commons. 

On this occafioQ Mr* Fox once more implored the 
minifters, and the Houfe, and the nation, to advert 
to our condition, and the utter impradlicability of 
fUQceedi^g in the objed of the war, and propofed an 
humble addrefs, " earneftly befeeching his Majefty 
•^f not to confidcr the governing powers of France to 
*^ bt incapable of maintaining the accuftomed rcla- 
^^ tions of peace and amity, and appealing to the 
^^ jocent treaties (he had entered into, -and the peace 
^* that flie AJiKady maintained with Pruffia, Spain, 
"** and feveral of the princes of the empire." — This 
{klutary propofition was alfo negatived— the minifter, 
at the fame time, declaring, that when the conftitutioa 
of France flbould be put in-aftivity with the acqul- 
c£a€ncc of the nation, fo as to enable its legiflature to 
ipeak i& the reprefentatives of the French people, 
live ought ti>e» to be ready to negotiate, 'without any 
-wgard to the form or nature of the government. 

=1 .|iere then was another explicit admifEon, that 
' without; any refuial on the part of France to ne- 
gotiate, or upon any fpecific difference (as at 
prefent) concerning terms of peace, we were fuffering 
dberrto confolidate her empire, to nourifli her ani- 
gnofitirs, to diflblve our alliances, and to threaten 
i^Jpttrope with ..univerfal fubjugation : the blood and 

M z inoney 
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Wfm^} of 'i£n^aiid;p(^ni^ tiut^ in. the mausr tl'mcu 
l^Atil our cohfiautioD^^mpngcrsafidjtugura.of jioUtk^l 
capacities ihould be faci&fied that Frais^e. was fit ^O far 
received into the holy cooununion of-the irobEber$^$ 
dofbroyers of Foltod* -.^^ - :- .•.• :;^r 

V Th£ longeft day wijl Ij^vc an<nd.*< - I^^opl^-u 
fode. more than a rnonth aft^r this, "pt^iod,' Eratic<{ 
iiad copipleted her probat^iotf to the vfaitisf^id]|o(|| 
Uts Majefty's minifters, who acco^dio^y^ad»ifed>*h^ 
King' to fend a meflage to the Commons on the^^k 
of December^ acquainting the Houfe, ^' ~Tbai:tkgi 
** icrifi^ which was depending at the keginMktg,eftt€> 
^^ fijion^ had led tojucb a Jiate of things j as, wuU 
*' induce his Majefty to MEEt any difpojition to neg^ 
" iialion on the part of the ^enemy^ *iibkh on^earMfl &• 
*^ Jire to gipe it thefuilejlandjpeedi^ft effeS^ a^ iD 
^^ concludle a. treaty. of general feaee zvbetKt^ it eo$d^ 
^^ieejffeBed oHjufi andjidtahk $irm feif^ his- M^^je^ 
^' andbisallia^:' 

1 ttvjsfitto paufeherea li»lc to exatsttkiie this, dc^ 
tkittion; to coniider t^ . ^hat|i wok^ i^meilreffisd^ 
thoiigh not Jri. precife words, it pledged the ihinifiers 
kbaadvifcd ity. thfat we may fa^«eaa4>led to.xiednuii^^^ 
tbe*torEefppd(leii^;pr>repi]^Aanq}^ iqf i^ek»^CoUisa;^ifilit 
i;oQduA ro th^r ibicoiD Cfiga^qmeotaio il|C jppio|si{» a£ 
theii? SoV^-ciga*^ : •:• rv! - i ^' 

- The dedaratiocx-adcnfts the I'cttfmxif fringe %Hf 
fapacitjr to :^iaj^ ti»Q4QQM»ai ri^xm»o6r^iMXg$ 

r^'>i{>i[ and 



^A^mAtf^heQ^ufe, t)H)Ugh. it XMikt Ah oapachf 
uiuier rb€ vagiie defi^ation of a/t0te ^ftkUgs^' yet ^' 
ceadixiefsto iiegocmtey in avowed caaiorcBtty: with t|fe 
J^rlig*s ibroier dedaTdtions, aOK^unts to a iubflamive 
admiflion, that the formerly declared ibJtacU to peacfi 
from the condition of France was done away. More^ 
qsTttqihij) the exptcflion of <in earneit dcfirc, orrthc 
parr of his M^yofty, tcrgivetbefullefteflEcd: to thet 
%ieedieft< negotiation of an honourable peace, it i|2]h! 
jqdefU&oabiy bound the ininifters to take foaieimm^- 
di^tc ftep to manifeft the fiacerity of that deda^ 
cadori. But mark th6 refer vation obvidtidy intrdM 
dticed hsto the mdlage to QtfUify this i(^ok prq- 
^6ed»)gi * 

- Mimfters were pledged to no Wii^ ftep whttfotvef ? 
on che contrary, the language of the mefia^ com* 
i>leatly. fecurcd to rhem the pritilfege of centintiing 
peffoSif paffiV& upon the ftihje^ of p6aee% Hw 
Msyefty only expreffed his readinefs io itfifit an/ 
difpofition on the pari of his ^ft^mm to negotiate, 
^^ow^ tXMiH&krkig ^ain cl)is royail deelaratioa 4$ not 
xt aB'p^t^ii to the, King, bm wb&lly as the a& Kpf 
his miiiiftfili, m %hat langua^ ihall i fpeak of icj 
l¥bcEe"^ar how -wa« his Majcfty^ in the nature *f 
t\m^i: to jwrM fwk pacific^difpofitkHis^ however tfa^ 
inighirhtowbceii eoterCait^ oa 4he fiart of Fxancel 
The Br itilh government^ by the virioiifr aSs xf 41 
Crowfi arid Parhament (eniHnerated in the precedii!^ 
P^^V^^ mt^npofiad^ p^tive and {Hibiic obfilSt}e 
fO'^mgdd^iQn>-4-it hmi dectaced t}ie inca|xadty of th« 
tl^y Frencb 
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French government ; an obftacle the rnoft infuUini; 
and degrading ever offered by one irnlepcndeftt na- 
tion to another; and, notwithftanding this declaration 
of the new ftate of things in the melTage, it is plaiq^ 
that this obftacle ftill continued. 

The declaration was a mere private communica-. 
tbn of the King of Great Britain to his ^wn Parlia^ 
went I it contained no fignification to France of thfe 
change of fentiment regarding her government. .The ■ 
exiftence-o£ a government ^as not even -.ackapii^. 
ledgcd. — \i indeed bis --Majefty had adcompanied the 
communication to his own Parliament with an ali- 
thoritative declaration to the new government .^ 
France, acknowledging its civil capacity a^the re- 
prefentative of the French nation, and expreffiog a 
readinefs to negotiate, even in the paffivc langua^ 
of the meffage, I ihould then have confidercdfuch 
a proceeding as a fair motion towards peace. ^B\jt I 
again make my conftant appeal to the enlight^iied 

• good fenfc of the country, whether, without* makJQg • 
*- France at all a party to this proceeding, without ^y 

declaration to her , that^we faw that capacity in ^her 
•government admitted py the meffage, but whichr w© 
had fo long denied, it wa^ poffible mini^er875ouyL: 
believe for a moment that they were really adi^iiciag^ 
in the work of peace. 'I defire ta ftand or fall in^tfa^ 
whole of what I have writt:€n^ as this plain q^^ftisri 
ihall be anfwered bydvery mafa wliofereafo^ »is:o^^. 
digjjrdered^ orwhofebwifcis notMriiift^t > nofj£D: 

• :: Whea 
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- Whert^ tbe-rtjeflage catne to be takdn into ^ionikfe-- 
ration in the Houfe of Commons on the 9th of Dc*^ 
cember, the remarks I have made upon the wordirtg 
of it were completely illuftrated. The addreft- 
breathed nothing but vigorous preparations for con-^ 
tinuing the war-^-not a hint was given of any commii* 
nicatioii to France of our fentiments concerning het 
new government ;^ nor was there any thing in the.' 
language of tninifters that could lead France even ta* 
believe, that we looked towards a negotiation in the 
gcftuine temper and fpirit of peace. - 

In oppofition to this addrefs, an amendment wdi 
movSdby'Mr. Sheridan, " lamenting that his Ma- 
^^ jefty had ever been led tb cbnfider the internal- 
*^ order of things in France as an obftacle to peace, 
^-* .'becnufe, if the prcfent order of things were ad*/ 
*'. mitted as the inducement to negotiation, 2l change 
*^ of that order of things might be confidered ^s a 
^^r6uhd for* difcontinuing negotiation begun, of 
^^3 6 Vert for abandoning a treaty concluded ; and 
**: jwayiiig his Majefty to give diftinit direftions,^ that 
*' 'immediate negotiation might be entered upoti foe 
**" tlre'abbve falutary objcft." T forbear to lioticep 
th^^-pDv^erfuI manner by which this moft feafonabl^^ 
pJK>paft:TOtt wa* fupportedi becaufe it might feem as^ 
if it ^re the only occafibn in which this extraordinary' 
perfen had employed his 'great talents in 'ParliamenC 
upon the fubjed of tb^ v^aK I have ttot before had- 
occafion to name Mri: Sheridan^ becaufe my objc<5t-^ 
jpiaturally led me to the propofitions made in Parlia- 
ment 



mrait dur ^^ n^ar^ tod &ct to .the €ldba|rft>n 
tiieits, which ant in the haods of ^ydy body; hi^ 
itjkeni aoi brought to name him as Ait^a^qpitt^ pi 
thisatitendoienty.it is but :a )is& tribui^ to.iah;^py 
an union of public fp^iit- and geniusj^ to cxpv^;ga:f' 
admiration of the ^rious powers of hisiuio49 ^w^cb 
natare lias {b icldom united. A fuperior |iiid, foblkiie 
i^oquaifie^ ib^ force of ibund rc^ibning, ,an4 the 
luipfiefl: command of Wit^ which ferves occajfioQgUjr 
to^xpofe wb^no argiMnems .wouid defeiiri.fifui 
which afibrds xhe bAppieft ilki&raiioti of Pop^^ 4^* 
fcnption of this rare and ufcful qualificaticm. . _, 

'^t^oT idle fa(pe r^ibns, let me not be irhcH^bt^lo 
ba^-e^ovedooked the c&erits of tbe few ^i^\^j^A 
j^^ooomptilhed p^rfoi^s who cooipote xjie trufioti^f^in' 
bodi Hoiif^ of Parliament, and wbo- fcaw 4#»n- 
g^iiffted thi^mfelnres by theif talents and &02i4i9i;;^j^^iti 
il^<:aufe -of th4s:ir couiitFy— amidd thfe moit^pFtky- 
ing and difp 'siting circsmftances^ which ever^^^a^t^dled' 
any*oppofition iuBsitiftiiioofes of Parliaments ^Tihi^r 
imaUbody of menhave ftood firmly and id(k^tiiffi\Ay 
ax^h6iT.poR:s^-animat;ed'by l^e feafation^ wbich agmat 
.moful writer afcribes to great ne^. under, tempomry 
4cpFeffioA and negle^ ^ *^ Lktle dif8ppcnnred^^^t$dc 
^ all de}f<3:ed, -reiy ing upon their own n^{(it*;i||jdY 
^ fieody confdotifnefs ; and waiting, witiu>utiinpa^^ 
^ tience, the Viciffitndcf of opimon and ifbcr-impar-* 
'^ ^riity ^a future geneirarfon.^ - - " / - 
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From the 9th of December, 179^. when this 

Imcffiige from -the King was agitated, and the pro- 

' pofition for negociation was negatived, until the 8th 

of March, 1796, when Mr. Wickham tranfmitted 

tbc'note;*' to M. BartheJemi, no rrtotion whatfoever, 

difeftly or indireftly, was made by minifteVs towards 

jifetcc— on the contrary, when they were again urged 

W it' by a motion of Mr. Grey, In rhe Houfe of 

Cotnmonis, on the 6th of February,' the anrwer was, 

thit though the negociation had b^en declared inad- 

fiiiilible, they were not to be bound hand and foot 

to negotiate ; and we are now therefore brought, at 

vkfiA^ to the period of Mr. Wickfcam*s propofition, 

the true critecion by which the wifdom and fincerity 

^k}f adinifters, on the fubjefk rf peace, fnuft be efti- 

Inated ; tibt only becaufe both the time and the mode 

wSerc thi^ rcfult of their own long deliberations, but 

' becfitufij they have been pleafed to aflert, in his 

. >M$}«fty's late Tpyal declaration, " that ihe ftep 4n 

- *•- quiftion was the bejt calculated for its objeSt ; that 

*^fbe an/wer of the French government zvas haughty 

; *^^and evqfive, and affeSled to quejtion the ftncerity 

^^ (^ fbofo difpofithns ^f which His Majejtfs condiSl 

** afforded so tTNEQtJiTOCAL A PROOF." Laying in 

^iM(titulioaal claim, a third time, to coniiderhis 

' Majefty's declaration as the declaration of his minifter 

merdy^ and for which he is perfonally refponfibld^/ 1 

* See tbe pote alluded to ia bis Majefly's late roeflago, and 

printed with the other parti of the negociation, on Lord Milm§i^ 

bury't retom from Parisy for the ufe of both Houfes of Parlia«> 

meat. 

. * N utterly 
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"utterly deny that the beft ftep, o'r tWt any jiift -or 
rational ftep was tciken by minifters in Mr. Witrk- 
hafnV propofitions towards peace. And I aflfert, 
that it was impoHible that France ihould not a<5tually 
entertain that fufpicion of our fincerity whicli the de- 
ctaration charges to be alFedtrd. 

In order to eftablifli the grounds of this affertion/l 
defire only to reciir to the obfervation which- 1 'have 
already made upon his MaJLily's aieflVgein the De- 
cefnber preceding. 

Till that time, Fratice had teen 'rfedared incapabfe 
df maintaining the common civil intercourfe oiT na- 
tions. Her government had been f;ub^c^kly branded. 
to air Europe as a den of tyrarirs and robbers, sftid her 
country had been invaded, not only by foreign War, 
but by her revolted fubjeds, under Ehglifti banners, 
to defolate France, by inteftine and civil fury. 

I am not now re-arguing the ifhpropriety -of fucfci 
a proceeding, I am only ftating the fa6t, in order^o 
eftimate its natural efFcds. 

When Mr. Wickbam made his pfoi)6fftibh;'th 
^arch, no notification (as I. have obferved 'already) 
haH been given to France 'that iany change 5f -fentr- 
Rient h&d taken. place in jhe Pritifli councils oft tjie 
fofcged^of hergovernmenty neither could Ihc read 'It 
in theconfdu^ftof the war, 'England was flaJleAdea^ 
vouringto engage the adivity of her allies in-^ife 

original' 
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oqgiaal caufe- which hacl confederated Europe. She * 
continued as. before to fuhfidizc the Emperor, and, 
what is more important, Ihe continued to pay the 
army of the Prince of Conde, made up of French ' 
noblemen, who could not be fuppofed to be fighting 
for the new French conftitution, and whom, by th^ 
bfe, they never took into pay until they had in efffjfl: 
gfven;upthe very caufe for which thcfe unfortunate 
U^n .w/erjr contending. 

Under thefe circumftances, could France really 
believe that we were fincerely converted to her repub- 
lican government by the divifion of the Council-of 
Ancients from the Council of Five Hundred, and 'm 
the ftriking fimilitude bet^ween the five perfonsof ther 
Di^redlory and thehereditary unity of the monarcbicajl 
j^rt of a ftate ? Had we acknowleged her govern.- 
ment ? or had we told her of this happy and wonder* 
fill conv^rfion ? or is there a man of honour in Engr« 
land^ who will lay his hand uj>on his hegrt and fay, 
thac he believes this new French conftitution, this 
legitimate infant of a month old, was the cauf& of 
the King*s meflage ? Nay, further, who will not. 
admit that the growing neceffities of the country, ani' 
t^e feelings of the people on the fubjed: of the war, 
di^.not fplely and fingly produce it? And that minir 
iters were feeling their way towards peace, whilft they 
were taking the chance of the tables to fupport and 
tatriymj^h in the war ? Let Mr. Burke and Lord Fiitz- 
-WJUi;^m APlwer thefe queftions, refpedable witncfljjs ^ 
th^ -are^ froxu the. confiftency oi iheir teftinionj^.-r^ 
' ■ /' '^ ' Nz' '" . Let 
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l-et thchi tell us upon their hpnoursi where was thf . 
drffeirence between this new order of things ex|>r€Sflfed 
in the King's mcffage, and the old ordef of tWogs^-' ' 
•Whicli was with them and njiniiters to^cthwcy HffdJdU.-. 
tviih tlem^ the foundation of the war with Ivfanc.%. 
and the flame that fed it froih the beginning*' How^^ 
could we then be fo weak as to expeft, that a inoft> 
fubile, infulted, and enraged enemy, would believu;^ 
what we do not believe ourfelves, and what no man 
of. common fenfc ever did, or. to the end of the jiVoifd 
will believe, , 

« • *■ 
But fuppofing thefq obferyations to be outof^tbe. 
queftion/ was there any thing in the mode of Mr» 
Wickham's propofuion as connedied with the ante- . 
cedent or with the exifting relajtions of the two 
countries, which gave it even the air of aferioos and , 
manly embafly from one great ftate at war w4th aq^? ; 
thcr; Mr. Wick ham had np diplomatic cfiara^tjirv^ 
conferred upon him for the purpofeof negociatiq«i--«^ a 
he Was only the minifter tothe Swifs caQtOiO^ : hefaad:. 
no fpecific inftrudions fromliis court on the fubjeft,. : 
except indeed thofe which he communicated to Mfitg 
Barthelemi, viz, " That hp. was. not in ajJY ;ivf an- .:: 

** NER AUTHORIZED T0,ENlERWlTHJIj[MfNTft:AN1?.. 
** NEGOCIATION OR DISCUSSION UpON Tg? SUJBIIS^;. V 

" OF HIS note/* . .'. : : '':ii'^C 

Theobje(9t^ thercfore^.pi^jMlr. Wickfe^m'spropor:- 
fition; and the extent of this, authority,: w^ret^:|«imp^^ 
M.'BariheJemL A n^w title m the^.^o^^.v^jfcSJ^i^'^- 
macf, 
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ttfecy, perfeftly (tiitable to the novel principles upott.. 
wMdh'the war had been engaged, fiut what muft 
be'decifive with every thinking perfon, thatmlnifters., 
werc.mtheT^^cekirig for fome public juftification fpr^^ 
continuing the war than anxiouily looking for an^ 
ppeblog towards peace, is their condudl upon re- 
ceiving^ the anfwer of France tranfmitted to Mr» 
Wick'liam, 

tiPfais anlwer, like the late one to Lord Malmef. 
bury at Paris, fet up the French conftitution as an 
abfolute bar to the ceflion of any part of the territoi^ 
of the republic, but in other refpedts inviting nego-.. 
tiatk^. . /, 

Now t am not at all about to juftify this preten- 
fibfi of France, far lefs the reafon of it, which I con- 
fidifff to be perfedly frivolous, and unworthy of a 
gi^t and enlightened nation in its communication 
with another ; bdt for that very reafon I confider the .• 
anfwer as more favourable for continuance of ne^o- 
tiafion than if (he had refufed the ceflion oii the. . 
gp6imd of national fafety produced by the aggref- 
fioittf i)f the confederacy ; becaufc as no dctermina-: 
tidft was dxpreffed to keep Belgium, except for a 
reafon ^hidb forther dKcuflion rnigfit well have 
(hewn to be no reafon at all, it appears to me to "have 
opened to minifters (had they really been anxious for 
pfeaosj^^a far better opporhmity for keeping riegotr- 
atiqiir^dpeii/ than when they afterwards fent Lord 
Mtitae&iify^o^-Paris^to retdihmeiice it; and which, . 
' ^^. '---'. if 



Jf accompanied with a gcntlenefs and fwrnkncfs, not 
only confifteiit with, but the very charad^eriftic of, in- 
dependence and greatnels^ might. have bew attended 
ivith the moft falutary confpquenccs. Inftead of this, 
what was the conduft of the very m<5n who now talk 
to us of their fincerity, and who dcniand our €Ojafi- 
dcnce as peace-makers ? . , 

Although Mr. Wickham*s note was a collatetal, 
private, and, I miglit almoft fay, a confidential eem.- 
munication from" Mr. Wiclcham to M. Barthelemi^ 
to (bund the difpofitions of the French governoiem 
nis a channel to further communications;, yet no 
iboner was this anfwer given, and by the fame cqIU^ 
teral mode of communication we had ourfelves pre- 
fcribed, thaji we- immediately and eagerly feized the 
opportunity of officially * publifhing it toaUEurpp^ 
in the name of the Court of London, making ijt the 
irchicle of fr^elh abufe upon France, arid of a. Ap\y 
/pur tO'thc vigorous profecution of the war». . ... 

But what is worfl: of all (and for which,. in my opir 
Bion, minillcrs deferve the fevereft cenfure.and py- 
mlhment), they dictated in this note a iangu^i? ffiJr 
Aeij: fovereign to all the courts.of EuropCr,coni;^ffiiOg 
ji pfedgip fcaitely preferved already, and frojji wJ^W^Pb 
j;Berhaps^ it may be wifdom hereafter wholly to. d^pagt* 
^^ While tkefidiJpoftiQmJhallbiper/t/ted^ in^' ^C^yK^ 
tote of the court of London,,advei:tiDg tQ.the/jr^fii&tJl ^ 

. .^ 'Yidfethc trote dated roth of 'April, 179!?, ikcljr-paBliflWJ'ior 

to 
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to ^ifahne* aiity part df the French temiory) ^* mtBhtg 
** is Iff t for the King Imi^tcfrBfecute a zdar ^^milyjuft. 
^ and^€C^£my^' T4ife note then goes on to iay^ 
** /i^<ar whenever the King's enemieS' Jhouid mMifeft. 
•* MORE pacific^ fentimentSf his Majejty would thew 
^' r^;/rf/r ce;/>i& ^&/V Mies in mtafwu the ieft ^alcmlMied 
** to reficr^ peac^.^* 

Now let us fee hover w^l fans'M;ycfty's rmkvtButn 
harve maintained this dignified language of their So- 
vereign ; let us examine whether, for the nieue pur* 
poft of obtaining money for the profecuting thdr 
fevowrite war, they did not iiold out fallacious botpcE 
of peace when not a ftiadow of new hope exifted^^ 
whether they did not make his Majefty lower the 
hfne vf his pubiirdeokration to all Europe^ by feodl^ 
a ptrblic embaffy to Paris without any mafttfeftapous 
df more pacific fentinients in our enemies ; anil 
whether, for the mere occafion> they did iidtfaifclf 
create a ftrong fenfation in the public mind on the 
fubjeft of peace. Whether they did not tacitly, and 
in fiabftance, hold out that forrfothing import^ftt bod 
happened finee the date of the circolar «notfe of tfcfc 
(?Mrt of London, opening a new profpeJfit^f tredti»g 
*iA cffefi:, although they knew thattkiDgs,^ere^i)« 
tti&tkj in thefame.condhian,%ut in a tmich^woifej 
l^eaufe th^ inrterval had 'not been employ^ in 'ii^oH'^' 
efliato'ry confduJft; becawfelhe Freneh «wght hmim 
Ifetti^eipefted to ht more haughty by fcc^iilfiao$eflfcSj, 
which were beyotfd the reach of ^^agineiian in the 
March prtfcediflg';«rid beca»fc,*ievmbek(fs;ftxtetfewf 
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had privately refolved to rdift their former prfeten- 
fions oppofcd. to ^r. Wickham's negotiation by an 
^(o\\ittJne qua non in the front of the new one tot be' 
fee on foot. 

It would be aa affront to the public to ,maiatain 
by argument what fpeaks for itfelf, yet, to preferve 
the thread of, the proceedings fome notice mull: be 
taken oi this important embafly. 

' I have long had the honour to be well acquainted 
with Lord Malmefbury ; I greatly refpeft his diplo- 
matic talents, and I fee no reafon to change my 
t;fpinion from any thing which is perfonal to him in 
the late negotiation. 1 lament the narfownefs of his 
. powers, and, indeed, if I were perfonally his enemy, 
I might as well abufe the bell man, if I received, a 
libel by the poft, as refledt upon a meflcnger becaufe 
he happens to be Called an ambaflador. 

From the 9th of April laft, the date of the cir- 
cular note of the court of London, till the opening ^f 
the new Parliatnent in November, Vvhicfcjnnouftccd 
Lord Malmefbury's miffion, no intermediate ftep to- 
wards negotiation had been taken ; and a very ftroog 
^nffttion began to prevail in the public mjuid oa the 
folded. From the enormous public ejcpenditure 
more alarming difficulties, in the way of the fupplic^s, 
ly^rp at the fame time approaching than any Bruifii 
. miniiler ever had to encounter. The ordinary plan of 
a common loan wa» abandoned ^ aad^ as it was. j^^- 

poflxblc 
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pi^0y\e to forfefee with certainty the rrfources ^vvhich 
the -ov^jifiowing; zeal of the public fo rapidly pro - 
'videdi ^^emes of finance wholly hew to England, 
and alien to her conftitution, were publicly in agita- 
tion. Nothing, indeed, but Lord Malmfbury's 
'jntiiSibh could probably have prevented the experi- 
tpfn^ ;. but OS direft motion towards peace by adigni- 
'■fied embaffy j and the profpcft of obtaining it, whJch 
wp-s induftrioufly held out ^Ifo, naturally animated 
the public zeal, and-fupplied with popularity the 
'.necefiities of government. 

"~ TTo give timfe for jhis operation, was* the obvious 

plaii pf the forths in ^ which Lord Malriiefbury was 
'inftruftcd to negotiate. MinifteVs had deterniiried 
^(nQ matter whether properly or not) to infifl:, tliat 
"Belgfura (houjd not coiitihueto'be a part of France.. 

The, I^rehch Dir^(ftpry, on the* ofhef hand, (no 
•matter whether properly or not) had d'cternriihed hot 

to cede it; ,and this de'terrninatioh they had publicly 

cxpreffed in the. month of March preceidifig. If 
' England,/therefore, wuth this determination ofdifati- 

ncxihg .BelgVuni as z.Jine qua non'^ the ^propriety of 
/•which Tarn flill nptdlfcuffing, had' really' fet on foot 
^the ncgptiatioh, witK a 'view to'^afcertairi whetKer 
*P^4nce ftill periifted in this unjtlft:'*and unfounded 
"pretcnTion^ as expf.eiTed *by.TVI.'BartTielemi to ']^*r. 
^Wicicham, the buffnefs cqul^ no,t have lafte'd a day. 

It.wduld of courfe have begun with a dire(?t' reference 
"to the yprmerly exprefied deterrnmatiori iii ]N)Iarch ; it: 

^i^ouM have contained k candid, and^ in my opinion, 

O an 
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aa eafy refutation oif its principles, and would kavt 
demanded an anfwen This iimple courfbnwouid 
have brought the matter to an inftantafteous c^nirliB- 
fion. But, inftead of this dired and bbvidDS proco- 
dure> what do the papers which have beeti'laid oh 
the table of the Houfe of Commons really contain.? 
what have beeA the proceedings of this cmbafly, 
which feafonably occupied fo many weeks, artoufing 
the Englifli public while the lpan\vas craniaifting > 

The whole proceeding is neither more nor lefs 
. than this-*-the court of London having refolvcd upon 
a Jine qua non, which they did not at firft communi- 
cate/ and which was in dircft oppofition to the former 
puhVic Jlne qua >ion of France, as cxpreffed in the March 
preceding, propofe mutual compcnfation as the bstfis^ 
of negotiation. The Executive Dircdory, being de- 
, termiped not to adopt that bafis of compcnfation 
which (hould break in upon therr former dctenfeina- 
tion, not to cede the territory ©f the republic^ an^owfr, 
that they cannot a;ccept compcnfation as a baii&^ :un- 
iefs they know what it comprehends,' and they, there- 
_ fore demand of Lord Malmelbury to ftate his fpecific 
,propofition of compcnfation. This deiJiand the 
^mbaflaifor, iii purfuance of his inftrudions^ < of 
• couife ixfufes, until the Dlredtory (hould firft admit 
the tafis. After a<:4)nfiderable length of timd in l\Af 
difpute about nothing, the French DireT^ory, ^wT^o 
"never meant, nor in common fenfe could mean^ that 
mutual compcnfation ///&^ ^ijf J of every poffibh^ftace) 
' jthouldnot be the bafis of the prbpofed bne^ <biii<3vho 

wcfy 
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m^ort 'Opiy. detcrmiqed not to accept tbaf bafis of 
JaampenraUQa which comprehended the Netherlands, 
at' teftjQQf^ent; to remove this ridiculous ftumbling- 
45lDck;, .aad, by ,M. Delacroix's letter to Lord 
iVl^lmefbi^ry the 27th of November, they hold this 
i^niguage to him, which accordingly removed it. ' 

' oif'^AOux anfwer^ of the c^th and zidpf laji Srumaire, 

^* fovittimd an acknowledgment .of the principle of com- 

^* penfationyby afking yau to ft ate what it comprehended. 

'^ Bufi t^ avoid all farther pretext of difcuJJUon on the 

^^./ui^eSty the Executive.Dire£lory now makes the pofi* 

^yjivfJeclarathn of fuch acknowledgement j and Lord 

5 ^f-: Malmtfbury is accordingly again invited in the terms 

"V" if the propofalof izd Brumairey to defignatjp without 

f.:^^ dek^and exprefsly. the ohje£ls of reciprocal corhpen- 

** fatitn ufkich he ^as /o propo/e" • '/ 

-i. Now if peace, or the i»/?<?»/. alternative between 

« peace and war, h^ Ue^n the ferious objeft of this em- 

:ba(Iy, was not a tnaaof the ambaffador's high' dignity 

and great capacity to be entrufted with even a lihgle 

term which conftiiuted thejf«^ qua !?(?» of his enibaflTy ? 

"■ jchat tingle term was not, however, entrufted to Lx>rd 

\. Malmeibury i 2^nd after the public mind was kept 

'..ftrctchfid ppoa the rqjQk o( impatience, the ambafra- 

;''jdor bad no anjfwer at all to give upon the fubjeft, 

, but defired to confult his court. The reafon of thii 

:^..:Q:r4ngc.df5parrure fram the ortlinary and natural 

-i 4»fSfi<e,pf ^negotiation, ia il.t hands of a high and ac- 

^^f^'eompliihfid amb^fladpr, all ,the vfoyld ia already 

xM-* O 2 aware 
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aware o^-. Procraftinanon wai trioK material, riot 
only from the particular cifcUnrfftance of tlie loSi,' 
but from the critical ftate of the war. Wheii- the 
cmbafly was firft projefted/we ^ere in the loweftebb' 
of difgrace and misfortune. We had nothing- left 
to cover our hakedhefs but what wc had torti ftbrti* 
the Dutch, for whofe proteftion to went to war; and 
our laft ally, the Emperor, was likely to be even 
befieged in his capital : but whilft Lord Malrtiefbury' 
was at Paris, the unexampled fpirit and g^llantiyof 
the Archduke Charles changed' the face of thifigsV 
and the feafon becanae favourable for ncgptiatkm to 
lie upon its oars. 

At laft, however, the fpeclfied demaind of corn^ 
penfation, whicb every body is acquainted with, was 
tranfmitted to, and delivered by Lord MaTnVtfb<3ryi 
m which England demanded reftitution to the Em- 
peror, on the footing of the /^//^5 anle hdlum* Thi^ 
demand was not expreffcd in terms as 'Vi'Jbfe qua narii 
or ultimatum, upon the face of the cohfidential.md* 
morial; but in the collateral difcufliohs wich^M: Delate 
cfoix,it was exprefled as a positive ULTiMATUNf /i6sr5f 
Belgium Jhould not remain as fart of FratsCe. This ap- 
pears by Lord Malmelbury's letter to liord Grenv-ille 
in the following words * : " Ten jhen f&fi]i^,'faid 
** Af. Dekiroixy in applying this principle to ^e%tkmf 

* This letter is very creditaMc to £brd IVJalmeftury ; k hc^er - 
could be intended for' publication, yet it h^ all ilie pei^icinty, 
tofrc^tncfs, and elegance, of the moll fludl<;d pcrforxnitticc,^ ../.^:. 

''Ian- 



^^ ldh^rcA.m\tfi'itriiiinlji: and^ Ifil>^ldmt deal fairly 
^^ ttiMyou if I befii0te4t(y declare in tb. '[ifei ofiht, ^ 
^^negoiiatiuny tHat oh this point. you must en- 

^'iTERTAIN KO EXPECTATION" THAT "HIS MAJESTY 
** WILL RELAX, OR EVE|t CONSENT TO SEE BELGIUM 

*^ A PART OF FRANCE," And again in the farae - 
lettflr, " be,'' M.: Delacroix, " again afked-me^ 
f^ 'Whether in his report he was to- fiat e the Sfunitjng, 
^^iBelgium as, a fine qua noa from' which his AUjeJ^ 
^* wduld not depart ;, / repliedyiT most oEtiTAiNLY 

^*.WA« A SWE.QJTA NON FROM WHICH'-HISMAJE3T Y 

^^i-WQViLD NOT DEPAisLT.? . And aguin in the yery 
next, paragraph^ " M. Delacroix repeated his concern 
f^ At the peremptory way in which I made this ajfertion ; 
f andnfked whether it, would admit of no modification, 
^^ Irepimt^ if. Fr^ntfi could in a contre \)xoy^K, point oui 
*^ a pfaSlicabU and adequate, one, sull keeping in 

f* VIEW THAT THE NETHERLANDS MUST NOT BE 
^^ FaENfeH^.OR tlKEI<Y AGAIN- TO FALL INTO THE 

f* HiAS^DS brpRANC^^/i^^i^ fropofal might tertainly 
* f 'ii> Pcsk9t^intO'Ct>njiMrai\oni 

'"■ Utiis /^ .expreffiojl, whith has been confidered as 
opeaii^ the negoci^t^on, by.tlie admiffion oi 2. contre 
pndjet, ttat ooly te-mfifts uppn the o/ij^nal fine qua 
^iwy but.eVeti addk atoQthel-,' nt>t exprefled before j for 
lAxrd Malrrtefbuty ajdd*,, th^t. %h\^, contre projet miaft 
ladt only keep in view, that Belgium Ihould not be 
French, whlth be had faid before; " but^ that At 
^^ fhouid not be again likely to fall into the bands of 
Y France'' . ^ 

This 
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' Tliis private "dIfculBbn Kc^ M^ ©ela^ 

croix, but without pofitiveinftrTilftiorii>ei'i>tefe^ 
own appreh(Srnfi6n, that th\i 'WbuM tcrmimrrt-ffld 
riegotiatibn, and tranfrnittcd fK^^notc anB eonfi^mtUl 
memorial to his government. ' — ^ * •• 

The Executive Direftory having received thqfti, 
and having learned Undoubt-edlyfrbm Ml Dcl-aitoix^, 
Tby Lord Mahnelbury's permtffioni that ihe rett^- 
^ceffion of Belgium from France, thovgb'notoffii'talfy 
txprejffed in the memorial an as ultimatum , ^is-rt^VeV- 
thelefs abfolutcly ii)fifted 6n flj/«^i&, they dciiiandW 
WLord Malmefbury that he would ftnd his okimisiFi- 
tum officially in wriiin^i' This demand was e3tprefl>d 
in the following words: " And t^'rtquire df^ymfo 
*^,\^tveinto me officially, in twenty-fiu^ bouf^Sy Ifour 
^^} ultimatum ftgned by you **" - • ' .' _■; > ■■ .v* 

" This required uTtimatuni ' had tindoubt^dljr' ^^a 
pointed reference to Btlgium, and cannot bccdnfid*- 
ed as a requifition of an ultimatum upon every colla- 
teral point of riegociatioh. KTeems to hftvd-fetiin fo 
ujndtTftood by Lord Malmefbui^ himfe!f ; ^'ftSP'^his 
'tliOr^fbip rcfeVrlng to hts official fi6te,'a^d'^Hy4otes 




nolhingtd^tbe aju^ahc^lvhithieiii'^k^ihly 
" given tolbe minifief fir firetpi^'3jg^ir$\- &~'^i^ 
'^^\vovd6Vmo\iiliasuilbfi'offici£^^ • -" -'^^tj 
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UTiis anfwcr from Lord Malmefbury, which was 
corrcA, explicit, and, nianly, incorporated by infe- 
rence the »/iQ^t7W^^^y«tf »<?«, delivered verbally to 
M. Delacroix, with the afficial demand of the Jiatus 
nnte bellumi contained in the confidential memorial. 
The Direftory confidered it as fuch, and thercforfe 
j'c;pe^ted their former ultimatum on that point, as 
expreflcd. in the March preceding to Mr. Wickham, 
Yiz*. ^* T^bat they would lift en to no pnpofal contrary to 
** the conjtitutton^ to the laws ^ and to the treaties which 
** hiffd the ^Republic. ^' This anfwcr being ukimatunl 
againil ultimatum, upon a particular point, the negd- 
t^atiQn wa9 brought to an inevitable concIuHon ; and 
u Is fclf-e,vident,. that this mufit have been its ifate ih 
one day or in one hour, if Great Britain, aware, with 
.ih^ reft^of Europe, of the former determination of 
France regarding Belgium, and determined to con- 
tinue to rtfift that preteniion, had afked her at once 
iVihfif^y {Ji\t would confent to modify or to aba^ 

/ r;Wben the details, of this negoclatlon came to be 
cbn^fidered in the Houfe of Commons, on the 30th 
.lOfoP^g^ii^ber lai);, the minifter difpl^yed all that 
•'^fifcterity. and ability, fpr .^^hich be is fo rcmarkale. 
iijs objeA w^s4x> conceal from the Houfe thde 
cobvious.cooclufions which ftare one in the face from 
W^g-th^jpr^eedings, ;ind to incenfe the Parlia- 
meat and tbe^a^onat thci.infoletit unfounded pre* 
fences of France, which defeated, by their unparal- 
^leied abfurdity and in^dmiflibility, the earneft anxiety 



:~*fe>jl^v.;apd,4pxt^i^Pl?;^y5.kept,ia the baci g^roundthe 
> Atii9.g)rtfiafed,.v<hi9b,£bjfaied jpru- 

: .4€qtly^£;^ppr^?4:tbodfe^^ls9jf{lis^ adn^jaiftpjti^a, 
-,wfe/i?bflH¥^:givpn tq France, both the power.gp^ *tJie 
.$^n|ip€;r joxefufctbe d^tt^^nficd cefiion of B^lgi^mj, aJDd 

ed rpafpns for the .re/ufal ; rQafoo5|. ,w^ijch I ^nqu the laft 
ij^^n to fupport; which I think are abfurd an^ ridi- 
-ctUous, bytjivbicK wcrCy, ia .^a<ft, vpry. little to the argii- 
wfneot^pf />Vir firuatipn. Mr. Pitt knew this^^,,^d 
. ,fbei"^fofe C^iz^d upon it a^s. the weak point ,pf his 
i^jverfery. ^J^g^ Oji.ad^ it ,,c\vry jhing^ in , his view ot 
rjcogfidering jhe jtc/qi^i^atipn ,of ,the negociatipn^ and 
jtriyri^pbed with the, Houfe l?y ^ forcible and clecjuenr, 
;l|ut, for the foUpwing rfafpiis, g faj!acio\3Svftatement. 

. The danger of fuffering Belgium to , remain with 
France^was much funk in his argument, and the e^il 
mainly infifted upon was her unfounded reajoniox 
refilling the ceflion. He not only enlarged upon tnc 
Jnjuftice of a nation finally annexing a territory ac- 
^xjuired. during \yar*; but a{)pealing tP the French 

^ Mr.. Ptit ^ppears^ to Ijo^ '^^Vg^en- ihi' ^xfxathH^ tf^So^n, 
" hy his -M^tjeftyiifoUmA dueptkiHe ^f'its-'^mi^fp; «M >f *woUt\iifi^fy^ 

Jab tbe:K^,:hy itippofing.tkaniftbfi.fyu^/. ^mn ^fdp^t^rtff^. 




pojjuih re/entment of their former governors. Aoiv^fr, at- ihe crs^Stm 
'ivas accepted iuhhoia iheconfe^Aof'Partiamhtt^'M SSffhhy^i£Bi*ydi^e 



' heSt ght over, ahdjnznjiit^s: vtt^bfyhati»dfffie4^:'tkttt'&r/tc9i fylftf^r 

. . confti- 
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cohftltution, lie denied that it eftabliihed itsanncfxa- 
tioh. This part of the minifter's fpeech was by far 
the moft laboured, argumentative, and ingenious ; 
infomuch, that 1 could not help being ftruck, in the 
riionient, with the force of that charafteriflic infir- 
mity, which feems to impel him as it were, by a law 
bfliis nature, always to ad:' upon one principle under 
the pretext of another. 

If the poflefSon of Belgium by France, from its 
extent of coafl: and other local circumftances, t)C 
really fo dangerous to England in her infular cha- 
raflter, or as connefted in intereft with the political 
balances of the continent, that it is found policy to 
continue the war at all events, in the hopes of com- 
pelHHg its reftitution^ then the defence of the minifter 
for his pre/ent conduft would be fubftantial ; but it is 
plain that liis defence in that cafe would be founded 
iipon the refufal of France to give up Belgium, and 
not upon the ireafbns for which Ihe refufcd ir. 

To try, the force of this reafoning, let me fuppofc 
ihc had 't)een willing to cede Belgium, and every 
territory of any confequence demanded of her, with 
thci exception of fome iofignificant fort or town, 
which (he had refufed upon the footing of annexation 
during the war, under her conftitution. Let mc 
further fuppofe ^which is neceflary for bringirig the 
touchttone ioxiic argjumcnt), that it was admitted the 
thing refufcd was o£ naconfequence or value to Gxeat 
Britain. In fuch a cafe, is any man prepared .to 

P con- 
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contend, that we ought to continue the war, not for 
the cejjion of additional territory y but to beat the ftench 
out of an unfounded reafon for refufing what we did 
not want ? Having been at war fo long to deftroy her 

whole iconftitution, and having at laft abandoned its 

• ^ ' • , ^ ^ ' > . '• 

deliruftion, were we now to continue it only to bat- 
ter this chip from off a corner of It ? Or, admitting 
the conftitution of France to be a rule for France, 
were we to fpend a hundred millions more to prove 
that Ihe did not underftand her own conflitution, and 
that' Mr. Pitt was the only able commentator' upon 
the text of it ? To do Mr. !^itt juftice, notwithftand^ 
ing his public pretences, he does not ferioully enter- 
tain fuch an abfurdity. The putting forward the 
reafon of refufal which is unfounded and fallacious, 
ancJ keeping back the view of the real queftion, the 
value of the thing refufed, and the chance of retriev- 
ing it by continuing the war, was only the .parade 
and juggle of the day. It was to hide from the 
Houfe and the Country, that we were actijally 

TO BE AT WAR FOR BELGIUM. 

To put this plairi truth beyond the reach of coa- 
troverfy, let me flippofe Cto expofe our flare quackery)' 
that Prance were to abandon the ground of politica^f 
annexation altogether, and to affert,* as Ihe has to her 
own people, herpoflefliori of the Netherlands upon 
tliie principle of fafety againft future "aggrefliori from 
the norrtierri powers of Europe — ftioipldwe, in '\\izi 
event, be nearer to a peace ? The beft anfwer to this 
^iteftiofir is'aii appealto the King's ffift note delivered 

v- .^-. * •♦ * '- -^ \ .' :- :.- ^ .J- ' Kf I/. ■ M.U.\.*A 
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by Lord Malmefbury, wherein originated the bafis 
pf negotiation. The ceffion of Belgium to the Em- 
peror is there propofed by the King upon the foot. 
ing,. that the facred obUgation of his crown, and the- 
force of treaties^ rendered it binding upon his Ma- 
jefty to demand it. 

Upon this bafis of negotiation it is. plain, that the 
rcfufal of ceffion, whatever might have been the. rea- 
fon for it, or a refufa-l without a reafoUy muft equally 
iiave terminated the negotiation; becaufe the facred 
pbligations qf his Majefty's cro.vn, and the binding 
force of treaties, have no relation whatever to the 
refinance of arrogant pretenfions of France againft 
the law of nations, but appljr wholly to the duty im- 
ppfed upon his Nfajefty to obtain for the Emperor the 
ppfTeffion of the Netherlands. 

The VTAR IS THEREFORE CONTINUED AT THIS 
MOMENT IN CONSEQJJENCE OF THE SINE Q^IA NO.N 

OF Great Britain, which is Belgium, and not 

AT ALL UPON THE REASON GIVEN WHY THAT SINE 

QiTA NON IS resisted; fincc it is plain, that if the 
ceffion of Belgium to the Emperor be our ultimatum^ 
xht, refufal of yiel^in^ to that ultimatum muft.hav? 
been an abfolute bay to peace, whatever might have 
been the reafon of refuflng to accede to it, or though 
]^o reafon ^had been given by the party rcfufixig. 

;_ The 1 British nati^it is therefore ^t thi 
moment at war for Belgium: firice, foppofingall 

P 2 other 
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other obftacles could be removed, ttifs territory, upon 
the footing of the late negotiation,; remains ail ififij- 
perablebaxto peace; England infiftiiig to deminii^ 
and France to refufe it. 

But is the annexation of Belgium, thus artfully put 
forward, as if it were the grand embarraflVnent, the 
only reafon given or entertained by France for rc- 
fufing the demanded ccflion? We know the contrairy. 
It appears from M. Delacroix's drfcuffion with Lwd 
^^Imeibury, that though it could not be ceded-l)y 
an aft of the executive power, and confequeiitly not 
by the Diredory, as the bafis of a treaty, yet that it 
livight be done by the convocation of primary affi?m- 
blies; but France has given other public and official 
r^^fojvs to her own fubje<Sts (and which are unquefti^n- 
ably her real ones) why this courfe is not likely to be 
taken, and why the ceflion of Belgium wfll probably 
not be admitted. 

Xb^fe reafons involve minifters in that deej^ refpon- 
fibility which it has been the objed of thefe pages to 
make plain tq the Britifti nation. France conffiders 
the original annexation of Belgium as an id bf^ne- 
,C€l^5yinjpofe4 upon her by^ the aggreffion of confe- 
derated Europe, and fbe maintains the pofleffidaof it 
.agajnjj the future aflaiiks of the fame coiifpiraCy^ - 

Until the treaty of iPIInitz had been flraniedfor the 
deftrudipn of her conftttuticri, ^attdthe (fif&eniber- 
nient of her empire, ihe had not extended its limits. 

The 
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Xk^ hoftile fyftem of Europe agalnft France had 
be^e r^folvecj .OJi, and the Emperor had adually be- 
gHftithe war,, before the Netherlands were invaded. 
The entreaties of Louis the Sixteenth to the Emperor 
Jofeph to defift from his purpofes, and to maintain 
the tranquillity of Europe, were moft earned and 
^fiefting. They bore his n^me as King of the 
.l^rcrxch.; and thoiig^h they were the publicans of his 
j^jniftcrs, yet their fincerity was avowed and infifted 
' cm by that moft unfortunate prince upon his trial, and 
.|horrly before bis death* Long after the war was 
raging in Europe, and when his fate became hourly 

' more critical by the ill-omened protedion of defpots, 
jhfi fame earneft appeal was made by him to the 

i r^-gowcUs of Great Britain ; our mediation with the Em- 

c' peror wa5 earneftly entreated, and haughtily refufed; 

. .the continuation of peace, on the renunciation of 
CQpqueft and aggrandizement, was alfo humbly of- 
fered, and with the fame loftinefs rejedted, 

... Tbf fame offers, were renewed on the part of the 
/ - jfCfiuhUc, and w.ere not merely refitted, but repelled 

. with.infult, by the fudden difoiiflxon of the ambaffador 

f^-gns the kingdom- 

Sincft, tb^t period Europe and France have been 
oppf)jfejdj to each other. If the combined princes 
could at any time have penetrated through Alfatia, 
QrtlmwJgh the Netherlands, into the territories of 
jt^^^^J§epllbli|C,,the republic muft have fallen. And 

could 
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could they dp fp to-morrow, France muft feel that 
her independence would be endangered. This fitu- 
ation probably produced the annexation 6f the Ne-^ 
therlands^ and the fenfe of fimilar dangers now op- 
pofes its retroceffion. ■> ■ - 

J v. . -■ 

Thcfc are fads ; ?tnd they not only ex^ofe the 
mifconduft of minivers, but demonftrate, that whilft 
their fyftem of policy remains in force, there is no 
hope that France, feeling a fenfe of fecurity, will 
relax from demands which a natural anxiety for fe- 
curity hasfuggefted. 

I can haveno pleafure in adverting to this ca- 
lamitous profpedt. But it is not by concealitig 
the public diftemper that its cure can be effedied 
— ^^to heal the wound, it muft be probed,— If I' 
ajn charged (as Mr, Fox lately was in the Houfe' 
,Qf Commons) with fuggefling arguments to the 
eipeniy^ lanfwer, that they are not my private argii- 
rpfcnts,.but the public arguments of France; that, to 
pluck them from her mouth, "we muft by 'wife 
councils ^change the temper that dictates thetii; dnd 
by removing her fenfe of danger * which jgives them 
ftrength with her people, detach her from the fyftem 
fhe purfues. Let m not deceive ourfclves-^n:atrons 
and the councils of nations' ane made up of men '; 
aad their operations muft invariably be purttiedilpoh 
human. interefts and mixed up with human paflSoi^^,; 
Upon this principle I d^fireto alk, whether Great* 
Britain, under the direction of her prefelit councils,* 

can 
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cao expeflt from France, whom they have To long 
thruft out from the pale of civil fociety, the fame 
- temper and conccffion.as if the war had been con* 
. dufted ilpon the ordinary principles of belligerent 
nations? It may be very deftrable, that, upon the firil 
moment of our return to our fenfes, all thefe things 
flipuld be forgotten and overlooked ; but is it in the 
nature of human affairs that this (hould happen? 

Let us affimilate a conteft with a nation com- 
pofed of men, to a quarrel with an individual man, 
in fo rude a ftate of fociety as that there Ihould be 
no certain law to give a rule for both. The ana- 
logy is a clofe one, becaufe nations have no com- 
rnon fuperion If, inftead' of differing with a man 
upon ,fome intelligible point of controvcrfy, fome 
diftinift claim of poffcflion violated, or fome per- 
fonal infult unredrefled, and for which I demanded 
fatisfadion, I Ihould proclaim him as a wretch 
unfit for the exercif<^ of focial life, combine all hit- 
neighbours todeftroy. his dwellings and invite his 
children, and feryants to rob and murder him, un- 
til infulted nature, ^fummoning up more than ordi- 
nary ftrength, might enable him to refill the confpi- 
racy, to enlarge his boundaries on the fide from 
whence the, aj:t%ks bad been made, and to fethlS 
houfe in order for the return of domeftic life :*— 
. fuppofe I ihould then fuddenly affed to fee a great' 
chanor^ in bim, and were to declare that I now 
founcl him to be a man capable af ncighbourh^^o^i 
and tb^t. if he , vyould^ reftore to .bis tieigbbours 

what 
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wtiat he had tarken from'tKem I'would he at peace ' 
With him; whilft human nafure is human natwre, 
what anfwer might I expeft ? He would fay un- 
doubtedly — If I believed you to be fincerie, and 
that you ^nd my neighbours, againft whom I 
h^ve been compelled to take fecurity, were in J 
earneft to k^ep the peace with me, I might be 
difpofed to ' liften to your propofitioni I told 
you originally that I had no wift) to enlarge my • 
boundaries, and that I only dtfired to be at 
peace : but now, if I ren'iove it, what fecuriy 
have I, that, wben your bruifes are healed, brought 
oh by your own violence, I may not be lhe> 
a&itn of a frefh confpiracy when I may be le&l 
able to refift it ? I muff, therefore, keep what 
yoii 'compelled .me for my own lecurity to otr=-. 
cupy.' I have, befidcs, borrowed money. " "upoav 
the property 1. was, thus cntlded to take;; thei 
occupants have laFd out money on them ; ttep 
affifted me in my dlftrefs ; they prevented :|mp 
utter fuiri by ybiir confpiracy ; and I have fvrorxi:; 
not to dcfeft them. This would be the anfwcifi 
of every hiari,' and of every nation under heaven^ 
vrlicii the proud provokers of ffrife are the bafflodD 
{)fopofefs' of peace* • ^ •' :ii>> ^:j 

Wtl'h regard' to the adual danger of faflferkigj 
Belgium' to remain wltH France, I am not fuffitfe; 
ently mafter of the'fubjeCt to be qtmlified' pubKid|r- 
to difcufs iti It invbjv^s many weighty con^deckif 
tions, and is: a Fair fubjed of political difereiicci^ 

But 
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&ut I lay iflr my claim tb^t the tonfider^ion of its 
iitiportfince may always be difcuffcd, with a refe-* 
reacp td the probability of regaining it, and the 
price at which Jt muft be regained. Let it never 
h^ fo.rgonen that by porifuing it through vvar, 
thbugb.upon the principle of fecnrity, we may 
regUia it- ^ price which leaves us nothing to fe* 
cote:; which bi'eaks up our credit, arjd diflblves our 
g^verntpent. ^ 

'-.'■*■ 
"(It is remarkable that mofl; of the arguments 
which are now employed to vindicate the rejaftioni 
of : peace until Belgium can be feparated from the 
lyf^nch republic, are the confidemions of diftant 
and' contingent confeqUences ; and thefe argu* 
ments are loud a?nd vehement in the mouths of thofe 
TCty men who fcorned all confcquences, however 
immediate, when they were oppofed to the fyftera 
of the war. It ha$ appeared that when they began the 
coai^ft they refufed to locrtc at its moft obvious ^d 
calamitous confequence^, and when warned of 
them in every ftagc towards their accomplilhment> 
tbcy rejefted them with difdain as vague and vi- 
fioriary fpeculations. But now, when it becomes 
convenient to hold up confcquences in order to 
juftify the continuation of hoftilities begun and 
ptofec'uted in utter eontempt of thcni^ they them- 
felves enter into fpeculations the moft diftant anjd 
moft douhtfiil ever teforted to by ftatefmen. To 
dffafiptont the advantages of peace, they look much 
fiutheriMfwird. into futurity than they wfro afkcd 

Q. by 



by their opponents, in order to avert the horrors 
of w^n They eftimate, with all the anxiety of in- 
fefdfted ot^efition, every finiftcr confccjuence of" a 
tti^ary whicfe would leave France with ap extended 
t^ititory, "an^" augur other dangers to Great Bri- 
tain- upon the moft Vcmote and Uncertain contin- 
gemHes. Surely this h the very reverfe of that 
(fonduft which policy and morality univerfally 
didlate. War is in itfelf fo mighty an evil, either 
jpblirically or morally confidcred; it entails fo many 
flaiferies upon mankind, even after -the attainment 
of allits objedls, that it ought never to be engaged, 
in until after every effort and fpeculation have been 
employed to repel its approach. Peace, on th<fc 
bother liahd, is the parent of fo many bleflings, that 
all nations ought to run into her embraces with an 
ardour which no diftant or doubtful apprehenfions 
fhould repel. What then muft be the refppnfibi- 
Ifty of the rafti and precipitate authors *of\ war^, 
and the unifofmly backward negotiator^ of Its 
terffiinatibn ? ^ ' . : . o .. ::: 

This fatal and obftinate mifconduft is hogrly 
producing the moft calaihitous efFeflrs.' .The 
difference, though totally dTverted from its origi- 
iiaf principle, has changed'to another equally irra- 
tional. It began with an objed: in the nature of 
thin^ unattainable, and lor that very reafon ha* 
reduced us to a contention for another w high can- 
not be attained. Its authors ari to cornpletely 
bewitched witii it, that in their zeal to brclcrve it 
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^liey feem totally to have forgottj^n bolh the .ol|g 
ground' on w^hich th^y firft made it^ and the new 
pne upon whicH they con tinnp jt^.X^^ ^y l^^f?'' 
ciple which has invariably diftin^ujihed all .ihe pe- 
riods of It, has been, that the jCxtmdcjd wrritorie? 
of France were lefs dangerous than the cb,^nge$ 
wrought by her (yftem in the* minds of thokiahs^ 
bitfants ; that conqueft was infign.ifi^^nt . when 
compared with prorclyTifm ; and yet foe ijie Jai^ 
of difannexing Belgium merely as a territory, wiii 
a view to fea coaft, and to qo^tinentat balanceiSt 
th^y jire fuffering, whilft I am writing, the vyhql^ 
faqe of the earth to be rapidly changing uoder their 
leyes, by the continuance of war; ihe authors con- 
tenting themfelves wirh railing here at home agsiinft 
republican theorifts, who never exifted but in their 
own imaginations, whilft they themfelves are th^ 
pca(9:ieal founders of repiiblics all. .oyer .Europe, 
^hich cxiftcd only at firft in thejjr^ own imagma- 
tions, but which they have fince fubftaniially rpali(j?d 
by tkeir works, 

-It 15 truly lamentable that this refle<9tion,, in- 
ftead of being a farcauTi upon aoyernnn^entj^ fells 
v^^ry fliort , of the truth. The war is prpklfedly 
continued at this, momenft /or anotlif;r campaigfi 
or more, as cirqumftances may arife ; juft as if 
It coqld be fo kept up, upop. the rnere calcula- 
tion of expence, to be put down again,^ like an 
eftabljMhment or an equipa^>e, ^at.the cai[ of con^ 
yenience or prudence, in the* mean time the 

<^2 great 
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{great regular governments of \Europe, diflMved 
from their union, and eihaufted by their effort*, 
are bccpmiog feeble as advcrfaries, and contemp- 
tible to their own fubjcds, whilft the fmalkr ftates 
of Italy, from which France might have been with- 
drawn by a cordial and nianly negotiation, arc 
aow ftarting up into new conditions of focifty, 
under the fafcinating banners of glory and viOpory^ 
and England, indead of dictating a conftitutiort, 
and boundaries to the French republic, or fettling 
at Paris the inlaginary balances of J^urope, niciy 
be probably foon driven to flight againft her upon 
Englifli ground for her own conftitution; whilft 
the wafte and anticipation of her refources noupKhes 
difguft and' alienation to its excellent principles, 
^nd deftroys that enthufiafm which nothing bat 
the praftical enjoyment of good government can 
jnfpirc; 

. Buttofpeak plainly and boldly my opinion wit|i 
regard to peace, it is this — That >yhen the relative 
fftuations of the two countries are confidered, the 
ceflioTi of Bflgium to the Emperor, the ajrafige- 
^eot QohoerNning St. Domingo, or any oth^r fp6- 
cifi(i line- of negotiation, are as dud in the balance 
when compared with the spirit akd xEM^fcH 
0{: the peace which hereafter (hall be made, 

vSuppofing by our great refources, and by thi 
^la^iQ^^ .<^ wait, we could drive the goVjjmifqnt of 

France 
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France to recede from her. prdfent prctenafifJiis^- mti 
upon th^ approach of a nfw.^ra of fccurity, cofift-* 
dencey and friendlhip^ but to avoid a political ex*^ 
plofipn l>y the daftruiaion of h^r credit; oonfidei? 
coply what i<>rt of peace this would be^r-wbiere -the 
hpftile niind reipaincd;:-coqfider bow eflfily Frwce 
Pjiight aga,'^ iJrDbroil, us to the hazf^rd of out 
finances, and of our conftitution which leans afeftn 
lux^jy up<)n public credit for fuppom The exciP 
t^fioB, therefore, which pfevaUs at prc&nt to-arti^, 
^^^1 hatr^ and diftruft of France, is a .moft 
f^jal af^d rqiqous pglicy for England* No man H 
}^f^ dif[>ofcd than I. am tp furrender am atom of th# 
j^il^qiples of. our fathers to French, or ^ smy 
ipthfr principles. I fliall, on the contrary, be found 
^j.all tiipies amoogft the fpremoft to aflert i:hejii# 
becaijfe J have bc?ri bred, beyond moft others, :to 
know their value : but the foundnefs of our inftir 
tutions, the attachment which muft follow from a 
pnt^ admmiftmtion of them, and their moJtal 
<H)qnei3:ion with the publiq cretdit of, the ^fl3lte, 
^qfpvince me that gur faJlvation muft abfoliircly in- 
p^nd ppop a Tprisdy ^nd ubera^ peiace faisgbt 
*^ M fbf Jpirii of />ftff<f, 4nd laidin. principles panefy 
f * pacific.'' Thfefp laft wards are the word$ irf Mr. 
Buirke; they, wer^ employed by him whilfl:^ to^^ttfe 
his own expr^jffion, ^ -iwe yet vMorlted in xbe lightif* 
*••• -they were employed by him to (hew the mews 
by w^ch America might Jiaye b^e|i bwiglM: bmk 
tp Zjpm&t^U^ fubje^ion tq Great Rmain, mhkh, 

:; ^:t' ' 'if 
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'5f ftiehad becni all the calamities that have fihcc 
defolarcd Europe would Have been averted. "/ 

The writings of Mr. Burke have had a great and 
^xtenfive influence in producing and continuing 
this fatal conteft. Let us avail ourfelves, then^ 
of th« great wifdom of his fonticr writings to lay 
f he' foundations of peace. 

When an extrstordinary perfon appears 'in tlie 
wwld, and adds to its lights by fuperior maxims 
0f policy and wifdom, he cannot afterwards dc- 
ftroy their benefits by any contr^didions, real 
or appaftnt, \tt his reafonings or in his con^ii^, 
Wc are not to receive the works of men a^ rcvela- 
,tions, but as the chequered produftiohs ' of our 
imperfeft natures, from which, by the help of Qur 
ciWn reafonings, we arc feafonabJy to fepai^at'e the 
good from the evil. This is the true cfeurfe to be 
tikrn with all human authorities. It is a poor tri- 
v^pb to difcQver that man is not perfeB:, and an" 
imprudent ufe of the difcovery to rejeft liiVwif- 
dom, when the very fault we find with his infirmi- 
ties is/ that they tend to deprive us of its advantages. 
Dfflfeping wholly from Mr. Biirke, and^ laSieritibg 
thu? tdftfequences of ffis late writings, I always tfenk' 
of the books and of the author in khis kind of teii^- 
p^r; Indeed when 1 look into nxy.Qvv^n mind,, .afid 
find its b<eft lights and principles fed Stmu -ih^ iia- 
menfc magazine of moral and poRti&at'*tf#5if^Pj 
which he has left as an inheritance to mankind for 

their 
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theic inftrpftion, I feel myfelf repeUed h^y an aw^. 
ful and gratcfql fenfibility from pctulaqUy approach* 
ing him/* 

1 recolle<5t that his late writings cannot decc^iye 
nie, bccaufe his former ones have fortified mc 
againft their deceptions. Whea. I look befides at 
his inveterate confiftency even to this hour, u^he^- 
all fupport from men and things have been with- 
drawa from him; whjen I.jcompare him with thofe 
who took up his errors only for thejr owp conire*' 
nience, and for. the fame convenience.. Isjiid them, 
down again^ he rifcs to, fuch a deceptive. /heigh t 
from, the cpniiparifon, that with rpy. eyes-fiified iQX)a? 
miniftcrs, I yiew.him as if upon an eminence vag^ 
high to be approached. ^ v 

'iThe principles upon, whicb Mi;. 3urkc fpundcd: 
the wholf fyftem pf^his conciliation with Anf^i^ica^'^ 
were not narrpw and , temppi:ary» but p^rniaatAiv 
and ^rliverfal• Tb^y.were not applicable only i^:^ 
a -difpme betwccA a ,in^ country and her colo*-^ 
nics. .but ■ , t;o every . ippflible , contrpverfy between: x 
equal an^^ independent natipns ; they wiere , nojt: 
fujM^<?t to variation fr,Qm the .te;rapers,,?ind chacic^J 
t^^Sr o/ ;thc, (f-ontenditjg paftic?$,> becavife b^ing!- 
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♦it' reference is had to the argaments of the ^uthor duriag 
tl«?*1[fiite.tHals. In the trial of Mr. Paine, and lipon fereral other ' 
occsdU)i)t;i^^e^U4lf-t>e found to hare unifdrml/puifucd this courfe 
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founded in human nature thcfy embraced the whole 

^-^ ¥tfd ftikxllii^.crf fjaeificadoo wbiefc he kid ^wn 
#€¥^ ^^aM'tfhdT fiifcj[3fle, bM for that Very f«loff were 
tli^j^WifW; Wifiicsm dbes h^ coii6ft In &}mfAmtitj ; 

^c il'^^ft^rft'of 'Ae imiverfe h h($ intricaie th*ff a 

5*^' •./-•• ^,.q ^ 4 s-^ -ir-.'/^T •.>'-■: . . . . ;., ^ '. 

<V?'Tlie^ gl^nid «»x>m whkh I before a4v#ited 

fe, rfnd ^vhit b^ in tfiith, includes all oth^s, |tr««, 

tlii^i^^^d is m)t beft fought ^^^ tbr^ugb the ffG^km 

''^'^^'^tffiiiM^iAM^humei through the Mbyrtnii *i^f 

^ •? f»rf//f/jr neg&tiaiion ; hut was to Ae fought mtk^^^t 

** of peace ^ and laid in principles purely pacifie^^ 

VMe liiculiJatMi thai crimination and reoiiaqinition 

^iWas'not-theeoiirfe by which any human contro- 

^fly: i^s tb bt al^tlfd; ind, above all fee prottflicd 

i^iinlS phe^ i*^Rg^ tfce? i^d impolicy of^the pwfcnt 

%li#li^{¥rsWbfly'U*ha hav© Aeter h^d any defim^ie 

^^^elf^ ^K^ peak^e^ ^r ^affa!^, 'who - ^bave . »l«r«!jrs 

?mi!^ti^'<He ' bfttcf t^eft <>f ref^roach wkh propcAtitos 

*il^f^ '^cc^TfeHoft*, • * *iid' have qniformly l^and^ed 

^ffiif f^oftflii ^ dAe hand whh moi^e krkMin^ nedaoe^ 

'^^PtW<?^[y'n^^trtHif *ei^ hbklfe%tfoithiAfc« 

^a^^fttktwflrliitfi^dthet^^ - r i >• H 1*; ^. r::,,, 

%M^^^^^ WfneJjS We^' f«ffiEd>W ffootke; • Aft»rtea, 
were generally carrial AjfirfAJt^^^ 

T*?y>P|Vi^{fe^% E-;W-^- ^te^ Ji'^^^ induced 

Mr, Burke in Parliament to expte{s*hi§. dpubts of 

"" f their 



tfaeir efficacy :-^^^ You fend out an aqgel of peace^ 
^^ but you fend out a deftroying angel along with 
^^ Actf and what will be the effeds of the coifflid 
^^ of thefe adteiie ipirhs is what I dane not %• 
^ Whe^er the lenient meafures will caufc pafl^pflt 
^^ to fubfide, OF the feverer increaUe its fiiry : all 
^^ this is in the hands of Providence;. yd npw, 
*^ even now^ I (hould confide in the prevailing 
^ virtue and efficacious operation c^ kntqr, 
^ though working in darknefs and in chaos. In 
^^ the mldft of this unnatural and turbid combina* 
^ tied, I (hould hope it might produce order and 
^ beauty in the end*"* 

f hftve never paffed this fentence through^ i^j 
ttAi^^ #^re it has been i^-eient for m^jjtiitt^ 
witbout being deeply dffeA64 by it^ Its eloquence ^ 
if ofiiy vsrfuable as it makes the moral and political 
t^^h fi^ikideeper into the underftandihg iad th^* 
Keait.^ The angel of peace dreiFbd in. (miles aik^ 
ckitth«d with her own mild attributea, is not n^lf^ 
defcribed as triumphing in the bliie ferette^ WhlttV^ 
only ordinary paeons are to be oppofed to her i 
but^ as if Mr. Burke had looked forward to Utoiyn 
pifture^c^ the French revolution^ he truilstohef^ 
opeation^ though working in darkiEieis aadi ift' 
chaiksy i« ^e midft df unnatural and turbid. <MAhi^ 
bination, and looks fi^rward firom her pteftnee ta' 
#rder and b^uty ia the end* 

« Mr/^rki'f %i«p»i intb^ Keuft ^ C0tmmh ^^ 

April, 1774. ,' 
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Xhe unalt.cr^^^)lc c^eft of this genuine fpirif 
arid principle of .peace, it is but juftice to Mr. 
$urke to fay, he has never fled from. He,i$ in 
this perfedlyconCftentwitjh himfelf j he, ol^courfc^ 
dbcs not agree with the plan 1 am luggefjting, ;be* 
eaufp he propofcs.no: peace with France, becaufe 
tie tbinlks the peace of the world would be facri* 
need by its attainment : but if be could once be 
Drought tb agree that peace was defirable, I would 
b^ co"nteated to ftand or falj as he fubfcribed to 
What I ^m pfopofing. Grant but the premifes of 
bis late writings, and all his ded.u(3:ions are ^uU oi 
the fame vigour, and lighted up with t^e fame 
'eloquence, which djftinguifli every thing he has 
watt^Se; :&• is, liift l^lfeBrctftifes. qgfe: ti<ftj::lejds 
^m^ajb.i iWid jsife^ .f^IC^^;l^xP9:;i». a1»«' W^ 
^yfea^PJfterp ^v^^ «y3 :J6s£ ^<?^i?Sc«ft. fqff,<.tj&qijr 

te^t*.?e$^liey, .K|«j^",jtq, ^\i\§^fi tfe; 9|il,y;;mi?tbftds 
^.-f^M?.^*' .fe^tS^eaijrnan^anil jgan, $»r .be^ye^^ 
ft^iiftftiaftA e>tift9« Jl if Xf t ."Wa^ .9f. evgr ; fi*n' l|« gei?. 
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' riio^Wejflo-ropfp dpubt tban \ entpjtjti^; <^ nij? 

cjf J| :43i^/le9pe,r tlian tb^t if.igf^ic^ few ».\|?Mig«» 
i«i tk^JSijiwfli ftOPncjls, ^d..wit|,;^t ptoftgg ^. 
c^»fcflBBI*.ren»npjttipft.«f tjje;fyi3:.em vb*:l| pj:<3i-^ 
"4»Cf^i^;W^f» .ran4 .V'hjclj,, ^Mmgfe. no IpR^ec 
IjiVQWed, odtorioufly pJjf^rii^S; ifjs t^qnjiJB(3UQ9, fbft 
^ct of things would be entirely altered. The 
if^letfutSJtSf «¥ oor-]iii"f|uidea cot&cite wbuiS no 

■•••-■ - •' ' - ^'U^ 
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^oyfet load' the negotiation,, uncS'cF \vlidtQVei' 
auiTpices it might be produced* . 'ifhe ftron]^ 
pofition which Frahce has obtained, and thp ne-' 
ceffity to which England has rcdpced herfejf from 
the war, muft be expeftcd to be felt in the peace^ 
whenever or by whomfoever it (hall be made* But 
r look lefs to the terms, which I foref^e will raifjf 
the difficulties, and Which befidesj may be fmooth- 
c<i and rounded by the fpirit of conciliation, tha^l. 
I loot to the hnure effects which that fpirit wqulcj* 
prpducc } to the folidity of the peace which Woul4 
be foftered under its wings; to the return of: tb^t 
jgood will and the liberal confidence , between 
nations, by which the profperity of each flrikps 
down frefh roots to the profperity of all. Depend 
upon it, where peace is preferved, and its true 
lj)irit cultivated, the world is large enough for all 
the nations Which compofe iti As th?y multiply 
in numbers, and increafe ifi arts and iitiprove^^ 
ments. traffic onfy becomes more eitenfivea d 
cornpliiiated } and traffic amongft nations is like 
trafEc amongft individuals, he who hks tbci greateft 
capital, and the beft fituation for trade, ftatts, with 
kn advantage which only imprudence can d(|i]troy.^ 

This is ftiU the fituation of (5 reat Britain/ H^ 
immenfe capital taken with all it» mortgages, an4 
her vaft pdfrefSons in every quarter of the.gIobe|^ 
woufd get the ftart of all Europe, tofs jt an^' 
tunible it, and diyide it as you will sqa^.peacr' 

ONLY CAN BE PRESfcRVEJ&i It Is Wat foUowin^ 

R a war. 



^'ifj' And actunflulatmg i^«i]^^ -^]r<in/cpamb]< 
«brt)p^^ioni» eh^ alMn ckfi dcftrof j aiid: vitich bas 

"^IThcfrir li %ndtlter roj^fiw advintagc^ attcodiqg 
' tfifs Hbetallyffem of t>ad$cat^, which^ m fprmf r 
^^^i&i^s/ Mrotitd ^v^ fcmk 4eepMAto the iccKagKiof 
^^ginhrfien: ' The^ATibn wooidTuffer iko himM^ 
•fiatitin, "thoijgH mimjiers would be difj^i^^e^. 
'^^Sftch a' peace i^rduld be a peace of libtfral choice, 
^ffoSii & *e look- forward to k^ at prefcnt, oF 'iiafflsd 
?ttccei5ty.' Tfee,^pOlte <rf a free -and Ji^p$^$9t 

Sititoni ^lairientiiig tbt enrols and ibffwag*;j,f)f 
'#*^6m, iaildJttgiforth her kmpie fliioW K) prQi^ 
Ic^every wfrSfe, And laying the fotindatipA :(>|^a 
HranS^iHlityi which defpocifm never xnopeiibquld 
i^iirl). Compared with; &ich a prac^d^^j JtS^ft 
< fe the wreftirig of the ^a*port^ of Qft&nd H^ 4^- 

werp, from J^rarice, In order to reftijre Itljwn ;j^ 
ctheiEmpferor^ who ift the tranfitioM t^ thjng!|i> 

may be the enecfiy of England. tOHjiicv^ftO^i.viW 

France may be her ally* 

j'^ t*he'afe«ridancy of Fninde hereafter in ihtf Tfi^Jc 
^ *aF litirdptfi wkaH:vec:inay be the ulunidCe^ |Krffli>¥f 
^^cfietil tranquillity/ miiflia^ always fo y«j|pftffsr- 
- ful j 'from i*e iferiility n^nd ^cjotent of h^tffff^^ff¥r 
Irefinlttieii^ population;. and the .^ftrvip ififfliMiP^ 
fewipieopte, that her relation* to Ei>gUi^^c»p* nfil^r 
*ri>e indiffe^ferttr She touft always be it gjgiJft.dqfira- 
^ ' . R We 



bk aHjf; or wmqftrjfejrsai^ y^ 

tinueat variance^ {r<Kacontem]fuhJ^^ffi^^^fs$p 
it mud be drowned in blood. When the com* 
. plkated ami ^ctaQungiiiHr^'^iti^P ffcf^rf^unr 
ttUo^ aimoft j«i»«sl;j:<3gjc!)i^f^ ^^v4»ijt|unpUtod, 
f I«^: viiirijcAis dtufca of ^qual;TO^.wl|l<^ ffl^J^ 

fow^ ^faiob jealoufjr migfa^ iqiucken> and w^k ^^ 
pHde* muft be ^always ripening inta Mrar^^J^uf;^ 
liity (brinks back from confideiation^of i;be^f\itiM^ 
' It i§ not for a very privacy fiiao^ like m^^ :W^^^^ 
fifentllbr a flArefma&y asd eng^ed \)cii^f»,^]^ 
jpttffdits^Of a cnoft iaborioaa profeO&oo, t» coiifgt;^- 
)£end> ttt my view^, i the detailed iaterisfts pijQ^fift 
'BHtaIn as tbey interfeft the int^refts pf Fr^cf« 
But th{i$ I will V (ky .<iiftinAl]ry ihtt I ^ woul^ 4^ 
aecepf^tbe ^compdcteft knowledge -of all of .th«p, 
hbi» ihtF bfgb«^ JUtionto ;i^riiig; theaa jnco^ ^ic^p 
^^iinMs'I^as jconfcious of poffei^^, at the-,fiiiij)e 
tltiie^ file principles sad the temper of tuning 
^tberh t»tlie benefit of xpyconomf]f«:.. .: -: v, ^ 

Without peace^ and peace on pz rmanent bafis, 
^tbis li^ioiiy inck.aU ^e^rld^ wly^b: tbeTifQiJIr^^wiU 
fafh^flly nitaadbt iitpport / bee ? eftabUOipi^fm^ f ^ 
ttitiftrf pafe' through i bwifccUptey Iftta *b« :i^h<>( 
;t<6^\\iti^: All thci qualifiwktjopft ,fii; tBw 
Kbc^efin^ fordetiilian^ jMj6agem^fi:^.^e^tl^ 
f(f i'e fri^lotrs iamd . coateelfcibl^^, rwbe^Vf ^i»pared 
wieh thi^6 which fit^ thcmifor ptzcerrwdHa^s si^d 

for 
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tiaS^tfrdcft ire no p^riis^oJF t'M^^rlikrifte'f; I^eat^^iS 
mu^rs; to dehote their IwtBalk^ and >fiftq>lM^ 
acre ftHedf the r*z7^^ of God: - Vot their oww^ejtu 
altatidn, our rtlniftcrs have fafficiendf hiimWed^ 
their coantry : let them at leaft take it by turns/ 
attd; that- theit cotintry may ndw fee e^whed^ let 
tfeem hutnWc thettxfelves.^ ^ . - 

Thar an hciroUrablj^ peace might * <?ireii now ^ fee! 
obiMniedi' if rariorhrtly^ and h6fieftly' purfiltd, eVerjrt 
f]|^td?hg stfccoufit'^bBflies iarid eofl(frms? Pr(f*' 
c««*tings' nbw provofee tfee indigii^tbii' of thtf ifJIi* 
li^ibJtted^ part^ of tte* rtatid^,:^whkrh n6t lotigagc^^ 
vctotiM-h^e'bcferi a Cgnal far enthuO^ftic appro&atteW*^ 
VS%af was'fbitt^fya^fivkgefeftlvW i^ i^ovtfcareeJyv 
eiid^Sred as a^p6fi*rc?al commSiinoration, and v^e fee*^. 
h(S\f pi)51ircoUf!cik, tvcri in cR^/ firft'trattfpOrrs' of^ifteir ^ 
ui^feSamp?ed;vhabrfeli haHirtig them as-thfe^fi^bl/^e»'.' 
ofUnlv^faltfaH^ftrtjrr ^ ^ ' - 

BtHf a peace alohi woisW not* fecureXSreat Utitthn^ ? 
in i9iepre(eht (late of the world, as the war has left it* * 
She'§fu(t^ jfrep^ff t^'-fcdeefln hcrfetf ff brti-hcr fedftJaCs; ' 
and from the corruptions which occafioned them, 
bi^ tHHio'bfeft 'tL€ti^ of for tttude aikT^lf-dernial/ and :% ' 
the^- nl6ft' rigid lyftcfn- of €ec6fl*rrly': cfverf'dfpeHtJd** 
th^t-isirftldS orihtcWir'crSerit muft be'put d6i*«*i *e** 
reToeW^s 'of the roiWtit-Vni* beTifted^rikS •c*Sih^d't 
tdih? b(Jttom, ahd' the reveni^' upheld by their rneft* 
jtaSdii^ioas appttCatlonu But 60 flcill- in finance, ndfv 

even 
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eVjepJntcgrity in ^ m'mifler^ can accomplifli xheib 
gre^t objeds^ without creating in all r^nks ai>d clfiiJc^ 
^^ f^!^ Hopie a deep aod warm ipitere^ in tjie fup;- 
porting additional burdens^ and ar^ rnthuijafiii in tbp 
(PdAi(Vtipn wjiich pfpte^s them in their right;. 
• •» ' .J 

^his ftate of things is afafoliitdi^ incompatible widb' 
che whole internal fyfttem pf policy adopted by fbfi 
preient adminjftratioQ. It \^ in V^in to think of pyep 
dtten^ting the renovation of pw «ouiitr}r upQd f 
principle of diftruft and terror pf tlje very inl\^\umu 
i^bich corppoft it. The Qt^y iccmefiy againft -qa^ 
18 to extend to. the mtiUitiiik tk^: fpU priMiif^& qf« 
pcpple. Tp givfi aw&il dignitjr#prt fefittfity jfejjyp 
GxwiiBoaai qf EngUo^, Jet. ei^ecy m8« v(^ h»l » 
hanfe ovor hja head baw.l^^P prwti fr^ioo jh^t fe 
i&preient iirit by depviatiqa^ Tt^ alpi^ pf iaich.f 
change^ even though ma^^ft fey farlianiest yifc|f » 
the. bqncvof)ei}<^ 4nd jujftic^. cj its 4i(peii&tipi^^ i^ 
always appeared to me Y«:ity e*tr«oi:din#ry. j^uf^rij* 
recq)tit)n wjtb enlightened ate^. i$ vyhoHy, yo4^aoua^ 
table. The ftrieng^ and fccy;;ity af gov«nwgn|pjfef 
the breadth !Pt a pppiiljii: |»fef/^WoA?^.j>».^ 
experience^ and by the univerfal analogies of t|)i(i^- ; 

•^P^n s| gqyexfllWOJ em«»ti8 frpiRtlw «^ 
pcfiplfe.whf p jhe del$g»5ijQto Mf^ich forw tljc; baJlfiRPS 
«Q it^ wifely, fi«p4 <3iepu^iy& i$,iwici««\jf nm\^^ ^ 
pretrei^an ag^)c;y&Qm.4%cn;rj»ti9§ lACp % f^n^t^l^, 

awl fiiSi&m^:m^n^^ t<j tW *ft qigfirj^^CiW®^ 
Vilill^ The^lCii^ ^Xwiplcs, ami) 9iB9»»tlE>l)(!^iM^ 

have 
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fcarc frighfencd us out of ow icnfes, coo!d not in the 
nature 6f things cxift. When the people themfclvcs 
afltully ehufe the popular branch ^ the legiflature, 
that fc^ms the concrou] upon %he other parts of it> 
which are» for the wifefi^purpofe, put otH of their 
ewn choline by ocher modi6cations> and where th«» 
choice is made for a very limited ieafim, upon 
what principle can rebellioB exift againft (uch a 
parliament, and who^ in God's name> are to be the 
rebtts? How can a people be brought to refill a 
voluntary erhanation £rom the0«ielves ? - By the ope* 
tackm of what vice or infirrtuty wiU^ they pirii down 
tiie legiflative orgait of l^ir own will ? £vui if 6ax3x 
a body ihould occafonaBy betray its truft^ the remedf 
Is at liand without Cumult or revotetion^ dieagcocy 
exph-es by the forms of thb conJftituiibn^ and^a bettet 
!s appointed in its '4lead. The bad paffibns ^ iQeli 
wiff^ k is truif; \^ork up fa&iom m d^ ftaie, ^ bin 
fi^ionsy where there is a brMii and general repreieh^ 
tionj are like waves #hich rife in'the oceiui and (ii^ 
agam infenSbly into its bofomi \x. is only wtfaen coo- 
fined and l>bAru^ed th^t they da^ into foam^. asid 
<Jel&6y by the impetuofity of their c^urfe^ 

This was prccifely the cafe in France^— Until, there 
was i' jiift and lej^itimatereprefentation of the people, 
cohtroolkig the otjwr modifications of a govtrnnrHcnr; 
no mattfcr- bow Wnftkuted, dubs a«d knots of 
men %ead terror and confufion>.and the people fup- 
ported them ; beeaufe ibey were represented, in tbofe 
€l«is a*d fa^ttei or not reprefented at all. TAey 

ha4 
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had no6th^F'^e0ricy agaioft tyranny than by ^ gencrd 
organizaition of their authority, and the public hu* 
mours therefore fettled into faftions. For this ftat« 
of ibciety there was^^ no poffibie cure but le^ci* 
mate power proceeding from the people. When 
TwCe and violence were attempted,' they only inflamed 
the diftempcr J but when the caufe was removed by a 
genuine organ of the public choice, the clubs decayed 
arid fdl to pieces. Milguided men were no doubt 
difpofed to continue them, but the. people at large, 
having then no longer any intercft in fupporting their 
authorities,* they were every where put down without 
a-ftruggle: and now, whatever faulty or impcrfeftions 
may be afcribed to the government of France, it is 
certainly not one of them, that its ojpcratibfis are 
controuled'or menaced by meetings of the pec^e^ 
and if its authorrty is to be imputed to, great power 
and tyranny, it (hews atleaft that the ftrehgth of go- 
vemnient has nothing to fcsrfrom an extended repre^ 
ientation.. - : . . . - , 

This is 4i6t the form or fafhion of fociety in a par- 
ticular nation, otia a Angular coryunfture, but it is 
the univerfai law which pervades civil life throughout 
all regions and in all ages; and not civil life only, 
but .the. life of all created: things, and the cxiftence ef 
the whole nwterial* world. It is the free tranfmlfliori 
of tha.t, which, conftitutes fubftances throughout ajl 
the p^rtSjwWcb compofe them, that ajone can pycfcrw^ 
lhtm^- . : ' - •. ■; 

S The 
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■ The hufhours of the human body, which occa- 
cflillonally deform its beauty, ind impair its ftfcttgthjc 
are not in themfclves difeafeS, but indications thdc th<i 
body is generally difeafcd : they are but the poifbned 
fymptoms of irtlperfcft circulation, and the cufe muft 
be (iondu(?led accordingly. If their difperfion is at* 
tempted >vichout touching their caufes, they di(appear> 
it i^ true, from the furface, and the medical, like the 
political quack, is applauded j but the true phyfician 
difcOVcrs only in this apparent rcftoration the furc 
prognoftic of death. Science, therefore, commences 
its reformation in the primary feat of vital move- 
ments } it fets free the juices throughout all the ca- 
pillaries of the body, and without a knife, or an cm- 
brocaiibn, the fOres infenfibly dry up, convert them- 
fclves into dull, and the lazar rifcs from his couch. 
In the fame manner, when the fap which belongs to 
the entire ftruftiire of the vegetable kingdom, is ob- 
flrufted in its courfe to the remoteft branches of 
every plant that grows^ it is not merely .thcfc de- 
frauded branches which perifh ; the trunk itfclf that 
monopolizes the nourifhment of which it only ought 
to be the conduit, is fpeedily encrufted with canker, 
and confumed to its very root. Even the inanimate 
maft of matter exifts by the fame rules. It is fottic 
tiniverfal though hidden union which holds its fub- 
ffances together ; and whenever from any caufe it is 
impeded or deftroycd, their furfaces become covered 
with deleterious incruftations, which, in procefs of 
time, will diflblve the hardeft of them, until their 
atoms are fcattercd to the wind. 
* -/ The 



Tlie rifling principle of the prcfent moment i^ 
feoft naturally the terror of revplution, and wifcjpi?iii 
therefore, direds our vi^w to its caufes; becaufe. 
Without that confideratignj wi5 rp^y be rgnning ijpofli 
danger in our very zeal to efc^pe from it. The 
cwfcs of revolutions Are within reach of every body, 
if pride would ftoop to. regard, them. Wh^^vor w?y 
be the original defers .of civil eftabliihmwts, hiftpry 
affords few examples of violent changes (othcrwiff 
than by cooqweft), .except when they grofsly degf n^T 
rate from their principles, whatever they m^y Jbfo 
AM primitive governments are, to a great degr^:?, 
^founded in fociaL freedom^ however defedkively iit 
may be fecured. A fpirit of liberty and eqyalitjf 
pervaded even the vafTaJage of the feodal xronqucrors 
of Europe* Undue delegation of power and occa^ 
fional abufc of it ^nly fcrved to roufe. unadulterated 
taaii to an early and timely aflertion of himfelf. 
The former changes in fociety were, therefore, .dig- 
lufied and mercifiih But corruption brutifks and 
4cha&s:; her votaries ar^e (lupidly infenHble, and^ » 
this contagion muft, in, the. nature of things, flop (hort 
\of the great mafs of the people, the multitude Icparated 
frona their fuperiors are of courfe the indignant re- 
formers ; and the lazy^ profligate, bloated abufers of 
rational and ufeful eminence are knocked on the 
-head like feals whom the tide has left fleeping upon 
die fliore* . . 

This is the clue to the wonders that furround us. 

Human nature is precjfeJy the fame. It is the .cor- 

S 2 ruption 



tiiption of eftablifhments^ ten thoufand times Wor(e 
th^n the rudefl: dominion of tyranny^ which has 
changed, and is changing, the face of the modern 
*?orld. The old parliament of i«*rance had no re- 
femblante to the modern parliament of Paris when 
monarchy fell to the ground. The States of Holland, 
imder the immortal Prince of Orange, were loft in 
every thing but the name when the French croflcd 
the Waal to deftroy them, and it was not the freezing 
of the river that fecured the conqueft, but becaufe 
the hearts of the inliabitants were frozen by the 
^bufes of their government. In the fame manner the 
Netherlands paffed away from the Emperor. The 
joyeufe entrie of the good Duke of Burgundy had 
been for centuries nibbled away by monopolies and 
rcftriftions before the Belgians even murmured againft 
his authority. This venerable conftitution was of- 
fered to be reftored at laft : but the offer was too late, 
as all offers muft* neceflarily be when they proceed 
ifrom thoie who- can no longer keep what they arc 
ready from neccflity to grant. Such were the con- 
ceffiops of Charles the Firft to his pariiament; of 
Great Britain to America; and of France, when her- 
noubles were affembled. Even the horfe knows 
when his rider ftrokes his neck from affedtion or from 
fear» 

The fubjeft propofed is now brought to its con- 
clufion. Deeply imprcflcd with its importance, of 
which indeed every hour that pafles is furnifliing^ 
ibmc new And awful example, I have given my ob* 

fervatioos. 
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fervations, defeftive as they are, openly and without 
rcferve to the public^ and I have ventured to fub* 
fcribe them with my name, at the rifle of the many 
calumnies which they are fure to draw down upon 
me. My opinions concerning the advantage of a 
radical rcfdrmation in the reprcfentation of the Houfe 
of Commons have been expreflcd from no difrcfpeft 
for that high aflembly, to which I owe a reverence 
an^ a duty, both as a member and a flibjcft, but 
from a mod fincere and equal attachment to all the 
branches of the conftitution. They may long flourish 
together, if they will always be contented to hold 
their own places in the fyftem which gave them 
birth. It can only be from an attempt to change 
or to enlarge them that a fcuffle may enfue, in which 
all of them may be ufurped. 

I am perfectly aware that every thing I have 
written will be ineffeftual for the prefcnt ; the cloud 
chat hangs over us is as yet too thick to be pene-* 
crated by a light fo feeble. It is much eafier to 
ftourge vice than to diQipate error. Indolent indif- 
ference, timorous inaftivity, and miftaken virtue, ^re 
great caufes of our prefent misfortunes ; they apply 
to ten times the nunnber of thofe who are materially 
aflefted by felf-intereft j and of the three the laft is 
by far the moft mifchievous ; not only becaufe prin- 
ciples of energy are more dangerous than thofe which 
incline fnen to be paflive, but becaufe there is iovnc- 
thing awful and fafcinating in virtue, however mif>- 
giii^Ud, and however deftrudive fi-om its errors. The 
t truth 



truth is, wc were fudccnly placed by the moft extri^ 
ordinary events in a new fituation, both as it regarded 
our moral feelings as good men, and our prudence as 
enlightened members of civil life. 

The conjuncture I allude to^ under any circum- 
fiances, would have been a (tumbling block to many; 
coming in critical aid of the defperate projeds of 
ambition and corruption, it became for a feafon irrc- 
fiftiblci it (till continue^ to be dangeroufly powerful^ 
but it will infenfibly wear away. 1 have had a thoui 
fand opportunities of obferving its influence amongft 
thofe valuable claflcs of men who, take the deepcft 
intereft in whatever appears to be connefted wiA the 
moral order of the world. Propenfities fo perfoMy 
worthy deferve a greater reward than man can confer 
on them ; but they are apt, without great caution^ 
to lead men beyond the fphere of their duties, as 
every thing muft ncCefTarily be which is wholly be- 
yond the limits of our contrafted powers. The ejr- 
iravagance of pious but mifdire<5led zeal may work 
as much evil as the outrages of impiety. Men be- 
come mad from arrogance and prefumption, vhen 
they prefume to decide upon confequences far beyond 
the reach of human forecaft, and they become wicked 
to a degree, fronri which nothing but madnefs ought 
to ward off punifhment, when they fupport in their 
own country the grofleft abufcs, and the moft ruinous 
wafte of the refources of future ages, under the pretence 
of arrefting thofe mighty and never ceafing changes 
of the world, the confequences of which no mortal 

ftrength 
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flrreSngth can fubdue, and which arc as nriuch beyond 
pur capacities as they are foreign to our concerns. 

From fuch extraordinary conjunftures much better 
fruits may be gathered by a modeft confideration of 
them^ as furnifliing the mod awful and inftruftive 
leflbns for our conduct and reformation* 

The French revolution, by (hewing the irrefiftiblc 
force of popular zeal and fury, may be expeded to 
teach the regular governments of the world to be- 
ware how they provoke them by.afts of injufticc 
and oppreffion; or by the gradual Hiding of political 
cftabliftiments from the great proteftive ends of their 
inftitutions. It may inculcate the wifdom of modc- 
Wteand infenfiblc changes, as the mutable and perifh- 
able nature of all focial eftablifliments may require 
them i and, above all^ it may remind them of a truth 
quite univerfal and incontrovertible, but which feentis 
to be too little adverted to, that when men are really 
happy under their governments, they never pu(h their 
reafonings upon political theories to extravagant con- 
clufions, much lefs combine to reduce them by force 
into praSlice, at the hazard of all the horrors and fuffcr- 
ings, which to fome extent or other, every revolution 
muft unavoidably produce. 

To the governed the leffon may not be the lefs 
momentous. It may fcrvc as a warning to the in- 
habitants of all nations not fuddenfy to pu(h the re- 
formations of fociety beyond the pitch of prudence 

and 
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and the analogies of. experience ; to confider goi 
' vernment as a praftical thing, rather to build upon 
the foundations laid by the united wifdom of focial 
man, improving upon the model by the rifing lights 
of the world, than to affume at once the exercifc 
and praftice of their full rights merely because 

THE RIGHTS UNQUESTIONABLY BELONG TO 

THpM, inftead of confenting by infenfiblc and 
peaceable operations to adopt fuch changes and 
modifications of popular authority as may anfwer 
the full purpofes of focial fecurity and happinefs : 
but, above all, it may ferve^ as with the voice and 
force of thunder, to fink deep into the hearts both 
of princes and people never to fuffer their fupport 
of human authority, or their zeal for the corredion 
of its abufes, however defirable or important, to 
fuperfede that fyflem of benevolence towards our 
fellow-creatures, the firfl and grand precept of our 
religion, whofe obfervance is^the key-flone of hu^ 
man happinefs, and whofe breach is the fource of 
all the miferies which afHid and agitate the world* 

Thefe are the lefTons which it may be cxpeded 
to- teach to every nation as confidered by itfelf. 
For the regulation of feparate communities in their 
concerns with others, future ages will probably, 
looking back to the diflradted councils of Great 
Britain during this unparalleled crifis, have refort to 
them as a negative example of prudent government. 
It will teach particular ftates to confine their inter- 
ferences with the affairs of other countries within 

the 
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tke bounds which are calculated to feciire their ovWt 
territories and independgnce. It will caufe them 
to beware how they arrogantly aflu me to themrfelvct 
againft the firft laws of nature, and the obvious 
plans of Providence in the progrefiGve changes of 
the world, the right of arrefling the a>yful andma- 
jcftic courfeof freedom contending againft ufurped 
authority, whatever may be the fury or irregularity 
of its courfe. It will alfo ferve to remind the 
rulers of nations in the neighbourhood of changes 
arifing from abufes of authority, that abufcs of^ 
authority arc the conftant forerunners of changes^ 
and the caufes by which they are produced. 

There is one further and laft example to be de- 
rived to future ages from the prefent fortunes o^ 
Great Britain, which it refts with the people of 
England to furnifti to the world. By coming for- 
ward at this moment with prudence and with 
order, with a fubmiffion which wifdom diftates 
to every people to their eftabliftied government, 
but with a firmnefs which at the fame time re- 
mind's that government, that it' exifts only fot 
their benefit and by their cogent, they may yet 
preferve their country^ This majeftic and com^ 
mandingcondud, will demonftrate to future times, 
and to other nations, that there is no ftate of ad- 
verfity which ought to reduce a great people to 
defpair ; that national adverfity cannot even exift 
for any long feafon, but from wicked mifgovern- 
mcnt, and (hameful fubmiffion to it; and that th^ 

T advantage 
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adranteige of our free cooftitution (well worthy of 
all the blood that has been (hed for it ; and which 
nay yec be ihed to preferve it) is, that it pofleffes 
vitbin iifelf the means of its own reformation; 
^Curing to its fubjeds an exemption from revolu* 
tlon> the worft of all poflible evilsj except that 
o^afifmed eftabliihment of tyranny ao^ opprcffion 
for which there is no other cure* 
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f tinted for J. DEBRETT, oppofne Burlington Houfe, Piccadilly. 



MR. fox's letter to the WORTHY and INDEPEKDENT 
ELECTORS of the City and Liberty of WESTMINSTER | 14th 
Kdition* Price is. 

<< Of the contents of a Letter, which has commanded fuch general atten* 
tion, as to have arrived at the Eighth Edition before we could have an 
importunity of peruHng it, few of our readers can need to b<? informed. On 
the iIluftrioi:s Author* whofe name will be dear to Britons as long as the 
true principles of their Conftitution are underftood, and their moil important 
rights contmue to be valued, it is wholly unneceiiary for us to attempts 
panegyric.'' Monthly Rf.view, Feb. 1793. 

'< Mr. Fcx has made a folemn, and, we trud, not an ineffe^hial Appeal t* 
his Conftituents and the Nation at large. He exprefles himfelf upon paper^ 
as in debate, in a clear, manly, and perfpicuous manner ; and his language^ 
unencumbered with flowers and figures, and his arguments, are at once U>« 
gical and convincing." Analytical Review, Feb. 

A WORK of GREAT UTILITY to the PEER, the MEMBER of PAR.. 

LIAMENT, the JUDGE, the BARRISTER, the MAGISTRATE, 

and all others intercftcd in the LAWS of GREAT BRITAIN. 
In three ver) large Volumes o6tavo, 

PARLIAMENTARY PAPKRS, coninhng of a COMPLETE COL. 
LECTION of KING'S SPEECHES, MESSAGES to BOTH HOUSES 
of PARLIAMENT, ADDRESSES, and REPRESENTATIONS of 
BOTH HOUSES to the THRONE ; SPEECHES of the LORDS CHAN- 
CELLO kS, keepers, &c. and of the SPEAKERS of tlie HOUSE of 
COMMONS, from the RESTORATION in 1660, to the DISSOLUTION 
of the laft PARLIAMENT, in May, 1 796. To which is added, A COM- 
PLETE and CORRECT COLLECTION of the LORDS PROTESTS, 
from the EARLl EST RECORD to the SAME PERIOD. Alfo, an AC 
CURATE COPYof the REMEMBRANCES, or STANDING ORDERS 
•f the HOUSEof LORDS, cxtradled from, and compared with the JOUR. 
NALS of the faid HOUSE: together wirh a COLLECTION of RULES 
and STANDING ORDERS of the HOUSE of COMMONS, relative to 
the applying for and pafling Bills for Incloling and Draining of Land, 
xnaking Roads, Canals, Navigations, Docks, Bridges, Paving and Lighiinff 
Towns, Paying Small Debts, 8cc, Sec, the Whole carefully coUaied with 
the Records and Journals of Parliament. The Parliamentary Initory ends 
where this work commences. 

A COLLECTION OF STATE PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE 
WAR AGAINST FRANCE now canyinj; on by GREAT BRITAIN, 
and the feveral other EUROPEAN POWERS; containing Authentic 
Copies of every important State Paper, many of which have never before 
been publiOied m End^nd. — In 4 volumes, 8vo. Price il. 17s. in boards. 

For our account rf the former part of this 'uatuahle CUUdion^ nut refer to our 
Reviews for December 1 794, ana February 1 7 96. The Editor ajfutes tbe Public^ 
in his Ini'oduifiottf that he has draixm bis materials fnmi tbe heft fmrces ; that 
^* be has endcanjoured to combine accuracy of detail uoitb cleamefs ofarraneemeni ; 
** and that be has attempted to execute b^s tranflations tvitb that fidelity nvbicb is fo 
^« peculiarly hecejfaty in a iimk- that .afpffej tio the charaffer of ^cial." He 
fisrther fjffer*vesy ** that the frequent references that ha'ue been made to tbe prefent 
f* Con/litution of the French Republic^ ba^pe induced him to include it in the frefent 
i* CoUe^ion.** This laft Article imll doubtlefs be thought by mcmy Readers^ $0 add 
fotf^f^ljf fofbemfmame^tbfffrfemrolumf. '^Mon. Rey* Sept. 1796. 



. / '/ JSooks printed^ for J. Jbehetf, 

This Day are_puhli/bedf 

NorV. an* VI. of the PRESENT SESSION, rcvifed and collated, with 
the NOTES of feveral MEMBERS, and will be regularly continued week- 
ly, diirii^g the SeOiop. 

The PARLIAMENTARY REGISTER ; or, the HISTORY of the 
PROCEEDINGS and DEBATES of both LORDS and COMMONS; 
containing an AccouK'T of the moft interefting Speeches and Motions; 
authentic Copies of all Important Letters and Papers laid before either 
House during the PRESENT SESSION. 

*^* *th$s Witrk ivas onginalfy undertaken at the defire of ffveral perfons ofdif- 
tinguijbed abilities and rank, from lobofe communications and patronage it has de^ 
tMd peculiar ad'vantages* The fanjourabie reception it has met ivitb during the 
fkurlafi andprefent Parliaments, 'while it demands the moft grateful ackno^^Ldge^ 
me>its.oftbe Editors, encourages them to profecutea continuation ofty.- fatne, dunng . 
the prefint Parliament* For this purpofe they beg lea-i-e again tnfoHcit the afjijiance 
of their former friends, and e'very other Gentleman Aftnd attemion -will be paid 
to all their commafkli and fa*vours ; nor njoilt any ajftduity or care he nuanting t<f 
frefemje that truth and accuracy, f&r it hick this *work has hitherto beendifltn^mjhi'd. 

PARLIAMENTARY REGISTER, from 179P to 1796, 18 vols. Price 
9I. 4s. 6d. half bound and lettered. * * 

PARLIAMENTARY REGISTER, ifrom 1784 to 1790, 13 vols. 
Price 6l..iSs'i half bound and lettered. 

PARLIAMENTARY REGISTER, from 1780 to 1784, i4yols. Price 
5I. I2S. half bound and letfr^rcd. 

PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES, from 1743 to 1774, 7 vols. Price 
al. las, 6d. half bound and lettered. 

•^* 7he ffveral ftigitiwe Publications of the Proceedings of Parliament^: 
during this long and interefting Period y ha^ve been affiduoujly coUe&ed and care* 
fiilly collated ivith the^ Journals, Of the COM MON S , ther£ has been only one im^ ' 
perfed CoUeSiim puhlijhed, ixjbich is become *veryjcarce\ and of the LOR D5^ ther^' 
has been «» Publication ^^bate^er, except a femt detached Papers. This fVork is 
intended to fill up an important Chafm in the PARLIAMENTARY HIS- 
TORY of Great Ms^nr^handler s ColleSlion of Debates ends in the Tear 
1^43, and the PARLIAMENTARY REGISTER commences in the Tear' 
1774. During this tnterual, there is no Account of the Proceeding^ of Farlia" 
mens that can be relied up en. 

In the Debates of this period are many important motions artfmgfrom a 'variety 
tf interefiing e^xnts, tfoto dome flic mnd fnireign. Several material changes in the 
Adminfftranon njoere the conjequenct of th^ Debates. As the attention- of Par^ 
Itament ii'as . occc^onally- em flayed ufon^'ftivo long and expenji^e ivars 'with 
France and Spain y and^ ^ ^e JupprfJ/hn of an intefiiite rehellion^ a mgment^s re» ' 
Jte&lon 'wiU jEenjo this toha^je beenotHr-'ofthe tnsft inifortarii peribd^ in gUr hfji<ny, - 

Pieparii^ ibi^ the Prer^, in >.I?PPK&N v6lAjMES,^ • • 
Price Six Gioncas, half bound and lettered, '^'ne^w Edition ^ Vrthconiiderablc ' 
.. Additions, of The PARLIAMENTARY REGISTKR, 

Pnam/the General Election in 1774, X6 rhe L)Wblu^ion;of Parliament in * 
it8o ; ' re>i^ifcd and collated v%ith thfe Notes of feverBMVleinbeisV'and wirli 
ibe lollrwyb of Parliament.^ '■ '' ' . .— ; 1 .l ..v.. 

.g^/'Fhc:fo Noblemen and Gentlemen who majr be pjeafed ta patronifcf ; 
this Collection, arc r^fpe^V^^el^fn treated to tranfiriit >fte?t Nances. to ). De-*| 

BRETT, 'or to their ref^>et''tive &oW«<^t^s. No M^iney^ wilf be received,^ 

till the Deli verjr of tlieWorkj -Jvhith lyill be immeUiktdy piit to Prefs i>a 
the Recefpt of 250 Subfcribert**'^'- ' - '■. ' , .* . * 

TIk! iUJR.A^L'ECONOMY ofYORK-^WRE. By Mr. MARSHAJLI^j.;^' 
a NEW EDITION 5 :? vols-.- price 12 »* in board?; - . ' 

Tlie RURAL. ECONOMY-d^^G^LCUCESf-EfeSfllRK. By MrwMARi ^ 
SHALL J a NEW EDI'JMONl a vols. Price 12s. in boards. 
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